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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


March  3,  1952 


WARRANT 

--  --f" 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Middlesex,  ss. 

To  Any  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Ayer,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Ayer  qualified  to  vote  in  town  elections  and 
affairs  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Ayer  on  Monday,  the 
third  day  of  March,  A.D.,  1952,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

Article  1.  To  vote  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  town 
officers:  Moderator,  Town  Clerk,  one  Selectman  for  three 
years,  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  three 
years,  one  Assessor  for  three  years.  Treasurer,  Tax  Collector, 
four  Constables,  one  Auditor  for  three  years,  Tree  Warden,  one 
Park  Commissioner  for  three  years,  one  member  of  the  School 
Committee  for  three  years,  One  Commissioner  of  Public 
Funds  for  three  years.  One  Member  of  the  Board  of  Health 
for  three  years.  One  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare 
for  three  years.  One  Trustee  of  the  Ayer  Public  Library  for 
three  years. 

The  polls  will  be  opened  at  8:05  a.m.  and  will  be  closed  at 
7  p.m. 

See  List  of  Result  of  Votes. 

Article  2.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  the  several 
town  officers  and  committees  that  may  be  ready  to  report  and 
take  any  action  thereon. 

Accepted. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  revenue  of  the 
financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1952,  and  to  issue  a  note  or 
notes  therefor,  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note 
or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in 
accordance  with  Section  17,  Chapter  44,  of  the  General  Laws. 

Voted  not  to  exceed  $50,000.00. 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  fo  fix  the  salary 
and  compensation  of  all  elective  officers  of  the  Town  as  pro- 
vided by  Section  108  of  Chapter  41,  General  Laws,  as  amended 
and  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor. 
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Voted:  Moderator  $50.00;  Selectmen  $345.00  each, 
(after  reconsideration  March  12,  1952),  Welfare  Board  $25.00 
each;  Assessors  $500.00  each;  Treasurer  $1500.;  Collector  of 
Taxes  $1650.00;  Town  Clerk  $315.00;  Auditors  $30.75  each. 

Article  5.  To  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  (1) 
Welfare  (Outdoor  Relief);  (2)  Welfare  (Indoor  Relief);  (3) 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children;  (4)  Old  Age  Assistance;  (5) 
Disability  Assistance;  (6)  Town  Administration;  (7)  Band 
Concerts;  (8)  Board  of  Assessors;  (9)  Board  of  Health;  (10) 
Board  of  Selectmen;  (11)  Community  Memorial  Hospital; 

(12)  Department  of  Public  Works;  a.  Administration;  b.  Water 
Division;  c.  Highway  Division;  d.  Sewer  Division;  e 
Snow  Removal;  f.  Sidewalks;  g.  Chapter  90  Maintenance; 
h.    Road  Machinery  Account;  i.    Street  Signs;  j.    New  Truck; 

(13)  Fire  Department;  (14)  Forest  Warden;  (15)  Insurance; 
(16)  Interest;  (17)  Joseph  M.  Connors  Post  #139  American 
Legion;  (18)  Library;  (19)  Memorial  Day;  (20)  Miscellaneous 
(21)  Moderator;  (22)  Moth  Suppression;  (23)  Notes  and 
Bonds;  (24)  Parking  Meters;  (25)  Police  Department;  (26) 
Premium  on  Bonds;  (27)  Recreation  Playground;  (28) 
Registrars  of  Voters;  (29)  Schools;  (30)  Sealer  of  Weights  and 
Measures;  (31)  Soldiers'  Graves;  (32)  Street  Lighting;  (33) 
Tax  Collector;  (34)  Town  Clerk;  (35)  Town  Parks  (36); 
Treasurer;  (37)  Tree  Warden;  (38)  Veterans'  Benefits;  (39) 
Vocational  Training  and  all  other  necessary  Town  charges  and 
incidental  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year  or  take  any  action 
thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 


Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 


Voted:  Welfare  (OR) 


$  1,902.50 


Welfare  (IR) 

ADC  

0  A  A  


4,452.00 
4,000.00 
40,000.00 
5,000.00 
900.00 
800.00 
1,900.00 
4,000.00 
3,032.00 


Dis.  Ass't  

Town  Adms't  

Band  Concerts  

Board  of  Assessors  

Board  of  Health  

Board  of  Selectmen  

(after  reconsideration  March  12,  1952). 
Community  Memorial  hospital  


500.00 


Public  Works: 

a.  Administration  

b.  Water  Division  

c.  Highway  Division  

d.  Sewer  Division  

e.  Snow  Removal  

(After  reconsideration  March  12, 1952) 


6,000.00 
20,000.00 
18,000.00 
5,600.00 
5,500.00 
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f.  Sidewalks   1,500.00 

g.  Chapter  90   2,000.00 

(with  a  transfer  of  $4,000.  from  un- 
appropriated available  funds. 

Road  Machinery   2,600.00 

i.    Street  Signs   500.00 

j.    New  Truck   3,000.00 

Fire  Dept.   13,358.00 

Forest  Warden   500 . 00 

Insurance  ,   1,887.84 

Interest   6,000.00 

J.  M.  Connors  Post,  A.  L   300 . 00 

Library   3,200.00 

Memorial  Day   300.00 

Miscellaneous   7,600 . 00 

Moderator   50.00 

Moth  Suppression   1,000 . 00 

Notes  and  Bonds   14,250 . 00 

(and  to  appropriate  from  available  funds 

in  the  treasury   21,750 . 00 

Parking  Meters: 

Transfer  from  Parking  Meter  Fees   2,500 . 00 

(Appropriate  from  available  funds  and 
restore  upon  receipt,  after  reconsideration 

March  12,  1952   2,500.00 

Police  Dept     18,085.00 

Prem.  on  Bonds   348 . 00 

Rec.  Playgrounds   1,300 . 00 

Reg.  of  Voters   955 . 00 

Schools   157,525.00 

(Plus  refund  of  dog  taxes.) 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures   300 . 00 

Soldier's  Graves   250 . 00 

Street  Lighting   9,600 . 00 

Tax  Collector   3,197.00 

Town  Clerk   2,423.00 

Treasurer   1,876.00 

Town  Parks   2,250.00 

Tree  Warden   100.00 

Veterans  Benefit   5,000 . 00 

Vocational  Training   1,000 . 00 


Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  implement  the  Town  Treasurer  who,  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  40  of  Chapter  60  of  the  General  Laws, 
shall  institute  proceedings  for  foreclosure  of  tax  titles  as  soon 
as  such  proceedings  are  authorized  by  Sections  62  and  65  of 
Chapter  60,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Voted:  $100.00. 
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Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Assessors,  with  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  Corpora- 
tions and  Taxation,  to  use  unappropriated  funds  in  the  treasury 
for  the  reduction  of  taxes  during  the  current  year,  take  any 
action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  to  Indefinitely  Postpone. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $2,515.17  to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Middle- 
sex County  Retirement  System  in  accordance  with  the  provision 
of  the  General  Laws,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation 
thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  continue  to  put  the  Town  Park  into  proper 
condition  for  baseball,  softball,  football,  and  maintain  the 
same,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board. 

Voted  $1,500.00. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  installation  of  equipment  for  the  fluri- 
dation  treatment  of  the  Town's  water  supply,  take  any  action 
thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted:  $1,700.00.  (Reconsidered  at  Adjourned  Meeting 
on  March  12,  and  voted  to  refer  to  a  committee  of  five  to  report 
at  the  Next  Annual  Town  Meeting.  Committee;  Edwin  B. 
Coltin,  Edmund  L.  Hyde,  Richard  C.  Maxant,  and  Charles  E. 
Rhodes,  Jr. 

March  12,  1952. 

After  reconsideration  of  Article  5.  Section  e;  Article  4; 
Article  5,  Section  10;  Article  5,  Section  24,  and  Article  10  as 
noted,  it  was  moved  to  reconsider  all  Articles  2  thru  10  in- 
clusive, but  this  motion  was  lost. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  installation  of  one  additional  sewage 
pump  at  the  Sewage  Treatment  Plant  on  Brook  Street,  take 
any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto.  (Estimated  cost 
$1,300.00). 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 
Voted. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  a  tractor  with  a  front  end  loader 
for  snow  loading  and  dirt  handling,  take  any  action  thereon 
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or  in  relation  thereto.    (Estimated  cost  $4,500.00). 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 
Voted. 

Article  tS.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  em- 
power its  Board  of  Public  Works  to  sell  and  convey  the  land 
of  the  Water  Department  situated  at  Long  Pond,  containing 
30  acres,  35  square  rods  more  or  less,  and  as  described  in  deed 
to  the  Town  of  Ayer  of  Grace  Lawrence  et  al.,  dated  November 
5,  1890,  and  recorded  with  Middlesex  South  District  Deeds, 
Book  2051,  Page  259,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone.  (Reconsidered  at 
Meeting  March  14,  1952  and  voted  that  a  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors,  Henry  L.  Brown  and  Eugene  E.  Smith 
investigate  the  land  of  the  Town  at  Long  Pond  and  report 
at  the  next  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  lay  an  eight  inch  water  main  from  its 
present  terminus  on  Wright  Road  east  along  Wright  Road  a 
distance  of  five  hundred  (500)  feet  more  or  less  and  to  authorize 
the  town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  and  the 
Board  of  Public  Works,  to  borrow  money  therefor  in  accordance 
with  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws,  take  any  action  thereon 
or  in  relation  thereto.    (Estimated  cost  $3,000.00). 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board. 

Voted. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  lay  an  eight  inch  water  main  from  the  end  of 
the  present  main  on  Sandy  Pond  Road  near  John  Henry's 
home  along  Sandy  Pond  Road  and  Willow  Road  to  the  Littleton 
town  line  in  Pingryville,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation 
thereto.    (Estimated  cost  $28,050.00). 

Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  lay  an  eight  inch  water  main  from  the  Sandy 
Pond  Schoolhouse  along  the  Westford  Road  to  the  Groton  line, 
take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto.  (Estimated  cost 
$28,844.00). 

Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  release  and  convey  its 
interest  in  land  at  Town  Park  to  the  Hartnett  Tanning  Com- 
pany bounded  and  described  as  follows:  Commencing  at  a 
stone  bound  on  the  Southerly  side  of  Bligh  Street  the  land  of 
Hartnett  Tanning  Company;  thence  running  South  38°  West 


471  feet  to  a  stone  bound  on  the  shore  of  Grove  Pond ;  thence 
turning  and  running  in  a  Southeasterly  direction  by  the  shore 
of  Grove  Pond  to  a  stake;  thence  turning  and  running  North 
38°  East  543.57  feet  to  a  stake;  at  said  Bhgh  Street;  thence 
turning  and  running  North  52°  West  60  feet  by  the  Southerly 
line  of  Bligh  Street  to  a  stone  bound  at  the  point  of  beginning 
or  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted:  that  the  Town  sell  and  convey  to  the  Hartnett 
Tanning  Co.  for  the  consideration  of  $100.00  the  westerly 
portion  of  its  park  land  known  as  Nutting's  Grove  bounded 
and  described  as  above  and  that  the  Park  Commissioners 
are  hereby  directed  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  legislation 
authorizing  the  sale  and  conveyance  of  said  land  to  confer 
with  the  heirs  of  Sarah  J.  S.  Bennett  relative  to  their  release  of 
a  restriction  affecting  said  land,  and  thereafter  said  Park 
Commissioners  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  execute 
and  deliver  a  deed  thereof  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of 
Ayer. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  a  New  Cruiser  and  Equipment  for  the 
Police  Department,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation 
thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 

Voted:  $350.00. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  unpaid  bills  of  Miscellaneous,  Fire  Depart- 
ment, Town  Hall  Repairs,  Welfare  (Outdoor  Relief),  tiake  any 
action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 

Voted:     Miscellaneous  $143.20 
Fire  Depart.  512.43 
Town  Hall  Repairs  72.20 
Welfare  Dept. 
(Outdoor  Relief)  557.88 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  revoke  its  action  taken 
at  the  last  annual  meeting  wherein  it  adopted  Section  3,  of 
Article  I,  as  and  for  a  By-Law  of  the  town  and  which  has,  in 
part,  been  disapproved  by  the  Attorney  General  and  substitute 
the  following  to  be  known  as  Section  3. 

The  annual  meeting  shall  be  called  on  the  first  Monday 
in  March  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  the  polls 
shall  remain  open  from  five  minutes  past  eight  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon  until  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
All  business  except  the  election  of  such  officers  and 
the  determination  of  such  matters  as  by  law  or  vote 
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of  the  town  are  required  to  be  elected  or  determined 
by  official  ballot,  shall  be  adjourned  until  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  second  Monday  of  March 
of  each'  year  for  action  thereon. 

Voted 

Approved  by  the  Attorney 
General,  Oct.  27,  1952. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  amend  and  change  the 
numbering  of  certain  designated  articles  and  sections  of  the 
By-Laws  of  the  town  which  were  adopted  at  the  annual  mxCeting 
in  march,  1951,  and  which  have  been,  in  part,  disapproved  by 
the  Attorney  General,  and  designate  as  follows: 

1.  That  Section  6  of  Article  I  of  the  By-Laws  adopted  by 
the  town  at  the  last  annual  meeting  shall  be  known  as 
Article  V. 

2.  That  whereas  Article  VI  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  town 
adopted  by  the  town  at  the  last  annual  meeting  has 
been  disapproved  that  Article  VII  shall  be  known  as 
Article  VI. 

3.  That  Article  VIII  shall  be  known  as  Article  VII. 

4.  That  whereas  Article  IX  of  the  By-Laws  adopted  as  of 
March,  1951,  annual  meeting,  has  been  disapproved, 
Article  X  which  has  been  approved,  in  part,  shall  be 
known  as  Article  VIII. 

5.  That  whereas  Article  XI  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  town 
adopted  by  the  town  at  the  last  annual  meeting  has 
been  approved,  in  part,  it  shall  be  known  as  Article  IX. 

6.  That  whereas  Article  XII  of  the  By-Laws  adopted  by 
the  town  at  the  last  annual  meeting  reading  as  fol- 
follows:  "Section  1,  Every  violation  of  any  of  the 
provision  of  the  foregoing  by-laws  contained  in 
Articles  VIII,  IX,  X,  and  XI,  unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided by  law  or  these  by-laws,  shall  be  punished 
by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  twenty  (20)  dollars  for 
each  violation  or  breach  thereof.'' 

That  said  By-Laws  be  amended  and  in  place  of  the 
words  and  figures  VIII,  IX,  X  and  XI,  that  the 
same  be  set  forth  as  Articles  VII,  VIII,  and  IX. 
That  said  Article  XII  be  known  as  Article  X. 

7.  That  Article  XIII  shall  be  known  as  Article  XI  of 
the  By-Laws  and  that  the  reference  therein  to  Article  . 
XI  shall  be  known  and  published  as  ''Sections  of 
Article  IX." 

Voted. 

Article  22.  That  Section  23  of  Chapter  39  of  the  General 
Laws  be  accepted  by  the  town.    A  town  which  accepts  this 
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section  or  has  accepted  corresponding  provisions  of  earlier 
laws  may  provide  that  the  election  of  town  officers  shall  take 
place  at  any  time  within  seven  days  before  or  after  the  annual 
meeting  held  for  the  transaction  of  other  business.  The  time 
and  place  of  holding  such  election  and  vote  shall  be  stated  in 
the  warrant  for  the  annual  town  meeting  and  such  election 
and  vote  shall  be  deemed  parts  of  the  annual  town  meeting. 

Voted  Unanimously. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  Section  69-75, 
Chapter  152  of  the  General  Laws  (Ter.  Ed.)  concerning  Work- 
men's Compensation,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation 
thereto. 

Voted  Unanimoulsy 

Article  24.  To-see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $800.00  to  defray  the  cost  of  architectural  planning 
for  the  repairs  and  renovations  to  the  Pleasant  Street  school, 
take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 

Voted:  $800.00  to  be  spent  under  direction  of  the 
School  Committee. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  the 
Moderator  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  persons  to  work  with 
the  School  Committee  in  investigating  the  possibilities  of  the 
construction  of  a  consolidated  elementary  school  and  report 
back  at  a  future  town  meeting  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $300.00  to  cover  the  cost  of  such  investigation,  take  any 
action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted:  $300.00.  Committee  appointed.  Bertha  W. 
Doran,  Ferne  R.  Halleran,  Fred  Jahn,  Charles  H.  Prentiss  and 
Eugene  E.  Smith. 

Article  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  rescind  its  action  at  a 
special  town  meeting  on  September  13,  1946,  appropriating 
Twenty-five  Hundred  Dollars  ($2,500.00)  for  land  damages  in 
connection  with  the  East  Main  Street  overpass,  take  any  action 
thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously. 

Article  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  direct  the  transfer  of 
the  parking  meter  money  amounting  to  Seventeen  Hundred  and 
Forty-one  Dollars  and  Forty-four  cents  ($1,741.44)  to  the 
general  funds  in  the  town  treasury,  take  any  action  thereon  or 
in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously 

At  10:30  P.  M.  it  was  voted  to  postpone  further  considera- 
tion of  the  warrant  until  Friday,  March  14,  at  7  o'clock  P.  M. 
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March  14,  1952 

It  was  voted  to  reconsider  Article  13  as  noted  and  it  was 
then  moved  to  reconsider  all  articles  11  through  27,  but  this 
motion  was  lost. 

Article  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  direct  the  Selectmen 
to  pursue  enabling  legislation  in  the  General  Court  wherein 
the  Town  shall  borrow  a  sum  of  money  outside  the  debt  limit  for 
Outfall  Sewer,  Force  Main  and  sewage  disposal  purposes,  in 
addition  to  that  authorized,  raised  and  expended  under  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  300  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Court  in 
the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-nine,  of  which 
amount  so  borrowed  the  Town  shall  enter  an  agreement  with 
the  Hartnett  Tanning  Company  for  the  re-imbursement  to 
the  Town  of  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000.00) 
thereof  over  a  period  of  years,  of  the  money  so  borrowed  in- 
cluding interest  incurred  on  indebtedness  incurred  for  said 
purposes  with  bond  or  guarantee  for  complaince  therewith, 
take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously:  That  whereas  by  Chapter  300 
of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Court  for  the  year  1949,  the  Town 
of  Ayer.was  authorized  to  construct  an  Outfall  Sewer  or  Force 
Main  and  enlarge  its  treatment  works  for  the  disposal  of  its 
sewage,  with  authority  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  fifteen  thousand  dollars  ($115,000.  in  the 
aggregate,  and  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  of  the  Town  therefor, 
and  that  the  indebtedness  incurred  thereunder  could  be  in 
in  excess  of  the  debt  hmit;  and  it  was  further  provided  that  said 
act  should  become  effective  upon  acceptance  thereof  by  the 
Town  and  the  entering  into  an  agreement  with  the  Hartnett 
Tanning  Company,  and  the  agreement  was  entered  into 
with  the  Hartnett  Tanning  Company  in  the  amount  herein- 
before set  forth,  and  it  now  appears  that  additional  money 
is  required  by  reason  of  increased  costs  and  greater  construc- 
tion, the  Selectmen  and  Board  of  Public  Works  are  directed 
to  pursue  legislation  in  the  General  Court,  by  amendment  to 
aforesaid  Chapter  300  or  otherwise,  to  increase  the  amount 
authorized  to  be  borrowed  by  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
eighteen  thousand  dollars  ($118,000.)  of  which  additional 
amount  Hartnett  Tanning  Company  shall  pay  thirty  thousand 
dollars  ($30,000.)  in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  said  Chapter 
300  in  addition  to  the  amount  it  has  already  by  its  agreement 
in  writing  agreed  to  pay,  said  borrowing  to  be  authorized 
outside  the  debt  Umit. 

Article  29.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  Town  Hall  Repairs,  take  any  action 
thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 

Voted  Unanimously:  $1,000.00 
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Article  30.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  Town  Infirmary  Repairs,  take  any  action 
thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 
Voted  Unanimously:  $500.00 

Article  31.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $300.00  for  a  new  refrigerator  for  the  Town  In- 
firmary, take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 
Voted  Unanimously:  $300.00 

Article  32.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $50.00  for  the  Town  Clerk  for  Binding  of  Records, 
etc.,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 
Voted:    Unanimously:  $50.00 

Article  33.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $1,388.00  for  the  Police  Radio,  take  any  action  there- 
on or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 
Voted  Unanimously:  $1,300.00 

Article  34.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  have  a  blanket 
insurance  coverage  for  trucks  and  cars  owned  by  the  Town, 
take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Article  35.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $3,900.00  for  the  planting,  trimming  and  removal  of 
trees  covered  by  the  report  of  the  Shade  Tree  Committee, 
take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 
Voted  Unanimously:    $3,900.00  and  that  the  program 
be  directed  by  the  Committee,  Joseph  M.  Markham,  Houghton 
B.  Priest,  Henry  L.  Brown  and  the  Town  Tree  Warden. 

Article  36.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  have  the 
Moderator  appoint  a  committee  of  three  persons  to  study  the 
Public  Health  Survey  Report  recently  made  of  the  Nashoba 
Health  District,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Ayer  Board  of 
Health  render  a  report  at  the  next  annual  town  meeting  as  to 
what  action  should  be  taken  in  connection  with  the  recom- 
mendations therein  contained,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in 
relation  thereto. 
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Voted  Unanimously  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
by  the  Moderator.  Committee,  Dorothy  L.  Mattocks,  Richard 
J.  O'Toole,  and  Arthur  D.  Stroud. 

Article  37.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  and  adopt  the 
following  as  and  for  a  By-Law  of  the  Town  of  Ayer:  "When- 
ever a  dog  Owned  or  kept  in  the  Town  of  Ayer  shall  not  be 
licensed,  and  the  fee  not  paid  to  the  Town  by  June  30th  in  the 
amount  set  by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, as  an  annual  fee,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  shall  be  added 
to  the  amount  required  by  law  to  be  so  paid  and  this  additional 
dollar  turned  over  to  the  dog  officer." 

Voted  Unanimously. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  in  three  or  more  public  places  in  said 
Ayer,  one  of  which  shall  be  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  date  appointed  for  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  before  the  date  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eighth  day  of  February, 
A.D.,  1952. 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM 
GEORGE  V.  MOORE 
FRANK  C.  HARMON 

Board  of  Selectmen  of  Ayer. 


A  True  Copy. 

Attest:    WALTER  F.  PICARD,  Constable. 

February  11,  1952 
As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  I  have  this  day  posted 
three  attested  copies  in  three  pubhc  places,  one  of  which  was 
the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  before  said  meeting,  all  as  within 
directed 

WALTER  F.  PICARD,  Constable. 
A  True  copy  of  the  Warrant  and  Constable's  Return. 

Attest:  THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 

Town  Clerk. 


RESULT  OF  VOTES 

MODERATOR 
Ralph  H.  Richardson   993 

TOWN  CLERK 
Theodore  W.  Barry   1037 
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SELECTMEN— Three  Years 

Warren  T.  Carlsen   99 

Donald  R.  Griffin   441 

Louis  H.  Landry   25 

Robert  E.  McNiff   37 

George  V.  Moore   667 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE— Three  Years 

Donald  R.  Griffin   515 

Louis  H.  Landry   51 

George  V.  Moore   682 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS— Three  Years 

Homer  G.  Davenport   728 

Rodney  D.  Kidder   492 

TOWN  TREASURER 

Leslie  C.  Wells   1082 

ASSESSOR 

Frank  E.  Harlow     1059 

COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 

Theodore  W.  Barry     1047 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— Three  Years 

Helen  C.  Harron   844 

Warren  A.  Winslow   386 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH— Three  Years 

Henry  T.  Smith   977 

AUDITOR— Three  Years 

David  Lyons   42 

Wellman  E.  Parker   14 

William  Markham     12 

Lincoln  Wood   11 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEE— Three  Years 

Frank  R.  Mason   958 

PARK  COMMISSIONER— Three  Years 

John  C.  Conway   659 

James  S.  Draper   553 

TREE  WARDEN 

James  S.  Draper     914 

COMMISSIONER  OF  TRUST  FUNDS— Three  Years 

Ralph  H.  Richardson   954 

CONSTABLES— (4) 

Paul  L.  Boisseau   865 

Anthony  J.  Persuitte   662 

Walter  F.  Picard   951 

Earl  R.  Pillman   1049 

Newell  M.  Robinson   434 

Delwin  B.  Rockwood   448 

Total  votes  cast   1282 
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WARRANT  FOR  PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
Middlesex,  ss.  . 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Ayer: 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  you  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  who  are 
qualified  to  vote  in  Primaries  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  on 
Tuesday,  the  Twenty-ninth  Day  of  April,  1952,  at  12.30 
o'clock  P.M.  for  the  following  purposes.: 

To  bring  in  their  votes  to  the  Primary  officers  for  the 
election  of  Candidates  of  Political  Parties  for  the  following 
offices: 

10  Delegates  At  Large  to  the  National  Convention  of  the 
Republican  Party. 

10  Alternate  Delegates  At  Large  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Republican  Party. 

16  Delegates  At  Large  to  the  National  Convention  of  the 
Democratic  Party. 

16  Alternate  Delegates  At  Large  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Democratic  Party. 
2  District  Delegates  to  the  National  Convention  of  the 

Republican  Party — 5th  Congressional  Dist. 
2  Alternate  District  Delegates  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Republican  Party — 5th  Congressional 
Dist. 

4  District  Delegates  to  the  National  Convention  of  the 
Democratic  Party — 5th  Congressional  Dist. 

4  Alternate  District  Delegates  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Democratic  Party — 5th  Congressional 
Dist. 

District  Members  of  State  Committee — (One  Man  and 
one  Woman)  for  each  political  party  for  the  1st  Sena- 
torial District. 

20  Members  of  the  Repubhcan  Town  Committee. 

10  Members  of  the  Democratic  Town  Committee. 
PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE. 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  12.30  P.M.  to  7  P.M. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your 
doings  thereon  at  the  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  fifteenth  day  of  April,  A.D., 
1952. 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM, 
FRANK  C.  HARMON, 
G.  MOORE, 

Selectmen  of  Ayer. 

A  true  copy. 

Attest:    WALTER  F.  PICARD,  Constable. 
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April  16,  1952. 
As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  I  have  this  day  posted 
three  attested  copies  in  three  pubUc  places,  one  of  which  was  the 
Town  Hall,  seven  days  before  said  meeting,  all  as  within 
directed. 

WALTER  F.  PICARD,  Constable. 


PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY 
April  29,  1952 


As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  the  voters  of  Ayer, 
assembled  in  the  Town  Hall  on  Tuesday,  April  29,  1952  ,at 
12:30  o'clock  P.M.  and  were  called  to  order  by  Joseph  M. 
Markham,  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  who  acted  as  the  Pre- 
siding officer,  and  the  warrant  and  constable's  return  were  read 
by  the  Town  Clerk.  The  following  presented  appointments  as 
Election  Officers  and  were  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duties  by  the  Town  Clerk:  Howard  M.  Beverly,  Harry 
R.  Draper,  Dorothy  W.  Locke,  Mary  W.  McGuane,  Ida  K. 
Naparstek,  Ralph  H.  Richardson,  Thomas  D.  Smith,  Richard 
E.  Sylvester,  Paula  M.  Walsh  and  Paul  L.  Boisseau,  as  officer 
at  the  Polls.  Two  packages  said  to  contain  Republican  and 
Democratic  ballots  were  dehvered  to  the  presiding  officer;  the 
ballot  box  was  publicly  shown  to  be  empty,  the  register  set  at 
zero,  the  ballot  box  locked  and  the  key  turned  over  to  the 
officer  at  the  Polls. 

The  polls  were  declared  open  at  12:30  P.M.  and  at  7:00 
P.M.,  after  due  notice,  were  declared  closed.  At  this  time,  and 
previously  during  the  afternoon  386  ballots  were  taken  from 
the  ballot  box,  the  register  showing  the  same  number.  Both 
voting  lists  used  during  the  voting  showed  386  names  as 
having  voted.  After  the  completion  of  the  counting  and 
tabulation  of  the  votes  by  the  tellers  and  Town  Clerk,  the 
result  was  announced  at  8:30  P.M.  as  follows: 

REPUBLICAN  PARTY 

DELEGATES  AT  LARGE  TO 
NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


Leverett  Saltonstall   253 

Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr   254 

Joseph  William  Martin,  Jr. .  .   230 

Sinclair  Weeks   222 

Katherine  G.  Howard   213 

Daniel  Tyler,  Jr   213 

Robert  F.  Bradford   224 

Richard  I.  Furbush   211 

Charles  Gibbons   224 

Clarence  A.  Barnes   228 
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ALTERNATE  DELEGATES  TO 
NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Carroll  L.-Meins   205 

Maxwell  M.  Rabb   205 

Basil  Brewer.   216 

JohnA.  Volpe   201 

Julia  B.  Kirlin   200 

Esther  W.  Wheeler   205 

Louis  Van  N.  Washburn   202 

Robert  C.  Cochrane,  Jr   197 

Jean  L.  Olmsted   217 

George  W.  Schyrver   217 

Blanks   2323 


Total   6660 

DISTRICT  DELEGATES  TO 
NATIONAL  CONVENTION— 5th  District 

Group  1 

Harris  S.  Richardson   167 

Otis  M.  Whitney   165 

ALTERNATE  DELEGATES  TO 
NATIONAL  CONVENTION— 5th  District 

PaulR.  Achin   154 

Muriel  S.  Barnes   153 

Group  2 

DELEGATES 

Ralph  H.  Bonnell   56 

Robert  H.  W.  Welch,  Jr   49 

ALTERNATE  DELEGATES 

Edward  J.  DesSaulnier,  Jr   50 

Edith  G.  Gallant   49 

Blanks   489 


Total   1332 

STATE  COMMITTEE— First  Middlesex  District 

Frederick  C.  Achin     190 

Doris  Y.  Farrow   155 

Blanks   321 


Total  ;   666 

TOWN  COMMITTEE— 20  members 

Eugene  E.  Smith   244 

Frank  C.  Harmon   245 

Robert  J.  Stevenson   226 
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R.  Howard  Wylie   250 

Ralph  H.  Richardson   246 

Clarence  M.  Chase   242 

Frank  E.  Harlow   252 

LilHan  M.  Midgley   241 

Sylvia  S.  Bean   245 

George  L.  Bixby   247 

Ralph  H.  Winslow   238 

Olin  W.  Jenkins   245 

Hugh  H.  Thompson   221 

Hunt  R.  Cramer   236 

Harold  G.  Norton   243 

Murray  W.  Clark   226 

Minot  V.  Bastian,  Jr   224 

Harold  L.  Pillman   236 

Houghton  B.  Priest   5 

Bertha  W.  Doran   4 

Scattering   2 

Blanks   2342 


Total   6660 

PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE 

Eisenhower  229 

Taft   78 

McArthur   2 

Kef  auver   1 

Blanks   23 


Total   333 

DEMOCRATIC  PARTY 

DELEGATES  AT  LARGE  TO  THE 
NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Paul  A.  Dever   46 

John  W.  McCormack   40 

Maurice  J.  Tobin   42 

JohnB.  Hynes   39 

William  J.  Foley   40 

Henry  Brides   32 

J.  William  Belanger   34 

James  M.  Curley   34 

Margaret  M.  O'Riordan   33 

Thomas  P,  O^Neill,  Jr   37 

JohnC.  Carr   34 

John  E.  Powers   37 

Daniel  B.  Brunton   33 

Mary  DePasquale  Murray   33 

Charles  1.  Taylor   33 

John  W.  Coddaire,  Jr   35 
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ALTERNATE  DELEGATES 

Edward  A.  Pecce   37 

J.  Henry  Goguen   37 

Peter  J .  Levanti   38 

James  Leo  O'Connor   36 

Stanislaus  G.  'Wondolowski   33 

Edward  F.  Doolan   38 

Salvatore  Camelio   34 

Paul  T.  Smith   33 

Charles  Collatos   32 

Elizabeth  A.  Stanton   34 

Louis  H.  Glaser   35 

Helen  J.  Fay   34 

Silas  F.  Taylor   34 

Francis  H.  Murray,  Jr   34 

Thomas  F.  Graham   31 

Edith  T.  Wilcox   33 

Blanks   561 


Total   1696 

Group  1 

DISTRICT  DELEGATES— 5th  District 

Daniel  F.  Moriarty  ,   16 

William  C.  Geary   12 

Edward  P.  Gilgun   12 

Daniel  D.  O'Dea   16 

ALTERNATE  DELEGATES— 5th  District 

Helen  E.  Murphy   15 

Lawrence  E.  Corcoran   11 

Elias  J.  Kolofolias   10 

Helen  F.  Busby   12 

Group  2 

DELEGATES 

Joseph  W.  Monahan,  Jr. .  : ;   3 

James  C.  Menton   1 

John  J.  Curran .   1 

Leo  F.  Garvey   2 

ALTERNATE  DELEGATES 

John  F.  Finnerty    1 

Robert  E.  Mahoney   2 

John  J.  Sheehan   0 

James  A.  Coffey   2 

Not  Grouped 

DELEGATES 

Thomas  J.  Corbett   2 

Cornelius  F.  Cronin   0 
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James  A.  Cullen   2 

Mary  Maloney  Lynch   1 

Clara  A.  Gannon   1 

ALTERNATE  DELEGATES 

Helen  M.  Fitzgerald  Cullen   3 

Thomas  H.  McFadden   3 

Blanks   297 


Total   424 


STATE  COMMITTEE— First  Middlesex  Cistrict 

JohnC.  Carr   38 

Ann  V.  Pendergast   35 

Blanks   33 


Total   106 

TOWN  COMMITTEE— 10  Members 

George  L.  Wilson   36 

Helen  G.  Wilson   31 

John  C.  Guthrie   34 

Anna  M.  Markham   31 

James  J.  Carlin,  Jr   30 

Joseph  M.  Markham   36 

John  A.  McClellan  30 

Edmund  L.  Hyde   36 

John  M.  Carrigan   32 

Carl  A.  Black   28 

Blanks   206 


Total   530 

PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE 

Kefauver  ,   23 

Eisenhower   7 

Taft   2 

Barkley   2 

Russell   1 

Truman   1 

Stevenson   1 

Blanks   16 


Total   53 


All  the  uncast  ballots  were  sealed  in  one  package  and  the 
cast  ballots  and  the  checklists  used  at  the  primary  were  sealed 
in  another  package. 

Adjourned  at  8:30  P.  M. 

THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 
Town  Clerk. 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
May  6,  1952 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Middlesex,  ss. 

To  Any  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Ayer, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Ayer  quaUfied  to  vote  in  town  elections  and 
affairs  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Ayer,  on  Tuesday, 
the  sixth  day  of  May,  A.D.,  1952,  at  eight  o'clock  P.M.,  then 
and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

Article  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  Chapter  219 
of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Court,  amending  Chapter  300 
of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Court  for  the  year  1949,  which 
has  been  previously  accepted  by  the  Town,  increasing  the 
amount  which  the  Town  of  Ayer  may  borrow  for  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  purposes,  take  any  action  thereon  or 
in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  at 
adjourned  meeting  held  on  June  10,  1952. 

Article  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  or  borrow 
an  additional  sum  of  money,  the  sum  total  to  be  borrowed 
not  to  exceed  with  the  amount  already  authorized  to  be  bor- 
rowed the  sum  of  two  hundred  thirty- three  thousand  dollars, 
($233,000.),  for  Outfall  Sewer  or  Force  Main  and  enlargement 
of  Sewage  Treatment  Works,  authorized  under  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  300  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Court  for  the  year 
1949,  and  Chapter  219  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Court  for  the 
year  1952,  direct  the  entering  into  an  agreement  with  the 
Hartnett  Tanning  Com_pany  for  the  reimbursement  to  the 
Town  in  the  amount  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000.)  in 
addition  to  the  amount  guaranteed  by  the  said  Hartnett 
Tanning  Company  for  the  cost  of  construction  of  said  Outfall 
Sewer  or  Force  Main  and  enlargement  of  the  Sewage  Treat- 
ment Works,  said  reimbursement  to  be  applied  toward  the 
cost  of  construction  and  enlargement,  including  interest  on 
indebtedness,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board. 

Voted  Unanimously  at  the  adiourned  meeting 
held  on  June  10,  1952,  $118,000.  $2,000.00  to  be 
appropriated  from  available  funds,  $116,000.00  to 
be  borrowed  under  authority  of  Chapter  300  of 
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the  Acts  of  1949  as  amended  by  Chapter  219  of  the 
Acts  of  1952. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  additional  sum  of  $200.00  for  Street  Lighting,  take  any 
action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Advisory  Board 
Voted  Unanimously:    $300.00,  at  the 
adjourned  meeting  held  on  June  10,  1952. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  in  three  or  more  public  places  in  said 
Ayer,  one  of  which  shall  be  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting.  Hereof  fail  not 
and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon 
to  the  Town  Clerk  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  April 
A.  D.  1952. 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM, 
FRANK  C.  HARMON, 
G.  V.  MOORE, 

Selectmen  of  Ayer. 

A  True  Copy 

Attest:    WALTER  F.  PICARD,  Constable. 


April  29,  1952 
As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  I  have  this  day 
posted  three  attested  copies  in  three  public  places,  one  of 
which  was  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  before  said  meeting, 
all  as  within  directed. 

WALTER  F.  PICARD, 
Constable. 

A  True  Copy  of  the  Warrant  and  Constable's  return. 

THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 
Town  Clerk. 

SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
June  10,  1952 

WARRANT 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Middlesex,  ss. 

To  Any  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Ayer, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  Town  of  Ayer  qualified  to  vote  in  town  elections  and 
affairs  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Ayer  on  Tuesday,  the 
tenth  day  of  June  A.D.,  1952,  at  eight  o'clock  P.M.,  then  and 
there  to  act  on  the  following  articles. 

Article  1*  To  hear  and  act  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Moderator  to  investigate  the  possibiUties  of 
the  construction  of  a  consolidated  elementary  school  as  pro- 
vided in  Aritcle  25  of  the  Warrant  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
March  3,  1952. 

Voted  to  accept  the  report  and  publish 
same  in  the  next  Town  Report. 

Article  2.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
and  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  a  consolidated  ele- 
mentary school  and  determine  whether  the  money  shall 
be  provided  for  by  appropriation  from  available  funds  in  the 
treasury  and  by  borrowing  under  authority  of  Chapter  44 
of  the  General  Laws,  and  Chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948  as 
last  amended  by  Chapter  447  of  the  Acts  of  1951,  take  any 
action  toward  appointing  a  Building  Committee,  or  any  other 
action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  to  postpone  to  the  next  Annual  Meeting 
with  the  original  committee  instructed  to 
make  a  further  report. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  reconstructing, 
remodeling,  or  for  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Pleasant 
Street  School  and  determine  whether  the  money  shall  be 
provided  for  by  appropriation  from  available  funds  in  the 
treasury  and  by  borrowing  under  authority  of  Chapter  275  of 
the  Acts  of  1948  as  amended  by  Chapter  54  of  the  Acts  of 
1952,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Approved  by  Advisory  Board. 
Voted:  $3,800.00  from  available  funds  $30,000.00 
to  be  borrowed  under  authority  of  Chapter  275 
of  Acts  of  1948  as  amended  by  Chapter  54  of  the 
Acts  of  1952,  payable  in  accordance  with  Chapter 
44  of  the  General  Laws.  Sum  to  be  spent  under 
direction  of  the  School  Committee. 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  from 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $850.00  for  care 
of  patients  at  Middlesex  County  Sanatorium,  take  any  action 
thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Approved  by  Advisory  Board. 
Voted  Unanimously:  $850.00. 
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Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  from 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $450.00  for  radio 
equipment  for  the  fire  department,  take  any  action  thereon 
or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted:  $495.00. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer 
to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  for  the  extension  of  a  sewer  main 
on  Pearl,  Taft  and  Pleasant  Streets,  a  distance  of  2200  feet, 
take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto.  (Estimated 
cost  $10,000). 

Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  to  extend  the  Town  Water  System 
from  Sandy  Pond  Road  southerly  on  Snake  Hill  Road  a 
distance  of  600  feet  more  or  less,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in 
relation  thereto.   (Estimated  cost  of  $3,000.00). 

Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  in  three  or  more  public  places  in  said 
Ayer,  one  of  which  shall  be  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting.  Hereof  fail  not  and 
make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon 
to  the  Town  Clerk  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  third  day  of  June  A.D.,  1952. 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM, 
FRANK  C.  HARMON, 
GEORGE  V.  MOORE, 
Selectmen  of  Ayer. 

A  true  copy 

Attest:   WALTER  F.  PICARD,  Constable. 

June  3,  1952 

As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  I  have  this  day 
posted  three  attested  copies  in  three  public  places,  one  of 
which  was  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  before  said  meeting, 
all  as  within  directed. 

WALTER  F.  PICARD, 
Constable. 

A  True  copy  of  the  Warrant  and  Constable's  return. 

THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 
Town  Clerk. 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 


July  11,  1952 

WARRANT 

CommonwealJli  of  Massachusetts 
Middlesex,  ss. 

To  any  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Ayer, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Ayer  qualified  to  vote  in  town  elections  and 
affairs  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Ayer  on  Friday,  the 
eleventh  day  of  July,  A.D.,  1952,  at  eight  o'clock  P.M.  then 
and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles. 

Article  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  to  extend  the  Town  Water  System 
from  Sandy  Pond  Road  southerly  on  Snake  Hill  Road  a 
distance  of  600  feet  more  or  less,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in 
relation  thereto.   (Estimated  cost  $3,000.) 

Voted  Unanimously  $3,000.00. 

Article  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  reconstructing, 
remodehng,  or  for  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Pleasant 
Street  school  and  determine  whether  the  money  shall  be 
provided  for  by  appropriation  from  available  funds  in  the 
treasury  and  by  borrowing  under  authority  of  Chapter  275  of 
the  Acts  of  1948  as  amended  by  Chapter  54  of  the  Acts  of 
1952,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously:  $5,000  from  available  funds 
$28,800.  to  be  borrowed. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  from 
funds  in  the  treasury  or  borrow  a  sum  of  money  to  complete 
the  Water  main  extension  on  Wright  Road  which  was  author- 
ized at  the  last  Annual  Town  Meeting  or  take  any  action 
thereon  or  in  relation  thereto.    (Estimated  cost  $1,000.00). 

Voted  Unanimously  ;  $1,000.00. 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Town 
Treasurer  with  the  authority  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  the 
sum  of  $10,000.00  for  the  extension  of  sewer  mains  in  Section 
3  as  shown  on  plan  made  by  F.  A.  Barbour,  December,  1944  or 
take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously  that  a  committee  of  three 
together  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
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submit  a  report  on  extension  of  the  present 
system  not  later  than  third  week  in  December 
1952.  Committee  Donald  R.  Griffin,  Herbert  L. 
Hardy,  and  Henry  T.  Smith. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  in  three  or  more  pubhc  places  in  said 
Ayer,  one  of  which  shall  be  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  at 
least  before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting.  Hereof  fail 
not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings 
thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  second  day  of  July,  A.D.,  1952. 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM, 
FRANK  C.  HARMON, 
GEORGE  V.  MOORE, 
Selectmen  of  Ayer. 

A  True  copy 

Attest:    PAUL  L.  BOISSEAU,  Constable. 

July  3,  1952 

As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  I  have  this  day 
posted  three  attested  copies  in  three  public  places,  one  of 
which  was  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  before  said  meeting, 
all  as  within  directed. 

PAUL  L.  BOISSEAU, 
Constable. 

A  True  Copy  of  the  Warrant  and  Constable's  Return. 

Attest:      THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 
Town  Clerk. 


WARRANT  FOR  STATE  PRIMARY 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

Middlesex,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Ayer, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  you  are  hereby  required 
to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  who  are 
qualified  to  vote  in  Primaries  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Tuesday,  the  Sixteenth  day  of  September,  1952  at  12.30 
o'clock  P.M.  for  the  following  purposes: 

To  bring  in  their  votes  to  the  Primary  Officers  for  the 
Nomination  of  Candidates  of  Pohtical  Parties  for  the  following 
offices: 
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Governor  for  this  Commonwealth. 
Lieutenant-Governor  for  this  Commonwealth. 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  for  this  Commonwealth. 
Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  for  this  Commonwealth. 
Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth  for  this  Commonwealth. 
Attorney  General  for  this  Commonwealth. 
Senator  in  Congress  for  this  Commonwealth. 
Representative  in  Congress  for  5th  Congressional  District. 
Councillor  for  3rd  Councillor  District. 
Senator  for  1st  Senatorial  District. 

One  Representative  in  General  Court  for  12th  Represe- 

sentative  District. 
Clerk  of  Courts  for  Middlesex  County. 
Register  of  Deeds  for  Northern  District. 
County  Commissioners  (2)  Except  Nantucket  and  Suffolk 

Counties)  for  Middlesex  County. 

VACANCIES 
In  Essex  County:    a  Sheriff. 
In  Norfolk  County:    a  Sheriff. 
In  a  Plymouth  County:   a  County  Treasurer. 
In  Worcester  County:   a  County  Commissioner. 

The  Polls  will  be  open  from  12.30  P.M.  to  7.00  P.M. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your 
doings  thereon  at  the  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  second  day  of  September 
A.D.  1952 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM, 
FRANK  C.  HARMON, 
GEORGE  V.  MOORE, 
Selectmen  of  Ayer. 

A  true  copy. 

Attest:    WALTER  F.  PICARD,  Constable. 


Sept.  3,  1952. 

As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  I  have  this  day 
posted  three  attested  copies  in  three  public  places,  one  of  which 
was  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  before  said  meeting,  all  as 
within  directed. 

WALTER  F.  PICARD, 
Constable. 

A  true  copy  of  the  Warrant  and  Constable's  Return. 

Attest:   THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 
Town  Clerk. 
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STATE  PRIMARY 
September  16,  1952 


As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  the  voters  of  Ayer, 
assembled  in  the  Town  Hall  on  Tuesday,  September  16,  1952, 
at  12:30  P.M.  and  were  called  to  order  by  Frank  C.  Harmon, 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  who  acted  as  Presiding  Officer,  and 
the  warrant  and  constable's  return  were  read  by  the  Town 
Clerk.  The  following  presented  appointments  as  Election 
Officers  and  were  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties  by  the  Town  Clerk:  Martin  Donahue,  Hugh  Thomp- 
son, Thomas  D.  Smith,  Ralph  H.  Richardson,  Howard  M. 
Beverly,  Ida  K.  Naparstek,  Dorothy  W.  Locke,  Mary  W. 
McGuane,  Paula  Walsh,  and  Paul  L.  Boisseau  as  officer  at 
the  Polls.  Two  packages  said  to  contain  Repubhcan  and 
Democratic  ballots  were  delivered  to  the  presiding  officer; 
the  ballot  box  was  publicly  shown  to  be  empty,  the  register 
set  at  zero,  the  ballot  box  locked  and  the  key  turned  over  to  the 
officer  at  the  polls. 

The  Polls  were  declared  open  at  12:30  P.M.  and  at  7:00 
P.M.,  after  due  notice,  were  declared  closed.  At  this  time, 
and  previously  during  the  afternoon  352.  ballots  were  taken 
from  the  ballot  box,  the  register  showing  the  same  number. 
Both  voting  lists  used  during  the  voting  showed  352  names  as 
having  voted.  After  the  completion  of  the  counting  and 
tabulation  of  the  votes  by  the  Tellers  and  Town  Clerk,  the 
result  was  announced  at  8:00  P.M.  as  follows: 

REPUBLICAN 


GOVERNOR 

Christian  A.  Herter   257 

Blanks   22 

LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR 

Sumner  G.  Whittier   253 

Blanks   26 

SECRETARY 

Beatrice  Hancock  Mullaney   240 

Blanks    39 

TREASURER 

Fred  J.  Burrell   133 

Roy  Charles  Papalia   126 

Blanks   20 

AUDITOR 

David  J.  Mintz   243 

Blanks   36 
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ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

George  Fingold.   251 

Blanks     28 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS 

Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr. ...   256 

Blanks  ;  r  .   23 

CONGRESSMAN 

Edith  Nourse  Rogers   260 

Blanks  ,   19 

COUNCILLOR 

Otis  M.  Whitney   246 

Blanks   33 

SENATOR 

PaulR.  Achin   232 

Blanks   47 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

Robert  U.  Holden   230 

Chester  H.  Waterous   45 

Blanks   4 

CLERK  OF  COURTS 

Charles  T.  Hughes   193 

Charles  E.  Jellison.  .   24 

John  F.  Lombard   25 

Blanks   37 

REGISTER  OF  DEEDS 

William  B.  Bailey   128 

Arthur  L.  Harris   63 

Arlyne  F.  Hassett   24 

Harold  L.  Hunt   19 

Arthur  S.  Scipione   4 

Blanks   41 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 

William  G.  Andrew   141 

H.  Herbert  Applin   52 

L.  Johnson  Callas   15 

Walter  Francis  Chapman   22 

Edward  F.  Convery   11 

Albert  L.  Daigle   20 

S.  Hale  Harding.   24 

Patrick  J.  Jennings   11 

John  W.  Justice.  .   5 

Thomas  P.  Lane   12 

Harold  E.  Lawson  •   35 

Robert  L.  MacGergory   4 

W.  Edward  Magiera   6 

Herbert  Kenneth  Noble   35 

Maurice  L.  Spaulding   33 

Ellis  Sutcliffe   9 
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D.  Paul  Wormwood   14 

Blanks   109 

Total  Republican  Ballots  cast   279 


DEMOCRATIC 

GOVERNOR 

PaulA.  Dever   56 

Scattering   1 

Blanks   16 

LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR 

Charles  F.  Jeff  Sullivan   38 

Thomas  B.  Brennan   1 

Edward  C.  Carroll   2 

Thomas  J.  Kurey   4 

G.  Gerald  Lucey   17 

Joseph  L.  Murphy   5 

Blanks   6 

SECRETARY 

Edward  J.  Cronin   59 

Blanks   14 

TREASURER 

William  R.  Conley   7 

Cornelius  P.  Cronin   11 

James  E.  V.  Donelan   1 

Foster  Furcolo   26 

John  F.  Kennedy   20 

Jeremiah  F.  Murphy,  Jr   1 

Alexander  Francis  Sullivan   1 

Blanks   6 

AUDITOR 

Thomas  J.  Buckley   64 

Blanks   9 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

Francis  E.  Kelly   36 

Robert  T.  Capeless   20 

George  Leary   11 

John  V.  Moran   4 

Blanks   2 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS 

John  F.  Kennedy   64 

Scattering   1 

Blanks   8 

CONGRESSMAN 

Helen  M.  Fitzgerald  Cullen   48 

Blanks   25 

COUNCILLOR 

Daniel  T.  Carey   22 

Joseph  P.  Duca   6 
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Donald  F.  Falvey,  Jr. ;   11 

Edmund  S.  K.  Haverty   8 

Thomas  C.  Quinn.   14 

Blanks .  . :   12 

SENATOR 

Patrick  W.  Cox   19 

Frank  T.  McCarthy   22 

Edward  H.  O'Connor   6 

Edward  J.  Tierney   18 

Blanks   8 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

John  L.  Cotter   61 

CLERK  OF  COURTS 

Joseph  V.  Carroll   10 

Edward  J.  Crane   6 

John  F.  Ferrick   1 

Frederick  T.  McDermott   8 

Clement  Gregory  McDonough   14 

Edward  J.  Sullivan   13 

John  F.  SulHvan   10 

Blanks   11 

REGISTER  OF  DEEDS 

James  J.  Bagley   13 

George  H.  Boyle,  Jr   9 

William  P.  Crowley   7 

James  F.  Fitzgerald   22 

Thomas  A.  Hagerty   2 

Clarence  E.  Lord   2 

Paul  V.  Shaughnessy   10 

Blanks   8 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 

James  A.  Cullen   30 

Patrick  J.  Brennen   13 

Henry  F.  Buckley   7 

James  H.  Burns   0 

Theodore  Campo   3 

James  M.  Cook   6 

Benjamin  Watkins  Corey   4 

Edward  J.  Coughlin   4 

Charles  Cullinane   0 

James  W.  Donahue   5 

Emile  A.  Dumas   7 

Vincent  A.  Errichetti   1 

Eugene  X .  Giroux  '   6 

Gordon  F.  Hughes   2 

Andrew  V.  Kelleher   1 

Francis  R.  King   3 

John  L.  Mallett   0 

Gertrude  S.  McManus;   3 
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John  F.  Mullin     2 

Charles  Joseph  Murphy   3 

WilUam  H.  Murphy   0 

Francis  H.  Murray,  Jr   3 

Andrew  J.  Rogers   3 

Edward  H.  SulHvan   21 

Blanks   19 

Total  Democratic  ballots  cast  —  73  votes. 


All  the  uncast  ballots  were  sealed  in  one  package  and  the 
cast  ballots  and  the  checklists  used  at  the  primary  were  sealed 
in  another  package  in  open  meeting. 

Adjourned  at  8:00  P.  M. 

Theodore  W.  Barry, 
Town  Clerk. 

WARRANT 

FOR  STATE  AND  PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Middlesex,  ss. 

To  any  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Ayer, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  legal  voters  of  said  Town  of 
Ayer,  quahfied  to  vote  at  State  Elections,  to  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall  in  said  Ayer  on 

TUESDAY,  the  FOURTH  DAY  of  NOVEMBER  A.D.,  1952 
at  6 :30  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  by  posting  attested  copies  of  this 
warrant  in  three  or  m^ore  public  places,  one  of  which  shall  be 
the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  said  fourth  day 
of  November. 

OFFICERS  ON  OFFICIAL  BALLOT 
Presidential  Electors,  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Secre- 
tary, Treasurer,  Auditor,  Attorney  General,  Senator  in  Congress, 
Representative  in  Congress,  Councillor,  Senator,  Representative 
in  General  Court,  Clerk  of  Courts,  Register  of  Deeds,  County 
Commissioners  (2). 

QUESTON  NO.  I 

A.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  (or  town)  for  the  sale 
therein  of  alcoholic  beverages  (whiskey,  rum,  gin,  malt  bever- 
ages, wines  and  all  other  alcoholic  beverages)? 

B.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  (or  town)  for  the  sale 
therein  of  wines  and  malt  beverages,  (wine  and  beer,  ale  and 
all  other  malt  beverages)? 
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C.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  (or  town)  for  the  sale 
therein  of  all  alcoholic  beverages  in  packages,  so  called,  not  to 
be  drunk  on  the  premises? 

For  these  purpdses  the  polls  will  be  open  from  6:30  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon  and  will  be  closed  at  7  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  place  and  time 
appointed  for  the  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  October, 
A.D.,  1952. 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM, 
FRANK  C.  HARMON, 
GEORGE  V.  MOORE, 
Selectmen  of  Ayer. 

A  true  copy. 

Attest:   PAUL  L.  BOISSEAU,  Constable. 

As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  I  have  this  day 
posted  three  attested  copies  in  three  public  places,  one  of  which 
was  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  before  said  meeting,  all  as  within 
directed. 

PAUL  BOISSEAU, 
Constable. 

A  true  copy 

Attest:   THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 
Town  Clerk. 


PRESIDENTIAL  AND  STATE  ELECTION 

November  4,  1952 

As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  the  voters  of  Ayer 
assembled  in  the  Town  Hall  on  Tuesday,  November  4,  1952 
at  6:30  A.  M.  and  were  called  to  order  by  Frank  C.  Harmon, 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  who  acted  as  presiding 
officer.  It  was  voted  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the 
warrant.  The  following  voters  presented  their  appointments 
as  Election  Officers  and  were  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duties  by  the  Town  Clerk:  Dorothy  W.  Locke, 
Ralph  H.  Richardson,  Mary  W.  McGuane,  Paula  M.  Walsh, 
Ralph  0.  Jenkins,  Thomas  D.  Smith,  and  Paul  L.  Boisseau, 
as  Officer  at  the  Polls.  Later  in  the  day  Wendell  S.  Nutting, 
Ida  K.  Naparstek,  Martin  S.  Donahue,  M.  Alice  Logue, 
Howard  M.  Beverly,  Florabelle  A.  Craft,  Frank  L.  Maxwell, 
Hugh  H.  Thompson,  Nora  P.  Guthrie  and  Frank  E. 
Harlow  presented  their  appointments  and  were  properly 
sworn  in.   Official  ballots  said  to  number  2232  and  Specimen 
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Ballots  were  delivered  to  the  presiding  officer  by  the  Town 
Clerk;  the  ballot  box  was  pubHcly  shown  to  be  empty;  the 
register  set  at  zero,  locked  and  the  keys  delivered  to  Constable 
Paul  L.  Boisseau.  The  polls  were  declared  open  at  6:30  A.  M. 
and  at  7  P.  M.  after  due  notice,  were  declared  closed  except 
for  the  casting  of  Absentee  Ballots.  These  Absentee  Ballots 
were  examined  by  the  Presiding  Officer  and  found  in  order  with 
the  exception  of  one,  and  were  deposited  in  the  ballot  box, 
which  was  then  closed  for  all  purposes. 

At  this  time  and  at  various  times  during  the  day  1756 
ballots  were  taken  from  the  ballot  box.  The  final  registration 
on  the  ballot  box  and  both  check  lists  used  showed  that  1756 
names  had  been  checked  as  having  voted.  After  the  completion 
of  the  counting  and  tabulation  the  result  was  announced  at 
10:10  P.  M.  as  follows: 

ELECTORS  FOR  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT 


Eisenhower  and  Nixon,  RepubUcan   1052 

Hallinan  and  Bass,  Peace  Progressive   0 

Hamblen  and  Holtwick,  Prohibition                          .  0 

Hass  and  Emery,  Socialist  Labor   0 

Stevenson  and  Sparkman,  Democratic   678 

Blanks   26 

GOVERNOR 

Paul  A.  Dever,  Democratic   789 

Christian  A.  Herter,  Republican   937 

Lawrence  Gilfedder,  Socialist  Labor   1 

Florence  H.  Luscomb,  Peace  Progressive   1 

Guy  S.  Williams,  Prohibition   1 

Blanks   27 

LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR 

Charles  F.  Jeff  Sullivan,  Democratic   751 

Sumner  G.  Whittier,  Republican   937 

William  R.  Ferry,  Prohibition   2 

Francis  A.  Votano,  Socialist  Labor   2 

Blanks     64 

SECRETARY 

Edward  J.  Cronin,  Democratic   757 

Beatrice  Hancock  Mullaney,  Republican   893 

Alice  M.  Ferry,  Prohibition   4 

Fred  M.  Ingersoll,  Socialist  Labor   3 

Blanks   99 

TREASURER 

Foster  Furcolo,  Democratic   745 

Roy  Charles  Papalia,  Republican   893 

Henning  A.  Blomen,  Socialist  Labor   5 

Harold  J.  Ireland,  Prohibition   8 

Blanks   105 
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AUDITOR 

Thomas  J.  Buckley,  Democratic   798 

David  J.  Mintz,  Republican   859 

Anthony  Martin,  Socialist  Labor   0 

Robert  A.  Sirajnons,  Prohibition   0 

Blanks ;  !   99 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

Francis  E.  Kelly,  Democratic   638 

George  f'ingold,  Repubhcan .   1014 

Arthur  W.  Blomen,  Socialist  Labor   4 

Howard  B.  Rand,  Prohibition   6 

Blanks   94 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS 

Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr.,  Republican   979 

John  F.  Kennedy,  Democratic   743 

Thelma  Ingersoll,  Socialist  Labor   0 

Mark  R.  Shaw,  Prohibition   0 

Blanks   34 

CONGRESSMAN— Fifth  District 

Edith  Nourse  Rogers,  Republican   I457 

Helen  M.  Fitzgerald  Cullen,  Democratic   257 

Miriam  S.  Hall,  Prohibition   0 

Blanks   42 

COUNCILLOR— Third  District 

Otis  M.  Whitney,  Republican   982 

Thomas  C.  Quinn,  Democratic   653 

Blanks   121 

SENATOR— First  Middlesex  District 

Paul  R.  Achin,  Republican.   958 

Frank  T.  McCarthy,  Democratic   692 

Blanks   106 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT— 
Twelfth  Middlesex  District 

John  L.  Cotter,  Democratic   794 

Chester  H.  Waterous,  Republican   852 

Blanks   110 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURTS— Middlesex  County 

Charles  T.  Hughes,  Republican   93I 

Edward  J.  Sullivan,  Democratic   701 

Blanks   124 

REGISTER  OF  DEEDS— Middlesex  Southern  District 

William  B.  Bailey,  Republican   894 

James  F.  Fitzgerald,  Democratic   729 

Blanks  •   133 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS— Middlesex  County 

Wilham  G.  Andrew,  Republican   909 

James  A.  Cullen,  Democratic   595 

H.  Herbert  Applin,  Repubhcan   640 

Patrick  J.  Brennan,  Democratic   557 

Blanks   811 
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QUESTION  NO.  I 


A         Yes   1113 

No   367 

Blanks   276 

B         Yes   1086 

No   324 

Blanks   346 

C         Yes   1161 

No   278 

Blanks   817 


All  the  ballots  cast,  absentee  ballots  and  papers  referring 
thereto,  and  both  check  lists  used  at  the  election  were  sealed  in 
two  boxes  and  the  meeting  adjourned  at  10.15  o'clock  P.M. 

THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 
Town  Clerk. 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
December  2,  1952 

WARRANT 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Middlesex,  ss. 

To  Any  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Ayer, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Ayer  qualified  to  vote  in  town  elections  and  affairs  to 
meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Ayer,  on  Tuesday,  the  second 
day  of  December,  A.D.,  1952,  at  eight  o'clock  P.M.,  then  and 
there  to  act  on  the  following  articles. 

Article  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  an  extension  of 
Lincoln  Street  from  Highland  Avenue  northerly  a  distance  of 
700  feet  more  or  less  and  accept  a  deed  to  said  street,  take 
any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously:    to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Article  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  from  funds 
in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $4,000.00  for  the  extension  of  an 
eight-inch  water  main  in  proposed  Lincoln  Street  extension, 
a  distance  of  approximately  400  feet,  take  any  action  thereon 
or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously:    to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  a  deed  of  land 
from  Vernon  F.  and  Edla  V.  Wood  and  accept  an  extension  of 
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Rosewood  Avenue  easterly  a  distance  of  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five  (825)  feet  more  or  less,  take  any  action  thereon 
or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  Ujianimously :    to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  from  funds 
in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $6,000.00  for  the  extension  of  the 
water  main  in  the  proposed  Rosewood  Avenue  a  distance  of 
600  feet,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously:    to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  from  funds 
in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  as  additional  monies  to 
complete  the  auxiliary  water  supply  for  operation,  take  any 
action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously:    to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  from  funds 
in  the  treasury  the  additional  sum  of  $275.00  for  the  Forest 
Warden,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Approved  by  the  Advisory  Board. 
Voted  Unanimously:  $275.00. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  from  funds 
in  the  treasury  the  additional  sum  of  $200.00  for  the  Board  of 
Health,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Approved  by  the  Advisory  Board. 
Voted  Unanimously:  $200.00. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appoint  a  committee 
to  act  with  the  Selectmen  to  investigate  the  zoning  laws 
and  make  recommendations  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
health,  safety,  convenience,  morals  or  welfare  of  its  inhabitants 
for  by-laws  to  regulate  and  restrict  the  height,  number  of 
stories,  and  size  of  structures  of  buildings,  the  size  and  width  of 
lots,  the  percentage  of  lot  that  may  be  occupied,  the  size  of 
yards,  courts  and  other  open  spaces,  the  density  of  population, 
and  the  location  and  use  of  buildings,  structures  and  land  for 
trade,  industry,  residence  or  other  purposes,  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  for  publishing  and  other  incidental  expenses  in 
connection  therewith,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation 
thereto. 

Voted  Unanimously :  $50.00  for  Expenses.  Com- 
mittee appointed,  John  L.  Bean,  George  L. 
Donahue,  Edward  J.  Halleran,  Frank  E.  Harlow, 
and  Charles  O.  Moss.  Committee  to  report  at 
Annual  Town  Meeting  1954. 
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And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  in  three  or  more  pubhc  places  in  said 
Ayer,  one  of  which  shall  be  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting.  Hereof  fail  not  and 
make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  to 
the  Town  Clerk  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  Novem- 
ber A.D.,  1952. 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM, 
FRANK  C.  HARMON, 
GEORGE  V.  MOORE, 
Selectmen  of  Ayer. 

A  true  copy. 

Attest:    ANTHONY  J.  PERSUITTE,  Constable. 

November  25,  1952 
As  directed  in  the  foregoing  warrant  I  have  this  day 
posted  three  attested  copies  in  three  Public  places,  ore  of 
which  was  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  before  said  meeting, 
all  as  within  directed. 

ANTHONY  J.  PERSUITTE, 
Constable. 

A  True  copy  of  the  Warrant  and  Constable's  Return. 

Attest:     THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 
Town  Clerk. 


BIRTHS  RECORDED,  A.  D.  1952 


Date  Name  Parents 

Mary  Jane  Goubeaud — John  Raywood  Goubeaud 

and  Marion  Catherine  Ritterbusch. 
Nicholas  P.  Laggis — Peter  N.  Laggis  and  Anastatia 
Maravelias. 

Jimmie  Frederick  Isbell — Jimmie  Frederick  Isbell 
and  Marie  Philmene  Daigle. 
Killorran   Peter   Livingstone — Melvin  Fletcher 

Livingstone  and  Elaine  Marie  Biganess. 
Patricia  Jean  Bailey — Richard  Bailey  and  Alice 
Robinson. 

Bertrand  Edward  Cote,  Jr. — Bertrand  Edward 

Cote,  Sr.  and  Gertrude  Clara  Yates. 
Catherine  Marie  Scullane — John  Thomas  Scullane 

and  Marjorie  Catherine  Drumm. 
Peter  Kimball  Wood — Bertram  Roderick  Wood 

and  Judith  Webber. 
Harold  Andrew  Wagner — Edward  Francis  Wagner 
and  Rita  Elizabeth  Blood. 


Jan. 

1 

Jan. 

1 

Jan. 

10 

Jan. 

11 

Jan. 

12 

Jan. 

12 

Jan. 

13 

Jan. 

14 

Jan. 

18 
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Date 


Jan. 

21 

Jan. 

25 

Jan. 

25 

Jan. 

29 

Jan. 

30 

Feb. 

2 

Feb. 

8 

Feb. 

8 

Feb. 

11 

Feb. 

13 

Feb. 

15 

Feb. 

15 

Feb. 

18 

Feb. 

20 

Feb. 

20 

Feb. 

21 

Feb. 

22 

Feb. 

22 

Feb. 

25 

Feb. 

26 

Feb. 

28 

March 

1 

March 

2 

March 

2 

March 

2 

Name  Parents 
John  Robert  Linscott — Edward  Franklin  Linscott, 

Jr.  and  Marjorie  Elizabeth  Pell. 
Linda  Margaret  Kane — Lawrence  Robert  Kane 

^and  Matilda  Harris. 
Judith  Anne  Farnsworth — Percy  Grant  Farns- 

worth  and  Lillian  Mary  Magnan. 
Wendy  Foss  Strachan— John  Morgan  Strachan 

and  Elizabeth  Foss. 
Barbara  Ruth  Donelan — John  Donelan  and  Mary 

Catherine  McCann. 
Rebecca  May  Babcock — George  M.  Babcock  and 

Irene  EUzabeth  Hackett. 
Edmund  Burke  Hardcastle — Y.  Fitzhugh  Hard- 
castle,  Jr.  and  Edith  Beardall. 
Charlotte  Anne  Leonard — Leroy  Leonard  and 

Mildred  Smith. 
Hope  Marno — John  Marno,  II  and  Claire  Mari 

Reggio. 

Margaret  Ann  Bohenko — Anthony  Bohenko  and 

Rita  May  Gervry. 
Linda  Ann  Marois — Alfred  Benjamin  Marois  and 

Ruth  Schwartz. 
Patricia  Ann  Larochelle — Richard  Leo  Larochelle 

and  Jeannette  Mary  Levesque. 
Cornelius  Francis  Desmond,  IV — Cornelius  Francis 

Desmond  and  Jacqueline  Marie  Guthrie. 
Peter  Steven  Robinson — Richard  Robinson  and 

Eleanor  Elizabeth  Aiken. 
Judith  Louise  Whitney — Nathaniel  Whitney  and 

Mary  Reynolds. 
Judith  Ellen  Tuttle— Roger  Niles  Tuttle  and 

Shirley  Irene  Perkins. 
Michael  Rakip — Richard  Norman  Rakip  and 

Marianne  Kathleen  L'Heureux. 
Martha    Celeste  Hemenway — Irving  Samuel 

Hemenway,  Jr.  and  Theresa  Mary  Gionet. 
Philomena    Josephine    Landry — Louis  Hervey 

Landry  and  Helen  Mary  Pirone. 
Female  child. 

Candice  Marino — Charles  James   Marino  and 

Marilyn  Lee  Taylor. 
Kathy  Ellen  Schofield— Richard  Clyde  Schofield 

and  Mary  Louise  Savin.  ' 
Roberta   Margaret   McDowell — Robert  Henry 

McDowell  and  Irene  Florence  Campbell. 
Richard  Paul  McDowell — Robert  Henry  McDowell 

and  Irene  Florence  Campbell. 
David  Wayne  Finnegan — Gerald  David  Finnegan 

and  Norma  Alice  Titus. 
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Date  Name  Parents 

March    6    Philippe  Henri  Michaud — Ernest  Joseph  Michaud 

and  Annette  Jean  Rougeau. 
March    7    Norman  Joseph  Newton — Norman  Newton  and 

Margaret  June  Stimpson. 
March  10    Beverly  Regina  Cannon — Reginald  Truett  Cannon 

and  Mable  Lee  Sanders. 
March  10    Brenda  Irene  Goodwin — Arthur  Edward  Goodwin 

and  Irene  Beatrice  Henderson. 
March  12   James  Day  Barclay — Robert  Day  Barclay  and 

Mildred  N.  Loucke. 
March  13    David  Robert  Emerson — William  Joseph  Emerson 

and  Dorothy  Elmira  Pond. 
March  13   Jeffrey  John  Howell — Donald  Eugene  Howell  and 

Mary  Carolyn  Sturwold. 
March  15    Martha   Elizabeth    Sambito — Anthony  Robert 

Sambito,  Sr.  and  Madeline  Eva  Olsson. 
March  15    Susan     Deborah     Toomoth — Frederic  Belon 

Toomoth  and  Sylvia  Kathrine  Sax. 
March  17    Herbert     Theodore     Nauman,     Jr. — Herbert 

Theodore  Nauman  and  Dolores  Marguerite 

Anderson. 

March  18    Cornelia  Pleasants — Richard  Rundle  Pleasants 

and  Helen  Ewing. 
March  19    Robert  Andrew  Muirhead — Richard  James  Muir- 

head  and  Minnie  Augusta  Cunningham. 
March  19    Coleen  Margaret  Day — Robert  Lindlsey  Day  and 

and  Marguerite  Mary  Hurley. 
March  20   Linda  May  Yoder — Hal  Len  Yoder  and  Frances 

Zelma  Lang. 

March  20   Ralph  Lee  Ellis — Vaughn  Ivan  Ellis  and  Margaret 
Eileen  Cronin. 

March  21    Leand  Sue  Grieb — John  S.  Grieb  and  Norma  Lee 
AUender. 

March  21    John  Stanley  Januskiewiecz — Edmond  Januskie- 

wiecz  and  PhyUis  Read. 
March  21    Stephen  Richard  Trenholm — Richard  McLean 

Trenholm  and  Sheila  Dale  Nichols. 
March  27    Female  child. 

March  27    Helen  Mary  Shepard — Raymond  Leon  Shepard 

and  Leda  Mary  Croteau. 
March  27    David  Dana  Sanderson — Albert  Henry  Sanderson 

and  Georgeanna  Helen  Washburn. 
March  28   Shirley  Dinsmore — Clayton  Albert  Dinsmore  and 

Barbara  Habelow. 
March  28    Gary  James  Dumas — ^John  Francis  Dumas  and 

Lorraine  Rose  Davan. 
March  28    Ellen  Ruth  Gustavson — Carl  Bertel  Gustavson 

and  Ruth  Marion  Erickson. 
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Date  Name  Parents 

March  30    Wayne  Barry  Rogers — Elbert  George  Rogers  and 

Deneige  Gloria  Gionet. 
April      2    Carol  Frances  Healy — Richard  Francis  Healy  and 

Christine  Ehzabeth  Pierce. 
April      2    Dorothy  Jean  Healy — Richard  Francis  Healy  and 

Christine  Elizabeth  Pierce. 
April      2    John  David  Whitehouse — Robert  Lyle  Whitehouse 

and  Janette  Arnold. 
April      3   Judy  Rae  Van  Acker — Emil  Arthur  Van  Acker  and 

Alice  Mildred  Peyer. 
April      3    Kerry  Ann  McCollester — Donald  Quincy  McCol- 

lester  and  Christine  Charlotte  Wolfe. 
April      4    Norma    Esther    Rondeau — Alexander  Lucien 

Rondeau  and  Doris  Elizabeth  Peterson. 
April      4    Cathy  Ann  Mahony — Thomas  Francis  Mahony 

and  Dorothy  Cecilia  O'Leary. 
April      4    Daniel  Loriston  Hoffman — Frank  George  Hoffman 

and  Virginia  May  Naylor. 
April      6    Sharon  Ann  Kane — John  Frederick  Kane  and 

Doris  Marion  Roloff . 
April      7    Robert  Sanford  Fitch — Austin  Sanford  Fitch  and 

Evelyn  Mae  Neagle. 
April      7    Theodore    Robert    Leverenz — Gerhard  Martin 

Leverenz  and  Ehzabeth  Mina  McLaren. 
April      9   Judith  Elaine  Dubey— Laurence  Edward  Dubey 

and  Grace  Etta  Robinson. 
April      9    Diane  Marie  Gifford— Eben  Guy  Gifford  and 

Margaret  Mary  Schimmell. 
April      9    Debra  May  Parker — Wellman  E.  Parker  and 

Norma  M.  Melendy. 
April     10    Kathleen  Connell— Phillip  Raymond  Connell  and 

Josephine  Mary  Lewkowicz. 
April    11    Richard  Lawrence  Strand — Richard  Warren  Strand 

and  Mary  Esther  Kerrigan. 
April     14   Judy  Anna  Santimaw— Virgil  William  Santimaw 

and  Rita  Mary  Heart. 
April     18   Stephen  Leonard  Payne — Marvin  Louis  Payne 

and  Mary  Marie  Stephens. 
April    19   Alexander  Charles  Vlahos — Evrevearde  Charles 

Vlahos  and  Winifred  Young. 
April    22    Ruby  Louise  Gionet — Andrew  Louis  Gionet  and 

Betty  June  Musleman.  , 
April    22    Kevin  Michael  McCann — John  Patrick  McCann 

and  Norma  Jeannette  Nickerson. 
April    24   Russell  Wayne  Salter — Russell  L.  Salter  and  Rita 

Boisvert. 

April    25    Janis  Eileen  Pauley — Harry  Gardner  Pauley  and 
Stella  Donelko. 
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April    26    Pieter  Kensett  Crow — Thomas  Seabury  Crow  and 

Eleanor  Mary  Fletcher. 
April    26    Hilarie  Ann  Stutzman — Fletcher  Stutzman,  Jr. 

and  Harriet  Loraine  Hall. 
April    28    Frances  Elizabeth  Haas — Robert  Lee  Haas  and 

Jeanne  Doris  Roy. 
April    30    Katherine    Michiel    Head — Lawrence  Wallace 

Head,  Jr.  and  Florence  Patrick  Ryan. 
May      3    Adrianna  Morris — Andred  Alfred   Morris  and 

Gloria  Alva  Gerbi. 
May      4    Allan  Ellwood  Smith — Vernon  Lawrence  Smith 

and  Evelyn  Mary  Spinney. 
May      4   John  William  Wheeler — Roger  William  Wheeler 

and  Charlene  Pancy  McDowell. 
May      4   Eugene  Henry  Corley,  Jr. — Eugene  Henry  Corley 

and  Pearl  Mattie  Burgess. 
May      5    Dennis  Michael  Dunphy — Charles  Arthur  Dunphy 

Irene  Mary  Hill. 
May      6    William  Robert  Chapman,  3rd — William  Robert 

Chapman,  Jr.  and  Mary  Ehzabeth  Markland. 
May      7    Pamela  Sue  Schoenfeld — Leon  Schoenfeld  and 

Gertrude  Schellhaas. 
May      7    Debra  Elaine  Burdick — John  Oliver  Burdick  and 

Dora  Clarabelle  Jackson. 
May      7    Paul  Edwin  Loring — George  Edwin  Loring  and 

Philomena  Leone. 
May      8    Earlene  Linda  Davis — Earl  Lawrence  Davis,  Jr. 

and  Claire  Marie  Lareau. 
May      9    Charles  Frank  Oakes — Charles  Frank  Oakes  and 

Doris  Etta  May. 
May     10    Barbara   Ann   Reichert — Henry   Riechert  and 

Barbara  Ehzabeth  Phelan. 
May     10    Martha  Susan  Chalmers — Ralph  Evans  Chalmers 

and  Joan  Loretta  Thompson. 
May     10   David  Edward  Wheeler — Perley  Edgar  Wheeler 

and  Agnes  Rose  Shea. 
May     11    Patricia  Ruth  Mays — Frank  Andrew  Mays  and 

Iva  WiUiamson  Mills. 
May     11    Rebecca  Worman — Walter  Worman  and  Sally 

Dickey  Worrell. 
May     14    Michelle  Carbo — John  Joseph  Carbo  and  Vincensa 

Virginia  Bucklerewicz. 
May     14   Rolinda  Lemire — Roland  Eugene  Lemire  and 

Marian  Ann  Marr. 
May     14    Peggy  Ellen  Nellist— Edward  John  Nellist  and 

Margaret  Mary  Finno. 
May     15  Stillborn. 

May     16    William  Stephen  Mauro — Alfred  Joseph  Mauro 
and  Anna  May  Lynchock. 
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May     17    Martin  Kafka — Hvezdon  Kafka  and  Vera  Martin- 
cova. 

May     17    Michael  Evans  Hirtle— Ronald  William  Hirtle  and 

Eleanor  Louise  Mitchel. 
May     17    Sarah  Lewis — Fred  Woodward  Lewis  and  Elizabeth 

Katherine  Allara. 
May     18    Mark  David  Simpson — Michael  Joseph  Simpson 

and  Patricia  O'Kane. 
May     18    Brian  Eric  Anderson — Paul  Luther  Anderson  and 

Janet  Louise  Campbell. 
May     19    Anita  Marie  Cattell— Richard  Kenneth  Cattell 

and  Elizabeth  Harriet  Reese. 
May     21    Carol  Anne  Watson — Carroll  Ross  Watson  and 

Marian  Anne  Capron. 
May     22    Kathleen  Rose  Marvin— William  Boyd  Marvin 

and  Barbara  Louise  Whitten. 
May     24   John  Edward  Waters — Leroy  Eugene  Waters  and 

Ehzabeth  May  Davenport. 
May     25    Kimberly  Chase— Gordon  Willis  Chase  and  Mary 

Eleanor  Holden. 
May     26    Dennis  Wendell  Priest— Durward  Wendell  Priest 

and  Barbara  Ann  Curtis. 
May     26    Linda  Anne  Alward — Walter  Adams  Alward  and 

Annastacia  Mary  Griffin. 
May     27    Paula     Jean      Bastnagel — Raymond  Joseph 

Bastnagel  and  Bonnie  Jean  Conneran. 
May     28    Edward  WilHam  Bromble,  Jr.— Edward  William 

Bromble  and  Mary  Evelyn  Elmore. 
May     28    Steven  Joseph  Edwards — John  Stephen  Edwards 

and  Irene  Louise  Gasek. 
May     28    Rhonda  Sharon  Morse — John  Albert  Morse  and 

Norma  Margaret  Tobin. 
May     30    Edward  James  Clark— Edward  John  Clark  and 

Rose  Rita  Valentine. 
May     31    Patricia  Harding — Edward  Hall  Harding  and 

Dorothy  Mae  Wollenweber. 
May     31    Mary  Bowler — John  Francis  Bowler  and  Margaret 

Muraine. 

June      1    Karen  Dawn  Walsh — William  Joseph  Walsh  and 

Marie  Priscilla  Gardner. 
June      2   James  Michael  Cichy— Frank  John  Cichy  and 

CaroUne  Ann  Boisseau. 
June      3    David  Joseph  Gionet — ^Joseph  Leon  Gionet  and 

Diana  Yvonne  Belliveau. 
June      4    Beverly  Sue  Jacobs — Hyman  Jacobs  and  Helen  S. 

Slarskey. 

June      5    William  Mark  Blodgett— Harold  Elmer  Blodgett 
and  Gertrude  Lois  Miller. 
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Clarence  Edward  Jefferson — Gordon  W.  Jefferson 

and  Emma  Carrie  Briggs. 
Daniel  Lawrence  Sullivan — James  Edward  Sullivan 

and  Charlene  Marie  Provost. 
Ilene   Natalie   Slarskey — Sidney   Slarskey  and 

Shirley  Goldberg. 
Rhonda     Elizabeth     Sullivan — Richard  Paul 

Sullivan  and  Virginia  Ester  Hammond. 
David  Armand  Lambert — Armand  David  Lambert 

and  Rita  Therese  Aubuchon. 
Robert  Barry  Cronin — WiUiam  Robert  Cronin 

and  Mayrita  Barry. 
William    Gordon    Hamilton — William  Gordon 

Hamilton  and  Loretta  Irene  Chester. 
Mark  William  Fisher — Edwin  Armory  Fisher  and 

Evelyn  Mary  Phair. 
Mary  Alice  Lunney — Edward  Joseph  Lunney,  Jr. 

and  Reba  Estelle  Hare. 
Thomas    Edward    Wheeler — Charles  Edward 

Wheeler  and  Ruth  Louise  Grover. 
Barbara  Jean  Glowacki — Stanley  J.  Glowacki  and 

Mona  E.  Shannahan. 
Stillborn. 

Bennett  Parker  Waugh — James  Champlin  Waugh 

and  Dorothy  Parker  Richardson. 
Gayle     Louise     Shattuck — Clifford  Merserve 

Shattuck  and  Louise  Ann  Raftery. 
Bonnie  Rae  Baker — Luther  Galloway  Baker  and 

Lorita  Opal  Smith. 
Paul  James  Keese — John  Anthony  Keese  and 

Mabel  Eleanor  Savin. 
Thomas     Oliver     Carpenter — William  Bruce 

Carpenter  and  Maria  Laraine  Piermarini. 
Dale  Ann  Adams — John  Edward  Adams,  Jr.  and 

Pearl  Dorothy  Chartrand. 
John     Edward     Robinson — Clifford  Andrew 

Robinson  and  Carmen  Dora  Valcourt. 
Richard  Walter  Cote — Andrew  Francis  Cote  and 

Florence  Mary  Magnan. 
William  Alva  Metcalf— Robert  Otis  Metcalf  and 

Ruth  Elizabeth  MacPhee. 
Edward    James    Iverson,  Jr. — Edward  James 

Iverson  and  Aileen  Rose  O'Keefe. 
Fred  Smith  Roberts,  Jr. — Fred  Smith  Roberts  and 

Joan  Ellen  Wilson. 
Joseph  James  Deshiro,  Jr. — Joseph  James  DeShiro 

and  Gertrude  Elaine  Porter. 
Dennis  Lee  Rockwood — Del  win  B.  Rockwood  and 
Lillian  E.  Charpentier. 
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Date  Name  Parents 

July  11  Sandra  Lee  Quigley — ^John  Quigley  and  Gloria 
Mattson. 

July      12   Cynthia  Faye  Conant — Ralph  Edward  Conant 

and  Glenys  Enid  Toomey. 
July      15    Loueen  Ann  Morisette — Paul  Emil  Morrissette  and 

Almeda  Olive  Legere. 
July      17    Patricia  Anne  Booth — Charles  Edward  Booth  and 

Mary  Kathryn  Wilson. 
July      17    John  Kenneth  Fahey,  Jr. — John  Kenneth  Fahey 

and  Gladys  Mary  Conley. 
July      18   John  Patrick  Biery — Francis  William  Biery  and 

Patricia  Lillian  Counihan. 
July      18    Scott  Wayne  Arthur— Perley  Hugh  Arthur  and 

Lillian  Elaine  Hollo  well. 
July      19    Theodore     Errol     Peterson — Errol  Theodore 

Peterson  and  Edith  Esther  Ohman. 
July      19    Kathleen     Anne     Murrett— Thomas  William 

Murrett  and  Suzanne  Helen  Benjamin. 
July      19    Donald  Daniel  Mosser — Richard  Bucks  Mosser 

and  Gladys  Jane  Baer. 
July     20    Marilyn  McNiff— Paul  Leo  McNiff  and  Maxine 

Kathleen  Griffin. 
July     21    Jean  Elizabeth  Provost — John  Edward  Provost 

and  Mary  Magdalen  Hemenway. 
July     27    Patricia  Sue  Batchelder — Robert  Louis  Batchelder 

and  Florence  Doris  Neagle. 
July     27    Richard  Steven  Cook — Ernest  Anthony  Cook  and 

Ruth  Muriel  Broadbent. 
July     28    Margaret  Martha  Judge — Eldon  Frederick  Judge 

and  Helen  Eveleta  Osgood. 
July     30    Cecil  Vane  Eddy,  Jr.— Cecil  Vane  Eddy  and  Lucy 

Ellen  Smithson. 

July     30    Mary  Lynne  Seidl — Lawrence  Ellsworth  Seidl  and 

Agnes  Isabelle  Madden. 
Aug       2    Donna  Marie  Belocas — John  Peter  Belocas  and 

Doris  Gertrude  Maloney. 
Aug.       3   John  Palmer  Mack — Walter  Elwood  Mack  and 

Martha  Eaton  Palmer. 
Aug.       5    Edward     Francis     Richards — Ernest  Edward 

Richards  and  Phyllis  Louise  Christafono. 
Aug.      5    Marjorie  Marie  Archambault — Henry  Richard 

Archambault  and  Marie  Constance  Blanche 

Fortin. 

Aug.  5  Carlena  Elizabeth  Lutton — Arthur  Thomas 
Lutton,  Jr.  and  Elisabeth  Wheeler  Towne. 

Aug.  8  Stephen  Walter  Noyes — Bruce  Benjamin  Noyes 
and  Marjorie  Mable  Combie. 

Aug.  9  James  Russell  Sherman — Nelson  Henry  Sherman 
and  Violet  Marie  Court. 
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Aug.      9    Stephen     Michael     Friedrich— CHfford  John 

Friedrich  and  Greta  Ilene  King. 
Aug.     10    Barbara  Gail  Altz— Leo  Joseph  Altz  and  Elva  Ann 

Edwards. 

Aug.     11    Marianne  Sanderson — Charles  M.  H.  Sanderson 

and  Elizabeth  Shirley  Brooks. 
Aug.     11    Dana  Andrew  Lovelace — Zenas  Andrew  Lovelace 

and  Mary  Elizabeth  Bellevue. 
Aug.     11    Patricia  Ann  North — Norman  North  and  Evelyn 

Klein. 

Aug.     12    Mary  Helen  Lawrence — Russell  Irving  Lawrence 

and  Esther  Louise  Kyte. 
Aug.     12   Joan  Diane  White — James  Freeman  White  and 

Patricia  Adele  Bartlett. 
Aug.     13    Cynthia  Ann  Adams — Richard  Cook  Adams  and 

Barbara  Ann  Risley. 
Aug.     13    William  Roger  Dunavant — William  Roy  Dunavant 

and  Frances  Yoskowita. 
Aug.     14    William  Bruce  Lower — Robert  Wheeler  Lower  and 

Margaret  Lois  Cracknell. 
Aug.     15    Robert  Jesse  Spaw,  Jr. — Robert  Jesse  Spaw  and 

Mildred  Ann  Conrad. 
Aug.     15    Laura  Louise  Elliott — Verne  Eugene  Elliott  and 

Helen  Louise  Marks. 
Aug.     17    Kathleen    Elizabeth    Emerson — Avery  Robert 

Emerson  and  Mable  Elizabeth  Dekin. 
Aug.     19    Barbara  Eileen  Everds — Jackson  Horne  Everds 

and  Joan  Carolyn  Condon. 
Aug.     20   Shari  Carol  Samter — Eugene  Charles  Samter  and 

Jeannette  Florence  Follet. 
Aug.     20   Sharon  Ann  Souther — ^John  Leland  Souther  and 

Phyllis  Louise  Barnard. 
Aug.     21    James  Douglas  Stuart — John  Brown  Stuart  and 

Eva  Lorraine  Gathroght. 
Aug.     21    Theresa  Grant — Anthony    Hilton    Grant  and 

Bernadette  Calderon. 
Aug.     22    Corrinne  Ann  Gerlach — Oscar  Frederick  Gerlach 

and  Kathleen  Constance  Jones. 
Aug.     24    Thomas  Patrick  McCarthy— Thomas  Michael 

McCarthy  and  Miriam  Julia  Walsh. 
Aug.     24    Cynthia    Sharon    Longley — Benjamin  Brown 

Longley  and  Edna  Pauline  Larivee. 
Aug.     25    Dayle  Elyssa  Bosquet — Clifford  Benjamin  Bosquet 

and  Isabelle  Mae  Bartz. 
Aug.     29   Erie  Charles  Burke — Harry  Charles  Burke  and 

Ellen  Loving. 

Aug.     30   Robert  Matti  Ader,  Jr.— Robert  Matti  Ader  and 
Jennie  Alice  Savin. 
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Aug.     30    Beverly   Noddin — Willard    Kelly   Noddin  and 

Beatrice  Albina  Perina. 
Aug.     31    Rodney  Paul  Reyes — Paul  Reyes  and  Eva  Vela. 
Sept.      1    Paniel  Arthur  Mague — Herbert  Arthur  Mague 

and  Marion  Josephine  Bradley. 
Sept.      1    Gary  Lee  Firestone — Alvin  Firestone  and  Dorothy 

Diane  Greenberg. 
Sept.      3    John  Ernest  Konopka — John  Peter  Konopka  and 

Lois  May  Johnston. 
Sept.      4    Linda  Lee  Hunter — Kimbel  Culem  Hunter  and 

Doris  Mary  Bushnoe. 
Sept.     10   John  Lawton  Priest — Houghton  Bancroft  Priest 

and  Helen  Agnes  Lawton. 
Sept.     12    Keith  Edward  Loomer — Carl  Richard  Loomer  and 

Jeannette  Lillian  Titus. 
Sept.     13    Bonnie  Lee   Whitt — Benny  Allen   Whitt  and 

Marion  Edith  Nichols. 
Sept.     13    Claudia  Ann  Bull — Frederick  Edward  Bull  and 

Elvera  Primivera. 
Sept.     13    Thomas  Edward  Wilcox — John  Albert  Wilcox  and 

Nellie  Irene  Perkins. 
Sept.     13    Anne  Louise  Hughes — John  Wilson  Hughes  and 

Florence  Geraldine  Pouliot. 
Sept.     14    Nanette     Dorothy    Leblanc — Gordon  Joseph 

LeBlanc  and  Edna  Marion  Poirier. 
Sept.     14    Susan  Louise  Gerrard — Eugene  Minor  Gerrard  and 

Dorothy  Katherine  Ryan. 
Sept.     15    Scott  Sinclair  Donnelly — Ralph  Ellison  Donnelly 

and  Anne  Kekina  MacLean. 
Sept.     16    Susan  Margery  Greene — Frank  Lester  Greene  and 

Margery  Louise  Anderson. 
Sept.     17    Warren  Williams  Whitney,  Jr. — Warren  Williams 

Whitney  and  Carrie  Louise  Gyles. 
Sept.     17    Robert  Charles  Black — Bennett  Raddin  Black  and 

Mildred  Elizabeth  Morris. 
Sept.     18    Grover  Cleveland  Adams,  3rd — Grover  Cleveland 

Adams,  Jr.  and  Marjorie  Ruth  Johnson. 
Sept.     19    Ronald  Preston  Metcalf— Roland  Preston  Metcalf 

and  Mildred  Ruth  Millis. 
Sept.     20   Anna  Marie  Dodd— Harold  G.  Dodd  and  Jean 

Ann  Reel. 

Sept.     21    Stephan  Gibki,  Jr. — Stephan  Gibki  and  Kaximiera 
Pawelzyk. 

Sept.     21    Jane  Christine  Bruyere — George  Richard  Bruyere 

and  Carol  Petersen. 
Sept.    22   Patricia  Louise  Rivetts — Peter  James  Rivetts  and 

Sheila  Elizabeth  Moore. 
Sept.    24    Mark  Francis  Glavey — ^Alfred  Francis  Glavey  and 

Estelle  Leda  Mague. 
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Vernon  John  Hartwell — John  Burns  Hartwell  and 

Evarose  Dorothy  Moreau. 
Ronald     Michael     Bancroft — Benjamin  Owen 

Bancroft  and  Ann  Beatrice  Power. 
Fawn  Marie  Pilon — Theodore  Edward  Pilon  and 

Marion  M.  Churchill. 
Richard  James  Keene — Loring  Thomas  Keene  and 

Mary  Audrey  Morrison. 
Douglas     Charles     Johnson — Edward  George 
Johnson  and  June  Mary  Friedrich. 

 Katralis — William  Katralis  and  Helen 

Planchock. 

George  Harry  Kushnir,  Jr. — George  Harry  Kushnir 

and  Dorothy  Ann  Misopalko. 
Carole  Ann  Farnsworth — Robert  Leslie  Farnsworth 

and  Irene  Planchock. 
Daniel  Walter  Starr — Milton  Elms  Starr  and  Mary 

Adehne  Perham. 
Thomas     Harry     Grabowski — Harry  Charles 

Grabowski  and  Lillian  Irene  Lenard. 
Benjamin  Edward  Taft — Benjamin  Flagg  Taft  and 

Mary  Barbara  Sheedy. 
Timothy  Lawson  Brown — Charles  Henry  Brown 

and  Nancy  Sutton  Lawson. 
Susan     Mary     Farnsworth— Waldo  Charles 

Farnsworth  and  Corrine  Evelyn  Gionet. 
Edward    Gerald    Harrington — George  Robert 

Harrington  and  Geraldine  Ann  Fitzgerald. 
Mary  Margaret  Butler — James  Franklin  Butler 

and  Marie  Harriette  Fernandes. 
Rhea  Beth  Nordlinger — Leroy  Fabian  Nordlinger 

and  Ruth  Waxier. 
Stephen    Anthony    Jones — Robert    Jones  and 

Ernestine  Blasetti. 
Thomas  James  Oelfke — Walter  Herman  Oelfke  and 

Gloria  Nancy  DeMarco. 
Jane  Ellen  Hamilton — Milton  Roy  Hamilton  and 

Mary  Frances  Starkie. 
Brenda  Jean  Davis — Okley  Charles  Davis  and 

Eva  May  Hallock. 
Michael  Alan  Lanteigne — Joseph  0.  Lanteigne  and 

Deneige  Morrissette. 
Deborah  Kelly — Leo  James  Kelly  and  Evelyn 

Gladys  Kelly. 
Lynda  Popoli — Albert  Popoli,  Jr.  and  Patricia 
Schell. 

William  Stanley  Gillis — Malcolm  John  Gillis  and 
Marion  Grace  Norton. 
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Oct.      15    Malcolm  John  Gillis — Malcolm  John  Gillis  and 

Marion  Grace  Norton. 
Oct.      16    Joseph  Edward  Pugh — Edward  Anthony  Pugh 

^.and  Mariangela  Gerace. 
Oct.      18    John  Arthur  Crothers— Rawson  Milton  Crothers 

and  Edith  Gloria  Fay. 
Oct.      19    Alice  Louise  Thayer— Ralph  Walcott  Thayer  and 

Constance  Louise  Avery. 
Oct.      20    Candace  Lawrence — Milton  Reed  Lawrence  and 

Hilda  Goldthwaite  Hynes. 
Oct.      20    Clara  Elizabeth  Nichols— Harold  Stewart  Nichols 

and  Blanche  Ehzabeth  Clancy. 
Oct.      21    Constance  Ann  Holbein— Herman  Harry  Holbein 

and  Mary  Delia  Gilmartin. 
Oct.      23    Deborah  Ann  Armstrong— Martin  Armstrong  and 

Dianne  Marcellin  Bourgeois. 
Oct.      23    Roberta  Eileen  Dunn— Donald  E.  M.  Dunn  and 

IMadeline  J  Charest 
Oct.      24    Gary  Edward  Johnston— Richard  Earl  Johnston 

and  Mary  Irene  Pacy. 
Oct.      27    Rhonda  Elizabeth  May— Thomas  Edward  May 

and  Doris  Josephine  Graham. 
Oct.      28    Betty  Ann  Robinson— Leo  William  John  Robinson 

and  Marjorie  Virginia  Henley. 
Oct.      29    Rita  Doris  Bunker— Louis  Foster  Bunker  and 

Rita  Doris  Richard. 
Oct.      30    Glen  Michael  Forest— Stephen  Joseph  Forest  and 

Roberta  Marian  Wheeler. 
Oct.      30    Male  child. 

Oct.      30   Susan  Kathleen  Kukila— John  R.  Kukila  and 

Mildred  Anna  Dircks. 
Nov.      1    Jo  Ann  Lemieux— Joseph  Wilfred  Lemieux  and 

Germaine  Marie  Bissette. 
Nov.      3    Raymond  Lester  Seddon,  Jr.— Raymond  Lester 

Seddon  and  Wanda  Adele  Skotnicki. 
Nov.      5    Denise  Kay  Itzen— Herbert  Willis  Itzen  and 

Leona  Frieda  Beu. 
Nov.      6    Kathleen  Ann  Moher — Jeremiah  William  Moher 

and  Genevieve  T.  Zuzga. 
Nov.      6    Mary  E.izabeth  Jaquay— Justin  LaVerne  Jaquay 

and  Ruth  Elizabeth  Taylor. 
Nov.      6    Karen  Ann  Pope— Joseph  Standerson  Pope  and 

Dorothy  Myrtle  Artist. 
Nov.     11    Susan  Lee  Dillon— Willard  Mile  Dillon,  Jr.  and 

Dorothy  Jean  Johnston. 
Nov.     14    Michael  Francis  McDonald,  Jr. — Michael  Francis 

McDonald  and  Eleanor  Barbara  Donahue. 
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Nov.     16    George  Eno  Zink,  Jr.— George  Eno  Zink  and  Sally 
Foss  Youmans. 

Nov.     18    Thomas  Albert  Johnson,    Jr. — Thomas  Albert 

Johnson  and  Patricia  Mae  Looney. 
Nov.     18    William  Tracy  Bebout — Richard  Loraine  Bebout 

and  Eloise  Ruth  Titus. 
Nov.     19    Barbara  Jane  Casella — Richard  A.  Casella  and 

Dolorea  K.  Renker. 
Nov.     19    Stephen  James  Hartman — Clyde  Edwin  Hartman 

and  Patricia  Ann  Wheeler. 
Nov.     19    John   Erwin   Green — Elgin  Lester   Green  and 

Avola  Maxine  Harper. 
Nov.     21    Roy  Anthony  Zina — Francisco   Zina,  Jr.  and 

Gladys  Leona  Wheeler. 
Nov.     22    Deborah  J.  Wright— Robert  WiUiam  Wright  and 

Lorraine  Lois  Nogosek. 
Nov.     24    WiUiam   Robert   Brown,   Jr.— William  Robert 

Brown  and  Maryfrances  Scott. 
Nov.     25    Charles  Elwood  Champagne,  III — Charles  Elwood 

Champagne,  Jr.  and  Nancy  Edythe  Weckstrom. 
Nov.     26    Donna  Jean   Copeland — Clyde   Copeland  and 

Jean  Audrey  Townes. 
Nov.     27    Alice  Elizabeth  Curley — Joseph  William  Curley 

and  Rosemond  Alice  Leadbetter. 
Nov.     27    Johnnie  Lee  Eastridge — Paul  William  Eastridge 

and  Hester  Lene  Hurst. 
Nov.     28    Gerard   Mathias   Dirkx,   Jr.— Gerard  Mathias 

Dirkx  and  Lydia  Olga  Marhula. 
Nov.     29    Gary  Stanton  Ingerson — Roy  Whitney  Ingerson 

and  Grace  Edith  Stanton. 
Nov.     30    Barbara  Ann  Castine — George  Anthony  Castine 

and  Evelyn  Jane  Reali. 
Nov.     30    Debra  Marie  Castine — George  Anthony  Castine 

and  Evelyn  Jane  Reali. 
Nov.     30   Scot  Olaf  Gabrielsen — Earl  Crandall  Gabrielsen 

and  Eleanor  Florence  Wheeler. 
Dec.       4    Michael  Pyle — Richard  Boone  Pyle  and  Elinor 

Dorothy  Broughton. 
Dec.       5    Robert  Stanley  Chaffin — Stanley  Joseph  Chaffin, 

Jr.  and  June  Louise  Herrin. 
Dec.       5    Patricia  Lynn  Blaum — Donald  Aloysius  Blaum 

and  Claire  Regina  Gabriel. 
Dec.       6    Lauren  Beth  Winslow — Ralph  Howard  Winslow 

and  Roberta  Edna  Taylor. 
Dec.       7    Susan  Diane  Webber — Hubert  Leroy  Webber  and 

Isabelle  Alice  Hunter. 
Dec.       7    Linda  Kay  Settanni — Richard  Settanni  and  Doris 

Edythe  Lord. 
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Dec.       7    Amy  Mildred  Garkin — Gerald  Ernest  Garkin  and 

Mildred  Amy  Barnsley. 
Dec.       8    Walter  Jon  Gilson — Walter  John  Gilson  and  Shir  lie 

Winch. 

Dec.       9    Allan  Thomas  Friedrich — John  Richard  Friedrich 

and  Eileen  Mary  Watson. 
Dec.      10    John  Albert  Hebert,  Jr. — John  Albert  Hebert  and 

Alice  Margaret  Pauley. 
Dec.      12    Harold  Phillip  Davison,  II — Jack  Todd  Davison 

and  Diana  Lance  Katnack. 
Dec.      13    Garmella  Rose  Gantino — John  Gantino  and  Adair 

Agnes  Shattuck. 
Dec.     15    Melody  Ann  Owen — Robert  Wayne  Owen  and 

Garlene  DiProfio. 
Dec.     15   Valeri  Ann  Gomeau — Philip  Gharles  Gomeau  and 

Barbara  Irene  Gonant. 
Dec.     16    Deborah  Jean  Brown — Raymond  Oliver  Brown 

and  Gonstance  Marlin  O'Brien. 
Dec.     17    Gheryl  Ann  Glause — Henry  Gharles  Glause  and 

Helen  Redpath  McKenna. 
Dec.     18    Michael  Thomas  Fletcher— Billy  Don  Fletcher  and 

Barbara  Anne  Bronner. 
Dec.     18    Raymond  Richard   Girouard — Gharles  Edward 

Girouard  and  Stacie  Isabelle  Maher. 
Dec.     19   Virginia  Lois  Woolfrey — Ernest  George  Woolfrey 

and  Mary  Virginia  MacGormack. 
Dec.     23    Robert  Arnold  Mansfield,  Jr. — Robert  Arnold 
Mansfield  and  Lilia  Bailon. 

Dec.     24    Priscilla  Ann  Scimemi — Frank  Scimemi  and  Louise 
Sylvia  Garkin. 

Dec.     26    Gharles  Edward  GilKs— Gharles  Peter  Gillis  and 

Mary  Rita  Dooley. 
Dec.     27    Margaret     Ruth     Bellemore — Lionel  Arthur 

Bellemore  and  LiUian  Ruth  Woods. 
Dec.     28    Marion  Helena  Foley — Joseph  Patrick  Foley  and 

Joan  Marion  Eastwood. 

Dec.     28    Wilham   Arthur    Henry,    Jr. — WilHam  Arthur 

Henry  and  Patricia  Duckworth. 
Dec.     28    Elaine  Katherine  Brown — Richard  Warren  Brown 

and  Priscilla  Evelyn  Wright. 
Dec.     29    Sally  Anne  Therrien — Norman  Peter  Therrien  and 

Loretta  Eva  Dancause. 
Dec.     30    Gregory    Ernest    Johnson — Stanwood  Francis 

Johnson  and  Lois  Edmire  Groben. 
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MARRIAGES  RECORDED,  A.  D.  1952 

1952  Name  Residence 

Jan.       1    Thomas  Albert  Johnson — Ayer,  Mass. 

Patricia  May  Koler — Ayer,  Mass. 
Jan.       2    Roosevelt  McClendon — Bangor,  Mich. 

Emilie  Smith — Morristown,  N.  J. 
Jan.       3    Leroy  C.  Rowley — Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Mary  Jane  Prior — Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Jan.       5    Alexander  McRae  Deans — Ayer,  Mass. 

Mary  V.  KUma  (Samut) — Ayer,  Mass. 
Jan.       5    Robert  Arnold  Corsette — Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 

Donalea  Edna  Laventure — Ayer,  Mass. 
Jan.       5    John  L.  Russo — Brookfield,  111. 

Barbara  Ann  Booker — Oxford,  Mass. 
Jan.       6    Herbert  Richard  Morawe,  Jr. — Baltimore,  Md. 

Olga  M.  A.  Otero— Puerto  Rico. 
Jan.      10   John  A.  Tufo — Revere,  Mass. 

Joan  Hamel — Leominster,  Mass. 
Jan.      11    Cyril  Fehx  Salisbury — Albany,  N.  Y. 

Nancy  Carol  Beckner  (Morroni) — Buena  Vista,  Va. 
Jan.      11    Arthur  G.  Hackett— Portland,  Me. 

Ruth  I.  Whitten— Portland,  Me. 
Jan.      12    Robert  Holt  Anderson — Maiden,  Mass. 

Pauline  Janet  Wainwright — Ayer,  Mass. 
Jan.      12    Ralph  Dale,  Jr. — Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Joan  Marie  Dahlman — Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Jan.      15    Edgar  R.  Bruns — Thomasboro,  111. 

Martha  J.  Frerichs — Champaign,  111. 
Jan.      19    John  Paul  Chouinard — Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Dorothy  Lydia  Seidl  (Eisner) — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Jan.      19   John  Robert  Oliversen — Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Anna  Louise  Butko — Forge  Village,  Mass. 
Jan.      25    WilUam  F.  Erickson — Island  Falls,  Maine. 

Emmeline  L.  Ghdden — Patten,  Maine. 
Jan.      26    Emil  Rebrovich— Akron,  N.  Y. 

Edith  G.  Jenkins — Fallentimber,  Pa. 
Jan.      26    David  Burket,  Jr. — Bedford,  Pa. 

Susan  Mary  Genevieve  Kane — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Jan.      27    Herbert  E.  Jarka — Nuncia,  Michigan. 

Ferne  G.  Hornauer — Chicago,  111. 
Jan.      28    Arthur  Henry  Flynn,  Jr. — Shirley,  Mass. 

Geraldine  Carol  Trant — Lowell,  Mass. 
Feb.       1    Frederic  Sayles  Miller — Watertown,  Mass. 

Jeanette  Elizabeth  Larson — Watertown,  Mass. 
Feb.       7    Charles  F.  Assman — Freeport,  N.  Y. 

Marie  V.  Caruso — Ozone  Park,  N.  Y. 
Feb.       8    Gordon  WiUiam  Jefferson,  Jr. — Ayer,  Mass. 

Emma  Briggs — Ayer,  Mass. 
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Name 


Residence 


Feb.       9    Damon  L.  Woods — Rio  Grande  City,  Texas 

Harriet  F.  Riggin — Uniontown,  Pa. 
Feb.      10    Bari'y  F.  McCleary — Donora,  Pa. 

Geraldine  M.  Evans — Donora,  Pa. 
Feb.      14    Milson  A.  Forkner — Loveland,  Ohio. 

Ruth  E.  Forkner  (Barth) — Cahfornia,  Ohio. 
Feb.      15    George  P.  Francis— Cortland,  N.  Y. 

Nancy  K.  Briggs — Ayer,  Mass. 
Feb.      16    David  F.  Sechelski — Anderson,  Texas. 

Barbara  Ann  Gezelman — Unionville,  Conn. 
Feb.      17    Alva  V.  Cole— Bear  Lake,  Michigan. 

Ruth  Porter — Ayer,  Mass. 
Feb.      23    Roger  A.  Scully — Thomaston,  Conn. 

Joan  Marie  Knapp — Waterbury,  Conn. 
Feb.      23    James  Monroe  Ward — Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Jo  Anne  Bell— Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Feb.      23    Ronald  B.  Lennen — Easton,  Pa. 

Marian  R.  Beitel — Easton,  Pa. 
Feb.     23    Walter  Francis  Hutchins,  III— 

Springfield  Gardens,  N.  Y. 

Dorothyann  Cochran — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Feb.     24    Charles  CorneUous  Cote,  Ayer,  Mass. 

Constance  Barbara  Wheeler — Shirley,  Mass. 
Feb.     24    Rene  Berthod— New  York,  N.  Y. 

Jewel  Greenough — New  York,  N.  Y. 
March    3    James  J.  Riley — Bronx,  N.  Y. 

Marie  M.  Whritenour — Norwalk,  Conn. 
March    4    Ralph  Joseph  Mojecki — Ayer,  Mass. 

Gloria  Rose  Michaud — Shirley,  Mass. 
March    6    Ernest  H.  McKinnon— Biscoe,  N.  C. 

Mary  Dolores  McCullar — San  Francisco,  Cal. 
March  15    Joseph  Jemiolo — New  Britain,  Conn. 

Nancy  Joyce  Evans — Cornish,  Maine. 
March  15    Harry  S.  Shakes — Portland,  Maine. 

Joyce  Irene  Gould — Wilder,  Vermont. 
March  20    Dwight  A.  Boutwell — Townsend,  Mass. 

Patricia  Ann  Binley — Ayer,  Mass. 
March  22    Vernon  R.  Gardner — Ayer,  Mass. 

Frances  G.  McDowell  (Barnes) — Ayer,  Mass. 
April      1    Ruben  Broadway — Flint,  Mich. 

Betty  Lou  Marshall— Flint,  Mich. 
April      3    Robert  Edgar  Westbrook — Tacoma,  Wash. 

Cora  Jean  McPhail — Eugene,  Oregon. 
April      4    WilUs  L.  Curtis,  Jr.— Detroit,  Maine. 

Edith  Merrell— Geary,  Oklahoma. 
April      6    WiUiam  E.  Little— Wetumka,  Okla. 

Joyce  Louise  Early— Wetumka,  Okla. 
April     12    John  J.  Riordan — Boston,  Mass. 

Bernardine  F.  Kirk — Boston,  Mass. 
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April     13    Eugene  C.  Cerreta — Bayonne,  N.  J. 

Alice  Bowden — Boston,  Mass. 
April     16    Carl  E.  Newcomb — Evansville,  Ind. 

Marjorie  Heinzmann — New  Baden,  111. 
April     18    Roy  Whitney  Ingerson — Ayer,  Mass. 

Grace  E.  Crosby  (Stanton) — Ayer,  Mass. 
April     18    Arthur  E.  Kreger — Plymouth,  Mich. 

Verna  J.  Rice — Plymouth,  Mich. 
April     19    Charles  E.  Cruite — Ansonia,  Conn. 

Anne  Martin — Naugatuck,  Conn. 
April     19    John  F.  Fuller,  Jr.— Harvard,  Mass. 

Ruth  Burnam  (Fuller) — Lancaster,  Mass. 
April     19    Harry  G.  Annesley — Gardner,  Mass. 

Catherine  A.  Mahoney — Baldwinville,  Mass. 
April     19    Chfford  Lloyd  Haux— Fort  Devens,  Mass. 

Yolande  Gabrielle  Vaillancourt — Nashua,  N.  H. 
April    20   Robert  Leroy  Sovereign — Rockford,  Mich. 

LaVon  Marie  Dorais — Belmont,  Mich. 
April    26    Timothy  L.  O'Keefe,  Jr.— Ayer,  Mass. 

Madeline  F.  Macky — East  Boston,  Mass. 
April    26   John  Clifton  Conway — Ayer,  Mass. 

Corana  A.  Croteau — West  Groton,  Mass. 
April    29    Richard  E.  Gordon— New  York,  N.  Y. 

Katherine  Kolios — Manchester,  N.  H. 
May       2    Ray  E.  Strickland— Pulaski,  Tenn. 

Mary  Sue  Bonee — Pulaski,  Tenn. 
May      3    Wilham  L.  McNelly— Cedarville,  Ohio. 

Lena  Nutter — Springfield,  Ohio. 
May      3    Leroy  Irwin  Monroe — Osgood,  Ind. 

Alva  Wright  Shepherd — Monticello,  Fla. 
May      4   Robert  Dean  Thomas — Portland,  Oregon. 

Joyce  Barry  Larson — Portland,  Oregon. 
May     10    Robert  L.  Fairchild— Dayton,  Ohio. 

Lois  C.  Mansfield,  Ayer,  Mass. 
May     11    Anthony  C.  Cecere — Revere,  Mass. 

Virginia  B.  Conte — Chelsea,  Mass. 
May     11    Lucian  Kimball  Burbank — Kittery,  Maine. 

Miriam  Elizabeth  Crowley — Weymouth,  Mass. 
May     16    Dexter  Leon  Titus — Ayer,  Mass. 

Nancy  Louise  Rintala — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
May     16    Ralph  Wolcott  Thayer— Ayer,  Mass. 

Constance  Louise  Avery — Harvard,  Mass. 
May     18    Ronald  Eilif  Nilsen— Garden  City  Park,  N.  Y. 

Fay  Helen  Koskinen — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
May     23    Richard  H.  Davenport — Ayer,  Mass. 

Peggy  B.  Barnes — Keene,  N.  H. 
May     24    Elmore  James  Harker,  Jr. — Oaklawn,  111. 

Mary  Lou  Farino — Blue  Island,  111. 
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May     24    Avery  L.  Smith — Ayer,  Mass. 

Rita  M.  Costello — Forge  Village,  Mass. 
May     28    Arthur  Michaud— Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Helen  Roxanna  Sennott — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
May     31    Harold  E.  Campbell,  Jr.— Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Ann  S.  Crandall — New  London,  Conn. 
May     31    Alfred  J.  Beauregard — Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

M.  Genevieve  Cabral  (Young) — Ayer,  Mass. 
June      2    Ithiel  Sabre — Ayer,  Mass. 

Bermudia  Mae  Herrin — Ayer,  Mass. 
June      4    William  H.  Karge,  Jr. — Sicklerville,  N.  J. 

Pauline  Cecilia  Oreshack — Waymart,  Penn. 
June       7    Robert  E.  Richard — St.  Albans,  Vt. 

Judy  Thompson — Stamford,  Conn. 
June     20    Edward  R.  Dufresne — Massena,  N.  Y. 

Ruby  A.  Neaves — Massena,  N.  Y. 
June     20   Spencer  Albert  Adams — Port  Angeles,  Wash. 

Shirley  Janet  Napiontek — Port  Angeles,  Wash. 
June     21    Homer  W.  Kiefer,  Jr. — Alexandria,  Va. 

Genevieve  M.  Meyers — Fort  Devens,  Mass. 
June     25    Raymond  A.  Carso — Chicago,  111. 

Mary  Sheila  Shanahan — Chicago,  111. 
June     28    David  R.  Ganong — Ayer,  Mass. 

Maureen  K.  Rivers — Leominster,  Mass. 
June     28    Gerald  Edwin  Goddard — Groton,  Mass. 

Margaret  Lillian  Carpenter  (Rochon) — 

Littleton,  Mass. 
June     28    Charles  F.  Komisarek — Manchester,  N.  H. 

Pauline  V.  Kerpluk — Hudson,  N.  H. 
June     28    Paul  B.  Gilman,  Jr. — Ayer,  Mass. 

Mary  C.  Shea— Dalton,  Mass. 
June     28   Romeo  A.  Duval — Ayer,  Mass. 

Tyyne  H.  Hammond  (Stenfors) — Groton,  Mass. 
June     28    Richard  Alden  Huebner — New  Baltimore,  Mich. 

Florence  Ella  Green — Ayer,  Mass. 
June     29    Arthur  Everett  Howard — Charlestown,  Mass. 

Celeste  Carmela  Carrozza — Medford,  Mass. 
June     29    Henry  H.  Crowe,  Jr. — ^Ayer,  Mass. 

Althea  E.  Sleeper — Ayer,  Mass. 
July       3    Kenneth  H.  Webster— Woodstock,  Vt. 

Katherine  M.  LaMora  (Phillips)— 

Watertown,  N.  Y. 
July       5    Lawrence  Russell  Smith — Westford,  Mass. 

Marjorie  Fletcher — Westford,  Mass. 
July       7    Charlie  Elbert  Strong,  Jr.— Nashville,  Tenn. 

Mary  Jane  Hunt — Nashville,  Tenn. 
July      11    John  U.  McAlister— High  Point,  N.  C. 

Jacqueline  Jaynes — Ashland,  Kentucky. 
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July      11    Simmons  Correia,  Jr. — New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Mary  Therese  Gertrude  Hevey — 

New  Bedford,  Mass. 
July     11   Raymond  0.  Brown — Gloucester,  Va. 

Constance  M.  O'Brien — Leominster,  Mass. 
July      12    Raymond  E.  Becker— Oil  City,  Pa. 

Dorothy  R.  Bowman  (DePew) — Harrisburg,  Pa. 
July      12    Robert  George  Altman — Winthrop  Harbor,  111. 

Margaret  M.  Loscheider — Calumet,  Minnesota. 
July      12    William  Norman  Carson — Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mary  Cla wages — Philadelphia,  Pa. 
July      15    James  W.  Sullivan — Palmer,  Mass. 

Ernestine  L.  Thibeault — Skowhegan,  Maine. 
July      18   James  Franklin  Butler — Charlestown,  S.  C. 

Maria  Harriette  Fernandes — Ayer,  Mass. 
July      19    Charles  E.  Nelson — Ashwood,  Tenn. 

Rena  E.  Menard — Lowell,  Mass. 
July     26    Clifford  David  Welch— Tacoma,  Wash. 

Beverley  Gail  Russell — Tacoma,  Wash. 
July     26    Joseph  L.  Cronican — Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Kathryn  A.  Hair — CarHsle,  Pa. 
July     26    Ernest  R.  Freitas — Lowell,  Mass. 

Mathilde  Richter — Lowell,  Mass. 
July     26    Walter  Howard  Pike — Lunenburg,  Mass. 

Barbara  Bryant  Parker — Ayer,  Mass. 
July     31    Edward  L.  Borland,  Jr. — Sycamore,  111. 

Elaine  C.  Hintzsche — Sycamore,  111. 
Aug.      2    Fred  B.  Barker— Pawtucket,  R.  1. 

Mary  Self  ride  Plante  (Belliveau) — 

Phoenix,  Arizona. 
Aug.      2    Talmage  Abraham  Tirrell,  Jr. — Whitman,  Mass. 

Susan  Louise  Ellis — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Aug.      2    Nicholas  Abodeely,  Jr. — Ayer,  Mass. 

Bernice  Wilson — Methuen,  Mass. 
Aug.       2    Furman  C.  Curry,  Jr. — Dusquesne,  Pa. 

Mary  Louise  Lobaugh — Clarion,  Pa. 
Aug.       2    Charles  Hamilton  Whitledge — 

No.  Hollywood,  Calif. 

Angeline  Claudette  Coleman — East  Point,  Ga. 
Aug.       3    Robert  Eugene  Gross — Macon,  Missouri. 

Marlene  Estelle  Cook — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Aug.       7    Samuel  C.  Tusing — Etters,  Pa. 

Joyce  J.  Stickle — Steelton,  Pa. 
Aug.      7    Arnold  E.  Klukas— Elk  Mound,  Wis. 

Catheryn  Rice — Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
Aug.      7    Robert  Kenneth  Wilson — Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Louise  M.  Loeffler — Oakmont,  Pa. 


58 


1952 


Name  Residence 


Aug.       7    Kay  Helton^ — Isabella,  Tenn. 

Kathleen  MacRae  (Moore) — Ayer,  Mass. 
Aug.       8    Clement  John  Colucci,  Jr. — Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Patricia  Catherine  Schilling — Burlington,  N.  Y. 
Aug.       8   Joshua  Poole,  Jr. — E.  Liverpool,  Ohio. 

Virginia  M.  Gold— New  York,  N.  Y. 
Aug.       8    William  R.  Dannhardt— E.  E.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Mary  Eleanor  Kitner — E.  E.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Aug.       9    James  Harris  Spear — Ridgecrest,  Calif. 

Dimple  Joan  Tillett — Ridgecrest,  Calif. 
Aug.       9    Theodore  Januskiewicz — Shirley,  Mass. 

Ann  Phillips — Ayer,  Mass. 
Aug.       9    Charles  A.  Clapper — Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Leona  E.  Stone — North  Haven,  Maine. 
Aug.     11    Robert  LaBelle — Leominster,  Mass. 

Shirley  DeVarney — Shirley,  Mass. 
Aug.     13    Floyd  S.  Field— Derry,  N.  H. 

Sally  Elizabeth  Holcomb  (Palmer) — 

Churchville,  N.  Y. 

Aug.     16    Roy  J.  Peters — Douglas,  Mass. 

Katherine  Bonk — New  Salem,  Pa. 
Aug.     19   James  R.  Hoyle — St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Anita  Leftwick — Beaver,  Pa. 
Aug.     20   Robert  C.  Fair— Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

Ehzabeth  B.  Denny — Boston,  Mass. 
Aug.     23    Donald  Galen  Currier — Hahfax,  Mass. 

Joyce  Elva  Towne — Easton,  Mass. 
Aug.     25    Lawrence  J.  Farese — Watertown,  Mass. 

Joan  Elizabeth  Ead — Concord,  Mass. 
Aug.     28    Alfred  V.  Katheder— Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Barbara  J.  Carter — Warrenton,  Va. 
Aug.     30   Lester  James  Snyder — Saylorsburg,  Pa. 

Christiane  Hildegard  Werner — 

Stony  Creek  Mills,  Pa. 
Aug.     30    Glenn  F.  Mensing — Algonquin,  111. 

Joan  Berger — Algonquin,  111. 
Aug.     30   Jackie  Glenn  FHnchum — Carthage,  N.  C. 

Etta  Alene  Marks — Aberdeen,  N.  C. 
Aug.     30    Norrance  Lyman  Woods — Somerville,  Mass. 

Joan  Ehzabeth  Young — Westford,  Mass. 
Sept.      4    Jacob  T.  Griffith— Ayer,  Mass. 

Margaret  S.  Berberian — Ayer,  Mass. 
Sept.      5    Michael  W.  Simon,  Jr. — Scranton,  Pa. 

Mary  Jane  Hauser — Scranton,  Pa. 
Sept.      6    Phihp  T.  Rowe— Nashua,  N.  H. 

Jacqueline  Landry — Nashua,  N.  H. 
Sept.      6    Thomas  J.  Bradley— Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. 

Mary  O'Neill— Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. 
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Sept.      6    Donald  H.  Walker— Findlay,  Ohio. 

Helen  Rose  Huss — Tiffin,  Ohio. 
Sept.     17    Wallace  Vaden  Hendon-Hammond,  Indiana. 

Margot  Elsie  Cooper  (Schaal) — Westford,  Mass. 
Sept.     18    Robert  G.  Stewart,  Jr. — Bradenton,  Fla. 

Ehzabeth  Dyson— Milford,  N.  H. 
Sept.     20   Joseph  R.  Berube— Fall  River,  Mass. 

Winona  Priscilla  Pierce — So.  Dartmouth,  Mass. 
Sept.     23    Hugh  F.  McCabe— Johnstown,  Pa. 

Suzanne  R.  Hipp — Johnstown,  Pa. 
Sept.     25    Clifford  C.  Stone— Harvard,  Mass. 

Elizabeth  M.  Pagano — Lynn,  Mass. 
Sept.     27    George  E.  Johnson— Leominster,  Mass, 

Jean  Agnes  McCrossin — Shirley,  Mass. 
Sept.     29   Arthur  W.  Nobel— Ayer,  Mass. 

Eunice  Amelia  Bourgeois — Shirley,  Mass. 
Oct.       1    Forrest  Luedke — Billings,  Mont. 

Geraldine  Miles — Oneonta,  N.  Y. 
Oct.       1    Patrick  J.  McCarthy,  Jr.— Northfield,  Vt. 

Muriel  H.  Paradis — Nashua,  N.  H. 
Oct.       3    Harold  A.  Simpson — Alexandria  Bay,  N.  Y. 

Shirley  A.  Lindsey  (Brown) — 

Alexandria  Bay,  N.  Y. 
Oct.       4    Dominick  Perratto — New  York,  N.  Y. 

Grace  Mon— New  York,  N.  Y. 
Oct.       6    Richard  A.  Reckoff — Canby,  Minnesota. 

Lola  M.  Flattum — Canby,  Minnesota. 
Oct.       7    Robert  C.  Curtis— Chicago,  111. 

Mary  Ruth  Kraft — Louisville,  Ky. 
Oct.      11    James  Warren  Case — Allen  Park,  Mich. 

Betsy  Kendall — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Oct.      11    Stanley  K.  Macdonald — Emerson,  Washington. 

Lucille  B.  Zender — Deming,  Washington. 
Oct.      11    Phillip  A.  Tuper— Fort  Covington,  N.  Y. 

Beverly  Ruth  Pierce — Leominster,  Mass. 
Oct.      13    Francis  C.  Cote — Ayer,  Mass. 

Elizabeth  Bourn — Lunenburg,  Mass. 
Oct.      16    Harry  Grabowski— Allen  Park,  Mich. 

Lillian  Lenart — Wyandotte,  Mich. 
Oct.      18   James  W.  Greely— Shirley,  Mass. 

Gertrude  Pitcherale  (Duguay) — Shirley,  Mass. 
Oct.      18    Omer  John  William  Couture — Lowell,  Mass. 

Claudette  E.  Bellerose — Lowell,  Mass. 
Oct.      18    William  E.  Howard — Lacrosse,  Wis. 

Louella  Fay  Clark — Lafarge,  Wis. 
Oct.      21    Ralph  S.  Griffith— Thomaston,  Alabama. 

Fannie  Grey  Morgan — Thomaston,  Alabama. 
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1952 


Name 


Residence 


Oct.      31    Robert  W.  Salemme — Chicago,  111. 

Ruth  A.  Hunt — Ayer,  Mass. 
Nov.      1    Frank  R.  Millis — Ayer,  Mass. 

jjaurette  Gloria  LeBlanc — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Nov.      1    Joseph  R.  Morin — Marlborough,  Mass. 

Theresa  A.  O'Donnell — Marlborough,  Mass. 
Nov.      3    Eugene  F.  Hawk — Rome,  N.  Y. 

Lois  Edith  Rondeau — Marinette,  Wis. 
Nov.      5    Harry  N.  Hardsog — Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Hope  F.  Fafard  (Allen) — Shrewsbury,  Mass. 
Nov.      7    WiUiam  Allan  Newbould — Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Ruth  Victoria  Attenberg — Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Nov.      8    Ronald  Lawrence  Snarski — Chicago,  111. 

Alberta  Mary  Dorsey — Ayer,  Mass. 
Nov.      9    Dennis  R.  Dorman — Tamarack,  Minn. 

Virginia  E.  Sarver — Tarentum,  Penna. 
Nov.     14    Douglas  Abel  Frasier — Huntington  Sta.,  N.  Y. 

Barbara  Clare  McCoy — Hunt,  New  York. 
Nov.     14    Theodore  F.  Suder — Hagerstown,  Md. 

Ruth  Capuziello — Ayer,  Mass. 
Nov.     14    Leon  H.  Vinton,  Jr. — Rochester,  Vt. 

Patricia  Bartlett  White — Ayer,  Mass. 
Nov.     15    Edmond  F.  BroveUi,  Jr. — Napa,  California. 

Marjorie  J.  Adams — Napa,  California. 
Nov.     17    Meade  Alfred  Allen— Ayer,  Mass. 

Esther  May  Elliott— Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Nov.     18    Steve  E.  Dress,  Jr.— St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Betty  Lucier — Owatonna,  Minn. 
Nov.     20    Roger  Q.  Smyth,  Jr.— Seattle,  Wash. 

Barbara  Jean  Mahoney — Fort  Devens,  Mass. 
Nov.     21    James  H.  Restine — Amarillo,  Tex. 

Patricia  Mae  Fields — Amarillo,  Tex. 
Nov.     22    James  E.  Morton— La  Grange,  Ga. 

Dorothy  E.  Crocker — Leominster,  Mass. 
Nov.     22   John  Joseph  Girard — Fort  Devens,  Mass. 

Mildred  Louise  Greenlaw — Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Nov.     26    George  K.  Warrington — Ludlow  Kentucky. 

Muriel  Ives  Zack — Portland,  Me. 
Nov.     30   Edwin  Ray  Finlay— Bolton,  Mass. 

Marion  A.  Taylor — Ayer,  Mass. 
Dec.       4    Jack  Guy  Parrott — Fort  Devens,  Mass. 

Gertrude  Jane  McCumber — Leominster,  Mass. 
Dec.       6    Frederick  Hatten — Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Addie  M.  Rankins — Greenville,  S.  C. 
Dec.       6   Thomas  W.  Hall— Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Shirley  E.  Martin— Lowell,  Mass. 
Dec.       6   Victor  Grove  Heen — Chicago,  111. 

Norma  Virginia  Richmon — Chicago,  111. 
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1952  Name  Residence 

Dec.     12    Dock  Hartley,  Jr. — Leesburg,  Georgia. 

Charlotte  Wightman — Pass-A-Grille,  Florida. 
Dec.     12    Bennie  Stokes — Ayer,  Mass. 

Josephine  Henrietta  Stokes — Ayer,  Mass. 
Dec.     13    Ronald  E.  Petersen — Des  Plaines,  111. 

Bette  Ann  Taylor — Ayer,  Mass. 
Dec.     17    Roy  D.  Knutson — MinneapoHs,  Minn. 

Roseann  Boullack — Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Dec.     20   Aldrigo  S.  Mazzei — Arlington,  Va. 

Joanne  A.  Chaput — Nashua,  N.  H. 
Dec.     20    John  M.  Bergsten— Evanston,  111. 

Carolyn  L.  Bendelow — Chicago,  111. 
Dec.     28    Floyd  Cecil  Stamm,  Jr.— Chicago,  111. 

Joan  Frances  McDonald — Newton,  Mass. 
Dec.     30    Clyde  Winfield  Roberts,  Jr.— Waynesburg,  Pa. 

Barbara  Cambridge  Yates — Ayer,  Mass. 
Dec.     30   Ralph  E.  O'Dell— Eastport,  Maine. 

Mary  C.  Mallette— Eastport,  Maine. 
Dec.     30   Santo  Francis  Peruffo— Ayer,  Mass. 

Elizabeth  Mae  McQueeney — Ayer,  Mass. 


DEATHS  RECORDED,  A.  D.  1952 


Age 

Date                 Name  Yr.  Mon.  Day 

Jan.    8  MaryO'Malley   78  —  — 

Jan.    9  John  F.  Lynch   61  5  21 

Jan.  14  Caroline  Walsh  (Burke)   62  11  28 

Jan.  19  Jennie  Maude  Nixon  (Gibson) .  .  72  5  21 

Jan.  21  Richard  Dallas  Smith   —  6  8 

Jan.  27  Ray  G.  Dawson,  Jr   30  10  27 

Jan.  29  Joseph  Ouellette   24  6  6 

Feb.  13  Vera  Frances  Sleeper   45  1  27 

Feb.  14  Jane  Frances  McGuane   87  9  7 

Feb.  18  James  O'Connell   87  —  — 

Feb.  19  Mary  J.  Picard  (Gallagher) ....  71  4  16 

Feb.  22  Charles  R.  Crawford   78  7  6 

Feb.  25  Alice  Butterfield  (Fisk)   89  —  — 

Mar.  1  Dolor  A.  Suprent   61  —  12 

Mar.  6  Michele  Slarksy   —  —  — 

Mar.  8  Anna  M.  Lee  (McBride)   66  —  — 

Mar.  13  Henry  Hardy  Jewett   54  11  18 

Mar.  16  Mary  P.  Abbot   63  —  — 

Mar.  17  James  W.  Nixon   72  2  2 

Mar.  20  Cassie  Jane  Bonnell 

(MacGregor)   79  —  18 

Mar.  21  Jennie  L.  Baker   75  10  11 
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Age 

Date                 Name  Yr.  Mon.  Day 

Mar.  22  George  A.  Kimball   81  4  2 

Mar.  24  Ada  Blanche  Brown  (Mead) ...  79  4  27 

Mar.  25  Frank  Atkinson  Thomas   58  8  10 

April  2  F15ra  Josephine  Smith   75  0  20 

April  2  Ralph  Louis  Nye,  Jr   1  2  15 

April  3  Ella  P.  Green   84  9  18 

April  8  LilUan  A.  Harlow  .   78  2  27 

Aprill2  Joseph  Moffo   58  —  — 

April  16  Sarah  A.  Ford   53  —  — 

April  20  Mary  Hermine  Bartley  (Caisse)  87  6  5 

April  24  Agnes  Jane  Kelley   65  2  10 

May   2  Francis  L.  Gionet   68  —  — 

May    8  Frank  B.  Cummings   78  7  28 

May  15  Stillborn   —  —  — 

May  17  Martin  Kafka   10  hours 

May  24  Delia  M.  Rynn   80  4  5 

May  25  Eleanor  Corliss  (Bean)   38  —  — 

June    1  Mary  Bowler   —  —  — 

June    1  Deane  Clyde  Magalis   32  4  — 

June   8  Mildred  Cameron  (Carman) ...  57  4  10 

June   8  Newbert  Sanderson   63  6  24 

June    8  Ceceha  Cornellier  (Belanger) .  .  66  8  27 

June  15  Bernard  I.  Swallow   21  4  27 

June  17  Sarah  Agnes  Sanders   78  10  — 

June  19  Stillborn   —  —  — 

June  29  lola  Marie  Madsen  (O'Flaherty)  49  4  29 

July    2  Burpee  A.  Banks   83  3  15 

July    8  Charles  H.  Elwood,  3rd   —  9  2 

July  12  Mary  M.  Coughlin   74  —  — 

July  15  Winifred  Joan  Bourne   3  6  — 

July  16  WilUam  H.  Curren   78  5  28 

July  18  Florence  Farnham   78  10  28 

July  21  LiUian  E.  Williams  (Ellsworth).  75  11  14 

July  24  Mary  Augusta  Park   90  3  13 

July  29  Etta  Frances  Bush   70  —  — 

Aug.  23  Alida  M.  Scruton   79  4  24 

Sept.  10  Lindie  A.  Lakeman   88  2  20 

Sept.  11  Alice  Jeanette  Wetherbee   25  11  28 

Sept.  18  Edward  0.  Proctor   83  5  27 

Sept.  29  Henry  Charles  McDowell   80  2  3 

Oct.    6  Rose  Lillian  Burke   66  6  19 

Oct.    8  Peter  Hunt                         .  .  74  6  22 

Oct.  10  George  JakFilon.   64  6  28 

Oct.  11  David  Benjamin  Owens   33  8  18 

Oct.  17  Nora  Sabina  Keegan   75  3  20 

Oct.  23  Deborah  Ann  Armstrong   —  —  — 

Oct.  31  Margaret  Hubbard  Picard 

(Mullin)   44  6  10 
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Age 

Date                 Name  Yr.  Mon.  Day 

Nov.   1  William  Smith   53  6  6 

Nov.  30  Mabel  Jane  Jackson  (Maclver).  65  —  — 

Dec.    4  Richard  Walter  Cote   —  5  1 

Dec.    6  Nellie  Fox   86  5  3 

Dec.    8  Kathleen  Laura  Carrigan   67  —  — 

Dec.  12  Walter  A.  Haines   43  9  21 

Dec.  28  EarlR.  McGray   43  2  22 

Dec.  30  Edith  R.  Lingham   78  3  9 


RECAPITULATION 

Births  Recorded  in  1952   323 

Marriages  Recorded  in  1952   196 

Deaths  Recorded  in  1952   76 

Stillborn   5 

Under  1  year    4 

1-19  years   2 

20-39  years   7 

40-59  years   11 

60-79  years   34 

Over  80  years   13 


All  persons  interested  are  requested  to  examine  the 
foregoing  reports  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  and  report 
any  errors  or  omissions  to  the  Town  Clerk  in  order  that  the 
records  may  be  corrected. 

In  accordance  with  Chapter  46,  Section  15  of  the  General 
Laws,  public  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Town  Clerk 
is  prepared  to  fui'nish  blanks  for  the  return  of  births  to  parents, 
housekeepers,  physicians,  midwives  and  registered  hospitals, 
medical  officers  applying  therefor. 


HUNTING,  FISHING  AND  TRAPPING  LICENSES 
ISSUED  IN  1952 

174  Resident  Citizen  Fishing  @  $3.25  $  565 . 50 

92  Resident  Citizen  Hunting  @  $3.25   299 . 00 

91  Resident  Citizen  Sporting  @  $5.25   477 . 75 

26  Resident  Citizen  Minor  Fishing  @  $1.25   32 . 50 

112  Resident  Citizen  Female  Fishing  @  $2.25 ....  252 . 00 

1  Citizen  Minor  Trapping  @  $2.25   2 . 25 

5  Resident  Citizen  Trapping  @  $5.25   26 . 25 

12  Non-Resident  Fishing— 3  day  @$2.75    33.00 

1  Non-Resident  Fishing  @  $7.75   7 . 75 

6  Duplicate  @  50c   3.00 

405  Non-Resident  Military  Sporting  @  $2.00   810 . 00 

98  Resident  Military  and  Naval  Sporting  @  free   


64 


23  Resident  Citizen  Sporting — 70  years  or  older 
@  free  


1046                                                            $  2,509.00 

Less  Clerk's  fees— 919  Licenses   229 . 75 

No  fees  on  duplicate  or  free  licenses    

Paid  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game  $  2,279.25 


DOG  LICENSES  ISSUED  IN  1952 

196  Male  @  $2.00  $  392.00 

40  Female  @  $5.00   200.00 

98  Spayed  Female  @  $2.00   196 . 00 

3  Kennel  @  $10.00   30.00 

1  Kennel  @  $25.00   25.00 

11  Soldiers — Free    

$  843.00 

Less  Clerk's  Fees   168.50 


Paid  Treasurer   674.40 


MISCELLANEOUS  LICENSES  ISSUED  IN  1952 

9  Oleomargerine  Licenses  @  50c   4 . 50 

27  Gasoline  Licenses   13 . 50 

1  Gasoline  License  @  $2.00   2 . 00 


Paid  to  Treasurer   20 . 00 


THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 
Town  Clerk. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  UNDER 
ARTICLE  25  OF  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
TO  THE  VOTERS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  AYER 


May  26,  1952 

At  the  annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  March  3,  1952,  it  was 
voted,  under  Article  25,  to  appoint  a  committed  of  five  to  work 
with  the  School  Committee  on  an  investigation  of  the  pos- 
sibilities of  constructing  a  consolidated  elementary  school,  and 
to  report  to  a  future  Town  Meeting.  This  group  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Moderator  and  is  composed  of  Bertha  W. 
Doran,  Feme  R.  Halleran,  Charles  H.  Prentiss,  Fred  Jahn  and 
Eugene  E.  Smith.  At  the  first  meeting  an  organization  was 
effected  with  Donald  R.  Griffin  being  named  Secretary  and 
Eugene  E.  Smith,  Chairman. 

Inasmuch  as  the  possibiHty  of  constructing  a  new  school 
could  be  answered  rather  readily,  it  was  taken  for  granted  by 
the  committee  that,  actually,  the  advisabihty  of  construction 
was  the  main  purpose  of  their  investigation,  and  consequently 
there  could  be  nothing  concrete  accomplished  until  a  report 
from  a  previously  appointed  committee  had  been  received. 
This  group,  which  was  composed  of  the  School  Committee,  had 
been  instructed  under  Article  24  of  the  March  3rd  annual 
meeting  to  secure  a  cost  for  the  architectural  planning  of  the 
proposed  repair  and  renovation  of  the  Pleasant  Street  School. 
The  sum  of  $800  was  appropriated  for  this  work,  and  the  com- 
mittee hired  an  architect,  who  submitted  his  report  on  May 
16th. 

In  the  subsequent  five  meetings  held  by  the  investigating 
group  much  time  and  thought  were  given  to  the  main  item  of 
consideration,  namely:  Should  the  Town  of  Ayer  spend 
approximately  $90,000  to  renovate  and  renew  the  Pleasant 
Street  School,  or  would  it  be  advisable  to  construct  a  new 
building,  which  would  consolidate  the  Pleasant  Street  and 
East  Main  Street  Schools  at  a  cost  to  the  town  of  approximately 
$220,000?  With  these  thoughts  in  mind,  the  committee 
proceeded  along  the  following  lines: 

A.  To  visit  new  schools  in  this  section,  in  order  to 
observe  any  phases  of  new  construction  that  would  tend  to 
render  improved  educational  facilities. 

B.  To  contact  other  school  systems  which  had  renovated, 
in  order  to  benefit  by  their  experiences. 

C.  To  meet  with  the  Massachusetts  School  Building 
Assistance  Commission,  in  order  to  determine  the  amount 
of  aid  that  would  be  granted  to  the  Town  of  Ayer,  in  the  event 
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of  new  construction,  and  also  to  get  their  opinion  as  to  the 
advisabihty,  need  and  location. 

D.  To  thoroughly  study  the  "pros"  and  "cons"  of  the 
entire  situation. 

The  above  four  angles  have  been  pursued  with  the  following 
results: 

First  to  be  considered  is  the  renovation  of  the  Pleasant  Street 
School.  The  architect  has  submitted  a  very  fine  plan  for 
putting  this  building  into  entirely  acceptable  condition. 
The  necessary  work  could  be  accomplished  during  the  summers 
of  1952  and  1953  at  a  cost  of  slightly  over  $80,000.  Ap- 
proximately $10,000  more  would  be  necessary  for  proper 
furnishings.  This  amount  would  place  the  building  in  proper 
form,  but  would  not  improve  the  current  playground  facilities. 
It  should  be  carefully  considered  that  the  end  result  of  this 
plan  would  be  a  $90,000  expenditure  on  a  sixty-year-old  build- 
ing. There  would  be  no  state  assistance  on  any  money  spent 
for  renovating. 

The  construction  of  a  new  consolidated  elementary  school  could 
be  accomplished  for  approximately  $400,000  of  which  the 
State  would  supply  45%  leaving  the  town  to  expend 
$220,000.  In  the  granting  of  this  45%  by  the  School  Building 
Assistance  Commission,  there  are  certain  stipulations  that 
must  be  met,  one  of  which  is  proper  location.  The  present  site 
of  the  Pleasant  Street  School  would  not  be  acceptable. 
There  are  many  advantages  to  the  new  building  idea: 

(1)  Improved  teaching  facihties. 

(2)  Elimination  of  all  fire  and  accident  hazards. 

(3)  Proper  playground  and  recreational  areas. 

(4)  Reduced  maintenance  costs. 

(5)  Reduced  heating  cost,  mainly  because  of  consolidating 
the  Pleasant  Street  and  East  Main  Street  Schools. 

(6)  Gain  by  the  town  of  a  new  building,  which  of  itself 
would  be  an  attraction  to  manufacturing  concerns 
seeking  new  industrial  sites. 

Weighing  the  advantages  of  new  construction  as  against  reno- 
vating, there  are  many  items  that  enter  into  the  picture.  For 
instance,  the  financial  situation  of  the  town,  the  positive  need, 
the  change  of  location,  the  additional  amount  of  money  to 
be  spent  on  transportation  in  the  event  of  a  new  location,  and, 
most  important  of  all,  the  increase  in  the  tax  rate. 
Many  towns  construct  a  new  school,  primarily  because  of 
overcrowded  conditions,  but  we  do  not  have  that  situation  in 
Ayer.  The  operation  of  St.  Mary's  Parochial  School  has 
decreased  membership  in  the  public  school  system  and  without 
a  doubt  will  tend  to  effect  a  further  reduction. 
The  location  of  the  present  building  is  considered  very  satis- 
factory to  most  inhabitants  of  Ayer,  but,  according  to  the 
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opinions  of  all  public  educators,  school  buildings  should 
be  constructed  with  sufficient  acreage  available  for  recreation. 
Practically  all  new  buildings  are  being  constructed  on  the 
outer  fringes.  This,  of  course,  makes  transportation  of  pupils 
almost  a  necessity.  At  present  the  town  is  paying  $2600  per 
year  for  transportation,  and  there  is  a  great  demand  for 
increased  coverage.  The  transportation  of  all  school  children, 
approximately  700,  would  cost  the  town  approximately  $3500, 
inasmuch  as  the  state  contributes  all  over  $5.00  per  pupil. 
The  present  financial  status  of  the  town  is  good,  mainly  due  to 
judicious  leadership  and  the  curbing  of  excessive  expenditures, 
but  there  is  no  positive  need  for  a  new  building,  as  in  the 
proposed  renovation  the  Pleasant  Street  School  would  be 
placed  in  an  acceptable  condition. 

In  the  event  that  this,  or  any  future  meeting,  decides  that  a 
new  building  is  desirable,  and  that  an  appropriation,  of  $220,000 
is  necessary,  the  tax  rate  would  be  affected  to  the  extent  of 
about  $2.42  per  $1,000  valuation.  This  is  assuming  that  the 
cost  would  be  taken  care  of  over  a  twenty-year  period.  Ob- 
viously, the  $90,000  item  for  renovating  the  Pleasant  Street 
School  would  also  have  an  effect  on  the  tax  rate. 
While  the  selection  of  a  location  is  certainly  not  within  the 
province  of  this  committee,  some  thought  has  been  given  to  it 
in  an  effort  to  present  the  clearest  possible  picture.  There  is  a 
section  of  land,  owned  by  the  town,  adjacent  to  the  Town  Farm 
area,  containing  six  acres,  that  would  be  entirely  acceptable  to 
the  School  Building  Assistance  Commission,  and  which, 
according  to  current  standards,  would  be  an  ideal  location. 
Another  item  for  consideration,  in  the  event  of  new  con- 
struction, is  the  sale,  or  disposal,  of  the  buildings  and  land  now 
being  used  on  Pleasant  and  East  Main  Streets. 
Your  committee  has  given  a  great  deal  of  time  and  study  to  this 
matter  and  wishes  to  state  that  the  opinons  of  the  various 
members  have  undergone  several  changes  since  the  start  of  the 
investigation. 

The  considered  opinion  of  the  committee  is  that,  with  all  facts 
taken  into  consideration,  it  would  be  advisable  to  construct  a 
building,  in  an  accepted  location,  at  a  cost  to  the  Town  of 
approximately  $220,000. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  R.  GRIFFIN, 
PAUL  K.  McGUANE, 
HELEN  C.  HARRON, 
BERTHA  W.  DORAN, 
FERNE  R.  HALLERAN, 
CHARLES  H.  PRENTISS, 
FRED  JAHN, 

EUGENE  E.  SMITH,  Chairman 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 


WELFARE— OUTDOOR  RELIEF 
Receipts 

Appropriation," tax  levy   $  1,902.50 

Expenditures 

Joseph  M.  Markham,  Salary  $       25 . 00 

Frank  C.  Harmon,  Salary   25 . 00 

George  V.  Moore,  Salary   25 . 00 

Cash  Payments   258.00 

Mary  Morrison   106 . 00 

The  A.  &P.  Store   20.00 

J.  J.  Barry  &  Co   86.50 

Claude  C.  Farwell   4.65 

Mass.  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary   13 . 00 

D.  R.  Griffin   53.76 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Co   5 . 88 

Linwood  Noddin   90 . 00 

Ayer  Meat  Market   269.00 

Dr.  Edward  B.  Hopkins   4.00 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co   14.26 

Warren  Winslow   75 . 00 

Lowell  General  Hospital .   528 . 00 


$  1,603.05 


Unexpended  Balance   $  299.45 


WELFARE— INDOOR  RELIEF 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  4,452 . 00 

Expenditures 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bean,  Salary  $  1,522.80 

Retirement  Fund   157 . 20 

H.  Schwartz  &  Sons   3.50 

R.  W.  Thayer  Tractor  Co   20 . 03 

W.  Stanley  Livingston   3 . 60 

Leslie  Davis   1 . 60 

Fred  Millner   282.75 

Tolles-Moore,  Inc   58.28 

Charles  W.  Patten   5.50 

Ayer  Ice  Co   123.29 

Edward  Ross   1.25 

I.  E.  Smith   9.75 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co   71 . 70 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co   110.62 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Co   60 . 56 

Highland  Market   480 . 43 
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Sunshine  Stores,  Inc     446 . 91 

Farnsworth  Bros   273 . 93 

C.  D.  Fletcher   3.00 

Wilham  Brown,  Druggist   46 . 36 

George  Hyde   150.49 

Ayer  Meat  Market   75 . 44 

George  Langlois   40 . 65 

G.  V.  Moore  Lumber  Co.,  Inc   1.30 

Fletcher  Bros   85.85 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co.,  Inc   62.90 

Reed  Ham  Works   6.09 

Sterling  Farmer's  Supply  Co   5 . 10 

Scully's  Auto  Shop   65 . 29 


E.  0.  Proctor  Co  $  89.32 

Home  Roofing   10.00 

A.  H.  Thompson  &  Sons  Co   2.75 

E.  L.  Blood  &  Son   19.00 

Dawley  &  Shepard,  Inc   3 . 08 

Edward  B.  Hopkins,  M.D   17 . 00 

Joseph  M.  Markham   69 . 81 

J.  J.  Barry  &  Co   10.43 

Paul  K.  McGuane   7.89 

H.  H.  Proctor  Co   10.76 

Edmund  L.  Hyde   29.00 


$  4,445.21 


Unexpended  Balance   $  6.79 


AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  4,000 . 00 

Expenditures 

A.D.C.  Payrolls   $  2,286.60 


Unexpended  Balance   $  1,713.40 


AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 
U.  S.  GRANTS 
Receipts 

Federal  Grants  

1951  Balance  

Expenditures 
A.  D.  C.  Payrolls  

Unexpended  Balance  


$  1,988.35 
2,569.83 

$  4,558.18 

$  1,638.90 

$  2,919.28 
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AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN  ADMINISTRATION 
U.  S.  GRANTS 
Receipts 

1951  Balance.,  ;   $  7.76 

^  Expenditures 
No  Expenditures   $        0 . 00 


Unexpended  Balance   $  7.76 


AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN  RECOVERY 
Receipts 

Refund   $  1,000.00 

Expenditures 

State  Share  .-  $  333.33 

Federal  Share   273.96 


$  607.29 


Unexpended  Balance   $     392 . 71 


OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  40,000 . 00 

Refunds   172.15 


$40,172.15 

Expenditures 

0.  A.  A.  Payrolls  $  39,266 . 47 

Town  of  Dudley   119.54 

Town  of  Shirley    152.86 

Town  of  Westford   76 . 20 

TownofGroton   188.37 

Town  of  Lancaster   176.85 

City  of  Leominster   51 . 73 

City  of  Worcester   140 . 13 


$40,172.15 


DISABILITY  ASSISTANCE 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  5,000 . 00 

Expenditures 

Payrolls   $  3,305.10 


Unexpended  Balance   $  1,694.90 


DISABILITY  ASSISTANCE 
U.  S.  GRANTS 
Federal  Grants   $  1,067.55 
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Expenditures 

No  Expenditures   0.00 


Unexpended  Balance   $  1,067.55 


OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 
U.  S.  GRANTS 
Rieceipts 

Federal  Grants   $  25,378 . 13 

1951  Balance   14,380.61 


$39,758.74 

Expenditures 

0.  A.  A.  Payrolls   $  23,549 . 70 


Unexpended  Balance   $16,209.04 


OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  ADMINISTRATION 
U.  S.  GRANTS 
R/Cceipts 

1951  Balance   $  188.88 

Expenditures 

Joseph  M.  Markham,  Salary  $      85 . 00 

George  V.  Moore,  Salary   63 . 75 


$  148.75 


Unexpended  Balance   $      40 . 13 


TOWN  ADMINISTRATION 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     900 . 00 

Expenditures 

Northern  Middlesex  Welfare  District. .  .  $     900 . 00 


BAND  CONCERTS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     800 . 00 

Expenditures 

Ayer  Firemen's  Band   $     800 . 00 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  1,900.00 

Expenditures 

Charles  A.  Mullin,  Salary  and  expense. .  $  510 . 00 

Frank  E.  Harlow,  Salary  and  expense .  .  510 . 00 

Alfred  P.  Richardson,  Salary  and  expense  506 . 00 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co   74.12 

The  Banker  &  Tradesman   16 . 00 
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The  Stoneham  Independent,  Inc. ......  1 . 00 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  Inc   23 . 20 

Association  of  Mass.  Assessors   9 . 00 

Helen  H.  Hilton   69.90 

John  C.  Moore  Corp   41 . 52 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co.,  Inc   1.25 

Y.  &  E.  Sales  Corp   57.00 

Thorp  &  Martin  Co   8.71 

William  McDowell   69 . 20 


$  1,896.90 


Unexpended  Balance   $  3.10 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  4,000 . 00 

Appropriation,  Special  Town  Meeting  .  .  200 . 00 

Refund   162.00 


$  4,362.00 

Expenditures 

Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Health ...  $  4,339.81 


Unexpended  Balance   $      22 . 19 

For  detailed  report  of  expenditures, 
see  report  of  Board  of  Health. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  3,032 . 00 

Expenditures 

Joseph  M.  Markham,  Salary  $  345 . 00 

Frank  C.  Harmon,  Salary   345.00 

George  V.  Moore,  Salary   345 . 00 

Juliet  E.  Allen,  Salary   1,742 . 00 

Frank  C.  Harmon,  expense   10.50 

Withholding  Tax   135.20 

Retirement  Fund   98 . 80 


$  3,021.50 


Unexpended  Balance   '  $  10.50 


CARE  OF  PATIENTS 
MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  SANATORIUM 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  Special  Town  Meeting .  .  $     850 . 00 
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Expenditures 

Middlesex  County  Sanatorium   $     267 . 00 


Unexpended  Balance   $     583  .00 


CHAPTER  90— MAINTENANCE 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  2,000 . 00 

Treasury  Appropriation   4,000 . 00 


$  6,000.00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works                                                     $  5,937.82 


Unexpended  Balance   $       62 . 18 

For  detailed  report 

see  report  of  Board  of  Public  Works. 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 
Receipts 

1951  Balance   $  286.51 

Expenditures 

Fitchburg  Office  Supply  $      47 . 84 

Mrs.  Pauline  Guthrie   52 . 50 


$  100.34 

Unexpended  Balance   $  186.17 


COMMUNITY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     500 . 00 

Expenditures 
Treasurer,  Community  Memorial  Hos- 
pital  $  500.00 


COUNTY  PENSION  AND  EXPENSE  FUND 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy.   $  2,515.17 

Expenditures 

Middlesex  County  Retirement  System. .  $  2,515 . 17 


COUNTY  TAX 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  9,868 . 72 

Expenditures 

Middlesex  County  Treasurer   $  9,868 . 72 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  13,358 . 00 

Refund   3.50 

$13,361.50 

Expenditures 

Bills  paid  per  order  of  Engineers   $  13,353 . 77 


Unexpended  Balance   $  7.73 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Fire  Engineers. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT— RADIO 


Receipts 

Appropriation,  Special  Town  Meeting .  .  $     495 . 00 

Expenditures 

Motorola,  Inc  $  472.00 

Gerald  Jubb   23.00 


$  495.00 


FOREST  WARDEN 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     500 . 00 

Appropriation,  Special  Town  Meeting .  .  $     275 . 00 


$  775.00 

Expenditures 

Payroll  $  390.80 

American-LaFrance-Foamite  Corp   42 . 5  / 

Rodney  Kidder   5 . 65 

Jenney  Service  Station   6 . 17 

E.  0.  Proctor  Co   23.89 

Boylston  Fire  Equipment  Co   200.00 

Harry  J.  Lovell  Co   98 . 00 

Ralph  Wheeler   4.50 


$  771.58 


Unexpended  Balance   $  3.42 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  18,000 . 00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $17,999.06 


Unexpended  Balance   $        0 . 94 
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For  detailed  report  see 

report  of  Board  of  Public  Works. 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT— NEW  TRUCK 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  3,000 . 00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  2,998.30 

Unexpended  Balance   $        1 . 70 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT— TRACTOR  AND  LOADER 

Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  4,500 . 00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  4,499.67 

Unexpended  Balance   $        0  .35 

For  detailed  report  see  report  of 
Board  of  Public  Works. 

INSURANCE 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  1,887 . 84 

Expenditures 

Houghton  B.  Priest  $     629 . 28 

Joseph  M.  Markham   629 . 28 

Frank  S.  Bennett  Agency   629 . 28 

$  1,887.84 

INTEREST 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  6,000 . 00 

Expenditures 

First  National  Bank  of  Boston  $  5,504 . 50 

First  National  Bank  of  Ayer   202 . 50 

$  5,707.00 

Unexpended  Balance   $  293.00 

INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT 
Receipts 

Matured  U.  S.  Treasury  Bills   $100,000 . 00 


76 


Expenditures 

Purchase  (90  Day)  Treasury  Bills   $  99,535 . 00 


Unexpended  Balance   $     465 . 00 


JOSEPH  M.  CONNORS  POST  #139  A.L. 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     300 . 00 

Expenditures 

Clarence  M.  Chase,  Finance  Officer.  ...  $  300.00 


LIBRARY 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  3,200 . 00 

Expenditures 

Treasurer  Ayer  Library   $  3,200,00 


MEMORIAL  DAY 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     300 . 00 

Expenditures 

Eagle  Flag  &  Toy  Co.,  Inc   $   46 . 99 

Devens  Post  #2132  V.F. W   24 . 00 

Ayer  Firemen's  Band   100 . 00 

Estate  of  Frank  S.  Pierce   13 . 50 

The  Phoenix  Spring  Beverage  Co   14 . 00 


$  198.49 


Unexpended  Balance   $     101 . 51 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  SANATORIUM 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  2,549 . 35 

Expenditures 

Middlesex  County  Treasurer   $  2,549.35 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  7,600 . 00 

Refunds   13.70 


$  7,613.70 

Expenditures 

Alfred  J.  Fortin,  Salary  $  1,829 . 40 

Withholding  Tax   296 . 40 

Blue  Cross   32.20 

George  A.  Morency   30 . 75 

Benjamin  F.  Taft    30 . 75 

Henry  G.  Turner   30.75 
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Phyllis  F.  Wells   101.00 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co.,  Inc   125.56 

Paul  K.  McGuane   31 . 74 

Frank  E.  Harlow   15.00 

Charles  W.  Knowlton   25 . 00 

George  L.  Wilson   368 . 00 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  Inc   41 . 07 

Mohawk  Express   1 . 44 

Nora  P.  Guthrie   15.00 

Wendells.  Nutting   15.00 

Parker  Electrical  Service    176 . 52 

M.  D.  Stetson  Co   38.60 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co   98.09 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co   882 . 46 

Frank  C.  Harmon,  expense   17 . 00 

Florabelle  A.  Craft   15 . 00 

James  R.  Pender,  P.  M   21 . 95 

Norman  E.  Day,  Inc   69 . 84 

Woodlawn  Cemetery  Co   35 . 00 

Spring  Brook  Ice  Co   441 . 73 

Edwin  B.  Coltin   3.00 

Edward  Ross   5.00 

J.  H.  Thorlby  Co   26.65 

Walter  F.  Picard   10.00 

Mainco  Trading  Co   13 . 75 

Whitmore  Printing  Co   38 . 50 

The  Leominster  Printing  Co.,  Inc   838 . 00 

Wesley  Roberts   6.75 

AyerlceCo   398.30 

Lemay  Office  Equipment,  Inc   10 . 98 

The  George  T.  Johnson  Co   27 . 75 

M.  Alice  Logue   15 . 00 

Frank  L.  Maxwell   15.00 

Edward  J.  Brogan,  Jr   5 . 00 

R.  Neville  Markham   5 . 00 

Donald  R.  Wallace   7.00 

Neil  Jackson   5 . 00 

Barbara  M.  Harmon   6 . 50 

Anne  W.  Dudley   10.00 

Charles  Elwood   10.00 

HughH.  Thompson   32.50 

Sylvias.  Bean   10.00 

Dorothy  Locke   40.00 

Thomas  D.  Smith   40.00 

Howard  M.  Beverly   40 . 00 

Ida  K.  Naparstek   40.00 

Richard  E.  Sylvester   35 . 00 

Mary  W.  McGuane   40 . 00 

Paula  M.  Walsh   40.00 
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Ralph  H.  Richardson     42.50 

Delwin  B.  Rockwood   10 . 00 

Martin  S.  Donahue     22 . 50 

Crystal  Bleaching  Water  Co   22 . 75 

Anthony  J.  Persuitte   2.00 


Frank  Z.  Martel  $  4.00 

Waterman's  Garage   2 . 00 

Farnsworth  Bros   388 . 66 

Middlesex  Co.  Selectmen's  Ass'n   6.00 

Smith  &  Co's  Express   1 . 70 

Mystic  Chemical  Co   13 . 75 

Edward  O'Brien   286.00 

Worcester  Stamp  Co   1 . 85 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts   20 . 00 

Paul  L.  Boisseau   39.00 

Union  Cash  Market   19 . 20 

Elizabeth  L.  Chase   14 . 00 

Ralph  0.  Jenkins   15.00 

Harry  R.  Draper   7.50 

Kleenit,  Inc   1.00 

Commissioner  of  Public  Safety   5. 70 

Joseph  M.  Markham   17 . 20 

Capitol  Motor  Transport  Co.,  Inc   1.70 

G.  C.  Prince  &  Son,  Inc   16.45 

G.  V.  Moore  Lumber  Co.,  Inc   49.40 

Rochester  Germicide  Co   17 . 70 

William  A.  Aucoin   8 . 10 

E.  0.  Proctor  Co     .15 


$  7,595.74 


Unexpended  Balance   $      17 . 96 


MODERATOR 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $      50 . 00 

Expenditures 

Ralph  H.  Richardson   $      50 . 00 

MOTH  SUPPRESSION 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  1,000 . 00 

Expenditures 

James  S.  Draper,  labor                      .  $  260 . 32 

James  S.  Draper,  equipment,  expenses. .  126 . 00 

Withholding  Tax ...   15 .  40 

Retirement  Fund   13 . 68 

Payroll   205.24 

Robert  B.  Winslow   64 . 48 

Walter  H.  Savill   102.60 


79 


Abbott  Spray  &  Farm  Equipment  Co.. .  19 . 13 

Gilby's  Service  Station   20 . 96 

O'Clair's  Repair  Shop   10 . 00 

Sunshine  Stores,  Inc   141 . 20 

E.  0.  Proctor  Co   1.30 

H.  G.  Davenport   1.00 

Frost  Insecticide  Co   17 . 10 

$  998.41 

Unexpended  Balance   $        1 . 59 

NASHOBA  HEALTH  UNIT 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  2,583 . 06 

Expenditures 

Nashoba  Associated  Boards  of  Health .  .  $  2,583 . 06 

NOTES  AND  BONDS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  36,000 . 00 

Expenditures 

First  National  Bank  of  Boston  $  34,000 . 00 

First  National  Bank  of  Ayer   2,000 . 00 

$36,000.00 

OUTFALL  SEWER 
Receipts 

1951  Balance   $49,041.00 

Loan   116,000.00 

Treasury  Appropriation   2,000.00 

$167,041.00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $107,578.27 

Unexpended  Balance   $59,462.73 

PARKING  METER  FEES 
Receipts 

Receipts   $  7,635.39 

1951  Balance   2,758.17 

$10,393.56 

Expenditures 
The  Dual  Parking  Meter  Co  $     603 . 00 
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Transfer  to  Meter  Maintenance   5,000 . 00 

Appropriation  returned  to  treasury ....     1,741 . 44 


$  7,344.44 

Unexpended  Balance   $  3,049.12 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
Receipts 

Receipts   $  1,272.26 

1951  Balance   546.29 


%  1,818.55 

Expenditures 

Bills   %  1,350.18 


Unexpended  Balance   $  468.37 


PLEASANT  STREET  SCHOOL  RENOVATION 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  Special  Town  Meeting . .  $  33,800 . 00 

Refund   13.98 


$33,813.98 

$  5,500.00 
876.50 
2,233.26 
16,759.28 


$25,369.04 


Unexpended  Balance   $  8,444.94 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  18,085 . 00 

Expenditures 

Ernest  L.  Downing,  Salary,  expense. ...  $  3,454 . 50 

Earl  R.  Pillman,  Salary,  expense   2,687 . 10 

Walter  F.  Picard,  Salary,  expense   819 . 55 

Paul  L.  Boisseau,  Salary,  expense   2,613 . 64 

Russell  E.  Rakip,  Salary,  expense   2,456.42 

Newell  M.  Robinson,  Salary   108 . 95 

William  A.  Comeau,  Salary   443.75 

Philip  Comeau,  Salary   346 . 04 

Anthony  J.  Persuitte,  Salary   1,044 . 38 

Ally  Rakip,  Salary   222 . 92 


Expenditures 

Watertown  Electric  Co  

Frank  Sewall  Owen  

John  R.  Friedrich  

Bills  
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Withholding  Tax  $  1,492 . 78 

Retirement  Fund   713 . 87 

Blue  Cross   311.95 

Margaret  Ryan   18 . 00 

Forres  tine  Nichols   12 . 75 

Elvina  Bushnoe   52 . 87 

TownofAyer   7.00 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co   23 . 80 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co   152.67 

Edward  B.  Hopkins,  M.D   52.50 

Robert  Winslow   8.79 

Godin  Store  #6   2.94 

Mass.  Chiefs  of  Pohce  Ass'n   5 . 00 

N.  E.  Assoc.  of  Chiefs  of  Police,  Inc.. .  .  5.00 

Feltus  Motor  Co.,  Inc   652 . 39 

George  Hyde   92 . 51 

American-LaFrance-Foamite  Corp   4 . 65 

Mooney  &  Thompson   38 . 25 

Weston  Emergency  Light  Co   34 . 00 

Ellis  Smith   1.80 

James  R.  Pender,  P.  M   11 . 00 

Fitchburg  Auto  Electric  Co   1 . 00 

Stanley  Stone   10.00 

Standard  Sign  &  Signal  Co.,  Inc   9.10 

Whitmore  Printing  Co   16 . 50 

AyerSpa   24.65 

Joseph  M.  Markham   60 . 08 

W.  E.  Aubuchon   1.95 

William  Brown   2.00 

E.  0.  Proctor   21.50 

Leo's  Amoco  Service   9 . 07 

Arnold  Brown  System   7 . 50 

Woodlets,  Inc   12.50 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts   6 . 00 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co.,  Inc   11.14 


$18,084.76 

Unexpended  Balance   $  0.24 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT— METER  MAINTENANCE 

Receipts 

Appropriation  from  Treasury   $  2,500 . 00 

Transfer  from  Meter  Fees   $  2,500.00 

$  5,000.00 

Expenditures 

Walter  F.  Picard,  Salary  $  3,015 . 00 

Withholding  Tax   289 . 70 

Retirement  Fund   169 . 00 
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Blue  Cross   62.70 

Phyllis  F.  Wells   318.00 

Harry  King   207.00 

Payroll  (Snow  Removal)   564 . 02 

Withholding-Tax  (Snow  Removal)   67 . 90 

Retirement  Fund  (Snow  Removal)   19.34 

Godin  Stores   .98 

Smith  &  Go's  Express   3 . 78 

State  Prison   3.00 

Brandt  Automatic  Gashier  Go   12 . 56 

Railway  Express  Agency   3 . 42 

Paul  L.  Boisseau   21.60 

James  R.  Pender,  P.  M   6 . 00 

Middlesex  Supply  Go   62 . 02 

Dual  Parking  Meter  Go   52 . 00 

Wentworth  Hardware  Go.,  Inc   2.54 

W.  E.  Aubuchon,  Inc   8 . 01 

Russell  Rakip   21.60 

E.  &F.  King,  Inc   24.02 

Tolles  &  Moore,  Inc   3 . 67 

Walter  Bielecki   5.72 

John  Savin   4.72 

Blanchard  &  Brown   10 . 00 

Alfred  J.  Fortin   41.50 


$  4,999.80 


Unexpended  Balance.   $  0.20 


POLIGE  DEPARTMENT— NEW  GRUISER 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy  $  350 . 00 

Expenditures 

E.  0.  Proctor  Go   $  349.00 


Unexpended  Balance   $        1 . 00 


POLIGE  DEPARTMENT— RADIO 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy                                    $  1,300 . 00 

Refund                                                        $  0.45 


$  1,300.45 

Expenditures 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Go  $     289 . 00 

Gerald  L.  Jubb   11.45 

Town  of  Groton   1,000 . 00 


$  1,300.45 
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PREMIUM  ON  BONDS 


Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     348 . 00 

Refund   $  0.25 


$  348.25 

Expenditures 

Joseph  M.  Markham.  .   $  348.25 


PUBLIC  WORKS  ADMINISTRATION 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  6,000 . 00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  of  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  6,000.00 

For  detailed  report  see  report  of 
Board  of  Public  Works. 


RECREATION  PLAYGROUND 


Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  1,300 . 00 

Expenditures 
Warren  J.  Rooney,  salary  and  expense. .  $     510 . 55 


Withholding  Tax  $  83 . 80 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co   10 . 40 

George  Hyde   1 . 50 

George  H.  Clark  &  Co.,  Inc   24 . 24 

Harold  F.  Hadley   34.65 

Ernest  F.  Titus,  Jr   118.55 

Superior  Welding  Service   12 . 00 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co.,  Inc   74.61 

Waterman's  Garage   17 . 95 

Wilfred  Attridge   6.00 

George  F.  Blake,  Inc   1.28 

Leominster  Industrial  Supply,  Inc   23 . 00 

Sunshine  Stores,  Inc   1 . 70 

Roland  Colburn   21.00 

Alphy  J.  Martell   20.00 

G.  V.  Moore  Lumber  Co.,  Inc   29.64 

Robert  L.  Day     25.00 

J.  J.  Barry  &  Co   47.20 

Gerald  Millson   100.48 

Michael  Hickey   14 . 14 

Harry  King   5 . 00 

The  J.  E.  Porter  Corp   72 . 57 

Richard  Hamel   4.00 

W.  E.  Aubuchon,  Inc   1 . 00 

Benjamin  Fay   8.40 
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Zygfryd  Jablowski .  .  .  .  :   12 . 00 

McGovern  Bros   12 . 00 

Brown  Sign  Service .  .   3 . 50 

$  1,296.16 

Unexpended  Balance   $        3 . 84 

REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     955 . 00 

Expenditures 

Ralph  H.  Wylie  $  100.00 

Edward  J.  Halleran   100 . 00 

William  J.  Donlon   100 . 00 

Theodore  W.  Barry   150 . 00 

Mimeograph  Distributors,  Inc              .  7.55 

James  R.  Pender,  P.  M   9 . 00 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  Inc   14 . 29 

Tabor  Stamp  Works   13 . 71 

Spaulding-Moss  Co   183 . 10 

Richard  J.  O'Toole   101.00 

Ralph  0.  Jenkins   112.00 

Whitmore  Printing  Co   61 . 50 

$  952.15 

Unexpended  Balance   $  2.85 

ROAD  MACHINERY  ACCOUNT 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  2,600 . 00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  2,600.00 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 


SCHOOLS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $157,525 . 00 

Appropriation,  Dog  Tax  Refund   602.09 

Refunds   31.89 


Expenditures 

Payroll  $104,913.45 

Withholding  Tax   18,098 . 30 

Retirement  Fund   5,882 . 09 


$158,158.98 
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Blue  Cross   1,346.55 

Miscellaneous  Bills   27,528 . 96 


$157,769.35 

Unexpended  Balance   $  389.63 


SCHOOL  ARCHITECT 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     800 . 00 

Expenditures 

Frank  Sewall  Owen   $     800 . 00 


SCHOOL  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     300 . 00 

Expenditures 

Paul  K.  McGuane   $      30 . 34 


Unexpended  Balance   $  269.66 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  300.00 

Expenditures 

Paul  L.  Boisseau   $  300.00 


SEWERAGE  PUMP 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  1,300 . 00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  1,295.02 


Unexpended  Balance   $  4.98 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 


SEWER  CONSTRUCTION 


Receipts 

1951  Balance   $  3,094.48 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  by  order  of  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  1,910.14 


Unexpended  Balance   $  1,184.34 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 
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SEWERAGE  MAINTENANCE 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  5,600 . 00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  by  order  of  Board  of  Public 

Works..:   $  5,600.00 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 

SIDEWALKS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  1,500 . 00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  1,499.15 


Unexpended  Balance   $  0.85 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 

SNOW  REMOVAL 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  5,500 . 00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  by  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  5,499.77 


Unexpended  Balance.   $  0.23 

For  detailed  report  see  report  of 
Board  of  Public  Works. 

SOLDIERS'  GRAVES 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     250 . 00 

Expenditures 

Woodlawn  Cemetery  Co  $     160 . 00 

George  H.  Willis   90.00 

$  250.00 

SPECIAL  SCHOOL  LUNCH 
Receipts 

1951  Balance   $  1,992.11 

Receipts  '  23,705.72 


$25,697.83 

Expenditures 

Anna  Markham  $  1,390 . 48 

Katherine  Clark   1,006 . 57 
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Frances  Laliberte   527 . 80 

Ruth  Griffin   962.65 

Stanis  Hyde   1,001.20 

Barbara  Dunn   190 . 00 

Ethel  Coggeshall   60 . 00 

TeoQuinty   346.70 

Natahe  Michaud   302 . 80 

Withholding  Tax   1,094 . 70 

Retirement  Fund   314 . 10 

Bills   16,690.51 


$23,887.51 


Unexpended  Balance   $  1,810 . 32 


STATE  AUDIT  TAX 
Receipts 

Appropriation  tax  levy   $  1,467.29 

Expenditures 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts   $  1,467 . 29 


STATE  PARKS  AND  RESERVATIONS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     791 . 62 

Expenditures 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts   $  791.62 


STREET  LIGHTING 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  9,600 . 00 

Appropriation,  Special  Town  Meeting . .  300 . 00 


$  9,900.00 

Expenditures 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co  $  9,556 . 29 

Parker  Electrical  Service   215 . 00 


$  9,771.29 


Unexpended  Balance     $  128.71 


STREET  SIGNS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     500 . 00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  498.55 


Unexpended  Balance   $  1.45 
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For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 


ST.  MARY'S  SCHOOL  CURBING 
^  Receipts 

1951  Balance   $  407.44 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  406.72 


Unexpended  Balance   $  0.72 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 


TAX  COLLECTOR 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  3,197 . 00 

Expenditures 

Theodore  W.  Barry,  Salary  $  1,358 . 50 

Theodore  W.  Barry,  tax  taking   8.73 

Elizabeth  L.  Chase,  Salary   661 . 96 

Withholding  Tax   465 . 70 

Retirement  Fund   43 . 94 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  Inc   50 . 81 

Tabor  Stamp  Works   5 . 57 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co  $  41.70 

John  E.  McDonald   5.00 

A.  W.  LaFond  &  Co   132.01 

James  R.  Pender,  P.  M   240.24 

Harold  E.  Larkin   100.00 

The  Mass.  Collectors'-Treasurers'  Assoc.  2 . 00 

J.  H.  Thorlby  Co   18.00 

Houghton  B.  Priest   50 . 00 

Whitmore  Printing  Co   7 . 25 

Lemay  Office  Equip.,  Inc   1.08 

Mulcahy  Messenger  Service   1 . 44 


$  3,193.93 


Unexpended  Balance   $        3 . 07 


TAX  TITLE  FORECLOSURE 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     100 . 00 

Expenditures 
Middlesex  County  Registry  of  Deeds. .  .  $       15 . 00 
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James  R.  Pender,  P.  M 
George  L.  Wilson  


2.22 
20.56 


$  37.78 


Unexpended  Balance   $      62 . 22 


TOWN  CLERK 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  2,423 . 00 

Expenditures 

Theodore  W.  Barry,  Salary  $  215 . 00 

Theodore  W.  Barry,  Registrations   724 . 00 

Elizabeth  L.  Chase,  Salary   661 . 96 

Withholding  Tax   174.20 

Retirement  Fund   43 . 94 

Incidental  expenses   48 . 22 

James  R.  Pender,  P.  M   183 . 80 

G.  V.  Moore  Lumber  Co.,  Inc   4.65 

John  C.  Moore  Corp   4 . 17 

Community  Memorial  Hospital   109 . 50 

J.  H.  Thorlby  Co   19.70 

Whitmore  Printing  Co   62 . 00 

Spaulding  Moss  Co   25 . 00 

Ellis  Smith   4.60 

Tabor  Stamp  Works   7 . 70 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  Inc     14.88 

Fitchburg  Office  Supply   2.55 

G.  C.  Prince  &  Son,  Inc   16.20 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co   50.22 

The  Lawyers'  Co-operative  Pub.  Co. .  . .  30 . 00 

Mass.  Town  Clerks'  Assoc   5 . 00 

The  Public  Spirit.....  *.   6.50 


$  2,413.79 


Unexpended  Balance   $  9.21 


TOWN  CLERK— BINDING  RECORDS,  ETC. 
Receipts 

1951  Balance   $  193.97 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   50 . 00 


$  243.97 

Expenditures 

George  Coleman  Co   $  36.00 


Unexpended  Balance    $  207.97 
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TOWN  HALL  REPAIRS 


Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  1,000.00 

Expenditures 

Linwood  Noddin  $     207 . 88 

G.  V.  Moore  Lumber  Co.,  Inc   13 . 19 


$  221.07 


Unexpended  Balance   $     778 . 93 


TOWN  INFIRMARY  REPAIRS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     500 . 00 

Expenditures 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co.,  Inc  $  23 . 30 

Linwood  Noddin   103.05 

Parker  Electrical  Service   64 . 60 

American  Fire  Equipment  Co   66 . 90 

Paul  K.  McGuane   20 . 18 

R.  B.  Marvin  &  Sons   7 . 60 

G.  V.  Moore  Lumber  Co.,  Inc   13.06 


$  298.69 


Unexpended  Balance   $     201 . 31 


TOWN  INFIRMARY  REFRIGERATOR 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     300 . 00 

Expenditures 

Radio  T.  V.  Lab   $  300.00 


TOWN  PARKS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  2,250 . 00 

Refund   4.20 


$  2,254.20 

Expenditures 

Gerald  Millson  $  778 . 57 

Withholding  Tax   153 . 80 

Ernest  F.  Titus,  Jr   97 . 59 

Sunshine  Stores,  Inc  '  581.47 

G.  V.  Moore  Lumber  Co.,  Inc   108.69 

Robert  W.  Drew   85.00 

Alphy  J.  Martell   *  116 . 00 

Roy  Hammond   41 . 65 

George  Cote,  Jr   10 . 50 


91 


Worcester  County  Electric  Co   1 . 00 

Johnson-Barker- Webb  Corp   18 . 85 

Wilfred  Attridge   7.00 

Roland  Colburn   31.37 

George  Hyde   48.41 

Lull  &  Hartford,  Inc   7 . 95 

Ernest  Titus   14.70 

Silcraft  Corp   94.25 

Middlesex  Irrigation  Service   28 . 00 

Richard  Hamel   3 . 15 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co.,  Inc   11 . 55 

Raymond  Narey   1 . 50 

Robert  L.Day   13.00 


$  2,254.00 

Unexpended  Balance                                 $  0.20 

TOWN  PARK— FOOTBALL  FIELD 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy                                     $  1,500 . 00 

1951  Balance   6.67 


$  1,506.67 

Expenditures 

Gerald  Millson  $  45.33 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co.,  Inc   .45 

Grossman's  of  the  No.  Shore,  Inc   15 . 56 

Ernest  F.  Titus,  Jr   36 . 88 

Lull  &  Hartford,  Inc   50 . 45 

Security  Fence  Co   1,358 . 00 


$  1,506.67 


TREASURER 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  1,876 . 00 

Expenditures 

Leslie  C.  Wells,  Salary  and  expense.  .  .  .$  1,127.50 

Withholding  Tax   302 . 40 

Retirement  Fund   75 . 00 

State  Report   50.00 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co   84.62 

Lemay  Office  Equipment  Inc   6 . 97 

James  R.  Pender,  P.  M   93 . 72 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  Inc. .   65 . 24 

The  Mass.  Collectors'-Treasurers'  Assoc.  2 . 00 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts   8 . 55 

Railway  Express  Agency   1 . 67 
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The  J.  C.  Hall  Co   25,00 

The  Todd  Co.,  Inc   20.50 

Fitehburg  Office  Supply   1 . 97 

First  National  Bank  of  Ayer   10 . 00 


$  1,875.14 


Unexpended  Balance   $  0.86 


TREE  WARDEN— TREE  COMMITTEE 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  4,000 . 00 

Expenditiires 

James  S.  Draper,  labor  $  711 . 71 

James  S.  Draper,  expense   30 . 00 

James  S.  Draper,  equipment   228 . 50 

Withholding  Tax   130.40 

Retirement  Fund   39 . 94 

Payroll   480.23 

George  Langlois   15 . 80 

Sunshine  Stores,  Inc   567 . 23 

Harry  R.  Draper   24.00 

Montuori  Bros.,  Inc   1.75 

Frost  Insecticide  Co   65 . 61 

Gilby  Service  Station   9 . 08 

George  Hyde   11.39 

Midd.  Co.  Tree  Wardens'  and  Moth 

Supts.'  Assoc   5.00 


$  2,320.64 


Unexpended  Balance   $  1,679.36 


UNPAID  BILLS— 1951— FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     512 . 43 

Expenditures 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co  $  33 . 28 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co   17.90 

Burton  Pelletier   208 . 50 

Ayer  Ice  Co   212.32 

Jenney  Service  Station   1 . 82 

E.  0.  Proctor  Co   8.53 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co.,  Inc   2 . 63 

J.  J.  Barry  &  Co   1.80 

Clarence  Craft   11.40 

Norman  E.  Day,  Inc   .75 
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Kidder's  Express   10 . 00 

American-LaFrance-Foamite  Corp   3 . 50 

$  512.43 

UNPAID  BILLS— 1951— MISCELLANEOUS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     143 . 20 

Expenditures 

George  L.  Wilson   $  143.20 

UNPAID  BILLS— 1951— TOWN  HALL  REPAIRS 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $      72 . 20 

Expenditures 

Tolles-Moore,  Inc   $  72.20 

UNPAID  BILLS— 1951— WELFARE  (O.R.) 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $     557 . 88 

Expenditures 

Dr.  Edward  B.  Hopkins  $  202 . 00 

Dr.  F.  Woodward  Lewis   50 . 00 

Clinton  Hospital     48.00 

City  of  Boston   10.00 

TownofGroton   71.40 

City  of  Fitchburg   176.48 


$  557.88 


VETERANS'  BENEFITS 


Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  5,000.00 

Expenditures 

Cash  Payments  $  2,815 . 40 

Margaret  Silber   6.00 

June  Chaffin.  .  .  .   80.00 

First  National  Stores,  Inc   20 . 00 

Edward  B.  Hopkins,  M.D   229 . 00 

Farnsworth  Bros   40 . 00 

AyerlceCo   108.30 

Spring  Brook  Ice  Co   98 . 51 

John  T.  Bresnahan,  travel   31 . 07 

Ayer  Fire  Department   55 . 00 

Community  Memorial  Hospital   298 . 50 

Dr.  A.  Leo  Brett   100.00 

F.  Woodward  Lewis,  M.D   75 . 00 

Robert  Murphy's  Sons'  Co   126 . 00 

Green  Acre  Oil  Co   22.50 
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Dorothea  Savin    50.00 

The  Leary  Laboratory   5 . 00 

CUnton  Hospital   120 . 00 

H.  Louis  Farmer  &  Son .  .   274 . 84 

WilHam  Brown   17.05 

Mass.  Veterans'  Service  Agents'  Assoc. .  10 . 00 

Edmund  L.  Hyde   12.00 

The  Maxwell  Pharmacy   34 . 50 


Town  of  Townsend   20 . 00 

N.E.  Stores   40.00 


$  4,688.67 


Unexpended  Balance   $  311.33 


VOCATIONAL  TRAINING 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  1,000 . 00 

Expenditures 

City  of  Leominster  $  628 . 90 

Thomas  Horgan   90.99 

Robert  A.  Porter   31.95 

David  L.  Fillebrown   31 . 95 

Henry  J.  Hasey   33.30 

PaulF.  Hamel   33.75 

City  of  Fitchburg   7.20 


$  858.04 


Unexpended  Balance   $     141 . 96 


WATER  DEPARTMENT 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  20,000 . 00 

Refund   4.00 


$20,004.00 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $20,003.74 


Unexpended  Balance  ,  $        0 . 26 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 


WATER  DEPARTMENT— NEW  WELL 
RiCceipts 

1951  Balance   $19,414.89 
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Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  9,949.45 


Unexpended  Balance   $  9,465.44 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 


WATER  MAINS  EXTENSION 
R/  eceip  t  s 

1951  Balance   $  1,395.54 

Appropriation,  Special  Town  Meeting 

(Snake  Hill  Road)   3,000 . 00 


$  4,395.54 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works                                                     $  4,395.16 


Unexpended  Balance   $  0.38 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 

WATER  MAINS  EXTENSION— WRIGHT  ROAD 
Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy   $  3,000.00 

Appropriation,  Special  Town  Meeting . .  1,000 . 00 

Refund     499.60 


,  $  4,499.60 

Expenditures 
Bills  paid  per  order  Board  of  Public 

Works   $  4,495.81 


Unexpended  Balance   $  3.79 

For  detailed  report  see  report 
of  Board  of  Public  Works. 

WITHHOLDING  TAX 
Receipts 

Received  from  all  departments   $  26,686 . 58 


Expenditures 

Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Boston   $  26,686 . 58 


RETIREMENT  FUND 
Receipts 

Received  from  all  departments   $  4,008 . 90 

Expenditures 

Middlesex  County  Retirement  System. .  $  4,008 . 90 
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REFUNDS 
Excise  and  Real  Estate  tax  per  order  of 

the  Tax  Collector.   $  1,658.87 

Dog  Tax   384.00 

Sewer  Assessment   281.25 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM 
FRANK  C.  HARMON 
GEORGE  V.  MOORE 

Board  of  Selectmen 


REPORT  OF  VETERAN'S  SERVICES  DIVISION 


Appropriation  $  5,000.00 

Amount  expended   4,688 . 67 


Unexpended  balance  $  311.33 

The  present  case  load  of  the  Division  is  three,  com- 
prising eleven  people.  Nine  cases,  consisting  of  thirty-three 
persons,  were  aided  during  the  year. 

A  total  of  67  interviews  was  made  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM 
Veterans'  Agent 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 
Gentlemen: 

There  were  17  cases  of  dog  bites  reported  and  investigated 
and  were  quarantined. 

In  no  case  were  the  dogs  found  diseased  and  the  quarantine 
was  lifted. 

The  total  number  of  live  stock  owned  within  the  town  Dec. 


31,  1952  is  as  follows: 

Cows  and  heifers   155 

Swine   39 

Steers...   5 

Horses  ■   8 

Bulls   6 

Sheep   114 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  BEAN, 

Animal  Inspector. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  INFIRMARY 


House  $  7,500.00 

Barn  ^   1,000.00 

Garage   800.00 

Vegetables  and  Canning  and  Frozen  Foods   950 . 00 

Feeds   3,500.00 

Livestock   2,500.00 

House  Furnishings   500 . 00 

Fertilizer   400.00 

Farm  Equipment   800 . 00 

INMATES  JANUARY  1,  1953 

Men   .  8 

Women   0 

Warden  and  Matron  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  0.  Bean. 

Whole  number  of  inmates   3 

Largest  number   4 

Smallest  number   3 


Four  between  the  ages  of  60  and  80  years  of  age, 
1  cripple. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MR.  and  MRS.  W.  A.  BEAN, 
Warden  and  Matron. 


REPORT  OF 
SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 
The  following  is  my  report  for  the  year  1952. 


Scales  over  10,000  lbs   4 

Scales  from  5,000  to  10,000  lbs   2 

Scales  from  100  to  5,000  lbs   22 

Scales  and  balances  under  100  lbs                       .  39 

Weights   119 

Liquid  Measures   30 

Gasoline  Meters   33 

Grease  Meters   24 

Kerosene  Meter   1 

Vehicle  Tank  Meter  systems   5 

Leather  Measuring  machines   5 

Yard  Sticks   11 


Total  Devices  Sealed   295 

Total  Devices  not  Sealed   1 

Total  Devices  Adjusted   2 
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Sealing  Fees  Collected  $    158 . 75 

Paid  to  Town  Treasurer  $     158 . 75 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PAUL  L.  BOISSEAU, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 


REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 


I  picked  up  42  stray  dogs.  No  one  claimed  them  so  they 
were  destroyed. 

I  picked  up  11  dogs  which  owners  claimed. 

Nine  dogs  that  were  destroyed  were  thoroughbred  dogs. 
Would  suggest  again  that  when  the  license  is  lost  owner  get 
another  one  at  once. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Health  I  disposed  of  14  dogs  that 
had  been  killed  by  cars. 

EDWARD  O'BRIEN, 
Dog  Officer. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  ENGINEERS 

Appropriation,  Tax  Levy   $  13,558 . 00 

Refund  check,  Ohio  Chemical  Equip.  Co.  3 . 50 

Total   $13,561.50 

EXPENDITURES 

Labor  $  9,434.67 

Maintenance  of  Building   1 , 1 97 . 44 

Insurance  (Men  and  Trucks)   496 . 16 

Maintenance  of  Trucks  and  Equipment.  1,319 . 92 

Wire  Alarm  Maintenance   905 . 58 

Total  Expenditures  $  13,353 . 77 

Appropriation,  Tax  Levy  $  13,558 . 00 

Refund  Check,  Ohio  Chemical  Equip.  Co.        3 . 50 

Total  $13,561.50 

Total  Expenditures  $  13,353 . 77 

Unexpended  Balance  $  7.73 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Board  of  Fire  Engineers, 

GEORGE  L.  DONAHUE,  Chief 
JOSEPH  E.  PEDRAZZI,  Clerk 
JEREMIAH  J.  MURRAY 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FOREST  FIRE  WARDEN 


During  1952  we  had  many  grass  and  brush  fires  due  to 
the  fact  that  we  had  a  severe  dry  spell  during  the  summer. 

I  believe  that  through  the  cooperation  cf  the  Public 
Works  Department  we  will  have  the  Town  Dump  situation 
under  control  this  year.  Plans  are  already  being  made  to 
control  fires  at  the  Dump. 

Our  citizens  should  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  permits 
are  required  for  any  outdoor  fires.  This  also  includes  the 
burning  of  rubbish  in  incinerators. 

In  1952  a  chart  was  mounted  on  the  front  of  the  Fire 
Station  which  gives  the  daily  burning  index.  No  permits  for 
outdoor  fires  will  be  granted  if  the  burning  index  reaches 
40°.  Permits  for  all  open  fires,  including  incinerator  fires, 
must  be  obtained  by  calling  the  Fire  Station. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  various  departments 
of  the  Town  of  Ayer  for  their  cooperation  during  the  past  year. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  L.  DONAHUE 
Forest  Warden 


Appropriation  Tax  Levy   $     500 . 00 

Appropriation  (Special  Town  Meeting) .  275 . 00 

EXPENDITURES 


Equipment   $  180.78 

Payroll   390.80 

Repairs  to  pump   200 . 00 


$  771.58 

Appropriation  $     775 . 00 

Total  Expenditures   771 . 58 


Unexpended  Balance  $  3.42 


REPORT  OF 
BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


Appropriation  $  1,902 . 50 

Amount  expended   1,603.05 


Unexpended  Balance  $  299.45 

Amount  due  Town  from: 
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Pepperell                 .  $  528.00 

Amount  received  by  Town  from: 

Holyoke  $  200.00 

Harvard   128.00 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts   48 . 00 

The  present  case  load  of  the  Department  is  two,  com- 
prising five  persons.  During  the  year,  the  Department  cared 
for  nine  famihes,  consisting  of  twenty-one  people,  exclusive 
of  outside  Ayer-settled  cases.  The  following  is  the  case  load 
of  the  Department  by  months: 

January   3  July   2 

February   2  August   2 

March   3         September   3 

April   2         October   3 

May   3         November   .  4 

June   2         December   2 

There  was  a  total  of  57  interviews  made. 

The  Agent  wishes  to  express  his  sincere  appreciation  for 
the  cooperation  received  from  the  citizens  and  officials  of  the 
Town  during  the  year  1952. 

JOHN  T.  BRESNAHAN,  Agent 


REPORT  OF  THE 
BUREAU  OF  OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 

Appropriation  $  40,000 . 00 

Cancelled  checks   172.15 


$40,172.15 

Amount  expended  $40,172.15 

U.  S.  Grants: 

1951  Balance   14,380.61 

Amount  received   25,378.13 


39,758.74 

Amount  expended   23,549.70 


Unexpended  balance  $  16,209 . 04 

Amount  due  Town  from 

Fitchburg  $  115.28 

Amount  received  by  Town  from: 

Littleton  :  $  257.53 

Leominster   77 . 96 

Pepperell   62.35 

Cambridge   220.36 

Newton   180.16 

Lowell   396.89 
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Boston   130.19 

State   27,979.52 

The  present  case  load  of  the  Bureau  is  74  cases.  There 
were  14  appHcations  received  during  the  year;  13  were  ac- 
cepted and  one  was  rejected;  Twenty  cases  were  closed  during 
the  year. 

The  case  load  of  the  Bureau  by  months  is  as  follows: 

January   .81  July  76 

February  80  August  76 

March  78  September  76 

April  77  October  73 

May  77  November  73 

June  76  December  74 

There  was  a  total  of  1,340  interviews  made  during  the 
year. 

Although  a  gross  amount  of  $63,721.85  was  spent  during 
the  year,  the  net  cost  to  the  Town  was  only  $9,038.76. 

JOHN  T.  BRESNAHAN,  Agent 


REPORT  OF  THE 
DIVISION  OF  AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 


Appropriation  $  4,000 . 00 

Amount  expended   2,286 . 60 


Unexpended  balance  $  1,713 . 40 

U.  S.  Grants: 

1951  Balance  $  2,569.83 

Amount  received   1,988 . 35 


4,558.18 

Amount  expended   1,638 . 90 


Unexpended  balance  $  2,919 . 28 

Amount  received  by  Town  from: 

State   1,526.89 


The  present  case  load  of  the  Division  is  two  families,  con- 
sisting of  three  dependent  children.  A  total  of  five  families 
was  aided  during  the  year,  comprising  fourteen  dependent 
children. 

The  following  is  the  case  load  of  the  Division  by  months: 

January   5  July   4 

February   5  August   3 

March   5         September  2 

April   5  October   2 
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May.   5         November   2 

June   4         December   2 

There  was  a  total  of  169  interviews  made  during  the  year. 

The  average  monthly  cash  grant  for  the  two  families  for 
December  was  $32.55. 

JOHN  T.  BRESNAHAN,  Agent 


REPORT  OF  THE 
DIVISION  OF  DISABILITY  ASSISTANCE 

Appropriation  $  5,000.00 

Amount  expended   3,305 . 10 


Unexpended  Balance  $  1,694 . 90 

U.  S.  Grants: 

Amount  received  $  1,067 . 55 

Amount  expended   0 . 00 


Unexpended  balance  $  1,067 . 55 

Amount  received  by  Town  from: 

State  $  979.24 

The  present  case  load  of  the  Division  is  four.  There 
were  five  disabled  persons  aided  during  the  year.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  case  load  of  the  Division  by  months: 

January   4         July   5 

February  4.         August   3 

March   4         September  4 

April   5         October   3 

May   6         November  3 

June   5         December   4 

There  was  a  total  of  173  interviews  made  during  the 
year. 

JOHN  T.  BRESNAHAN,  Agent 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


Receipts 

Appropriation,  tax  levy  $  4,000 . 00 

Appropriation  Special  Town  Meeting. .  .  200 . 00 

Refund   162.00 

$  4,362.00 

Expenditures 

Jessie  B.  Reynolds,  garage  rent  $  65 . 00 

Frank  S.  Bennett  Agency   96 . 40 

Turner's  Public  Spirit   8 . 75 
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E.  0.  Proctor  Co   468.36 

Whitmore  Printing  Co   7 . 40 

Edward  O'Brien   28.00 

Nashoba  Assoc.  Boards  of  Health   3,499 . 40 

Registry  cf  Motor  V ehicles   4 . 50 

Community  Memcrial  Hospital   162.00 


4,339.81 


Unexpended  Balance   $  22.19 

Special    Appropriation    for  Nashoba 

Health  Unit  $  2,583.06 

Bills  Paid   2,583.06 

Special  Appropriation  for  Care  of  Patients 

at  Middlesex  County  Sanatorium .  .  $  850 . 00 
Bills  Paid   267.00 

Unexpended  Balance  $  583.00 

EDWARD  B.  HOPKINS,  M.D. 
HENRY  T.  SMITH 
GEORGE  L.  DONAHUE 
Board  of  Health 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  OF  POLICE 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 
Ayer,  Massachusetts 
Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  seventh  annual  report  for  the  Ayer 
PoKce  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1952. 


OFFENSES 

Arrested  for  FBI   2 

Drunkenness   210 

Motor  vehicle  lav/  violations '.   211 

Operating  unregistered  and  uninsured  car   32 

Driving  under  the  influence   61 

Disturbing  the  peace   53 

Adultery   2 

Stubborn  child   2 

Assault  and  Battery   19 

Larceny  of  automobile   9 

Trespassing   1 

Held  for  questioning   24 

Shirley  Industrial  School  boys  apprehended   14 

Runaways  from  other  towns   5 

Lodgers   35 
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Unarmed  robbery   2 

Carnal  abuse   2 

Property  damage  accidents   149 

Personal  injury  accidents   49 

Delinquent  child   1 

Lewd  and  lascivious  cohabitation   2 

Malicious  destruction  of  property   2 

Breaking  and  entering   1 

Violation  of  probation   1 

Not  putting  out  flares  or  lights   1 

Passing  school  bus   1 

Assault   1 

Lewdness   1 

Unnatural  act   1 

Abuse  of  female  child   1 

Annoying  opposite  sex   1 

Refusing  to  stop  for  police  officer   1 

No  hunting  license   1 

Shooting  from  highway   1 

Insane  person   1 

Giving  false  name   1 

Soliciting  for  prostitution   1 

Keeping  a  disorderly  house   1 

Neglect  of  children   1 

904 

Business  establishments  found  open   116 

Assisted  sick  and  injured  persons   9 

Street  lights  reported  out.   76 

Lost  children  returned  to  their  homes   2 

Number  of  women  arrested   12 

Total  number  of  persons  held  in  lock-up   855 


AYER  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  PERSONNEL 
Ernest  L.  Downing — Chief 
Earl  R.  Pillman — ^Sergeant 
Walter  F.  Picard — Patrolman 
Paul  L.  Boisseau — Patrolman 
Russell  Rakip— Patrolman 
*James  J.  Curran— Patrolman 

*  Officer  Curran  is  on  military  leave,  serving  with  the 
armed  forces. 

Money  received  for:  rent  of  Town  Hall,  telephone  booth, 
lock-up  fees  and  bicycle  plates,  total  fot-  which  I  have  receipt 
of  the  Town  Treasurer: 

Total  $  287.13 

PARKING  METERS  REPORT 

Total  Receipts  for  1952   $  7,635 . 39 

Total  parking  violations  during  1952 .  . .  304 
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First  offenders  (Warning)   300 

Second  offenders  3  @  $1.00   3 . 00 

Third  offender  1  @  $2.00   2 . 00 

Total  number  of  parking  meters  now  in 

service   97 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  meters  are  now  the  property 
of  the  town  since  the  final  payment  on  the  meters  of  $603.00  was 
paid  during  the  year  1952. 

Also,  the  amount  of  $1,741.44,  which  was  the  original 
appropriation  to  start  the  meters,  was  returned  to  the  Town 
Treasurer. 

The  balance  in  the  meter  fund  on 

12/31/52   $  3,049.12 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
I  feel  that  the  lighting  along  Main  Street  is  inadequate. 
PoKce  officers  on  traffic  duty  and  pedestrians  crossing  the 
streets  can  hardly  be  seen  by  motorists.  The  towns  of  Clinton, 
Fitchburg,  Harvard,  Lancaster,  Sterling,  and  Groton  have 
installed  the  new  mercury  vapor  lights  which  shine  downward, 
lighting  up  the  street  as  bright  as  day. 

I  feel  that  we  should  have  these  lights  along  our  main 
street  in  a  staggered  system.  If  not  along  the  whole  of  Main 
Street,  they  should  at  least  be  installed  at  the  very  dangerous 
intersection  of  Park  and  Main  Streets  where  four  pedestrians 
were  injured  this  past  year  after  dark.  I'he  cost  of  installation 
would  be  borne  by  the  light  company  and  all  wires  would  be 
underground.  To  relocate  present  lights  and  install  19  new 
mercury  vapor  lights  on  Main  Street  would  cost  the  town 
approximately  $1000  more  a  year  for  street  lighting. 

Once  more  I  recommend  a  street  light  opposite  the  entrance 
to  the  Post  Office.  This  is  a  very  dark  spot.  Another  dangerous 
spot  is  in  front  of  the  U.S.O.  This  is  especially  dangerous 
when  their  patrons  are  crossing  back  and  forth. 

An  off-street  parking  lot  is  badly  needed  and  I  feel  that 
it  would  increase  business  along  our  main  street  as  many  women 
drivers  do  not  have  the  confidence  to  back  into  our  meter  stalls. 
This  off-street  parking  lot  could  easily  be  put  in  back  of  the 
Town  Hall. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  personnel  of  the  First  District  Court 
of  Northern  Middlesex  County  and  the  personnel  of  all  other 
departments  who  have  assisted  me  in  the  performance  of  my 
duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ERNEST  L.  DOWNING 
Chief  of  Police 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


RECEIPTS 

DEPARTMENTAL 
Collector  of  Taxes 

1951— Taxes— Property— Excise. .  .  $  20,433 . 38 
1952  Taxes — Property — Excise — 
Poll   217,998.92 

$238,432.30 

Water  Department 
W^ter  Rates   $  32,767 . 98 

Sewer  Department 

Sewer  Rates  $11,529.16 

Front  footage  assessments   3,510 . 14 

$15,039.30 

School  Department 

Tuition — U.   S.    Government  a/c 

Fort  Devens  $54,518.63 

Tuition— Town  of  Shirley   7,752 . 00 

Tuition— Individuals   333 . 98 

Rent  and  refunds   80 . 50 

$62,685.11 

Lunch  Program   $  23,705 . 72 

Physical  Education    $  1, 122 . 26 

Police  Department 

Town  Hall  Rent   $       65 . 00 

Lockup  use  by  Towns   175.00 

Bicycle  registrations   29 . 00 

Phone  booth  commission   18 . 13 

$  287.13 

Parking  Meter  Fees   $  7,635.39 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures   $  158.75 

Town  Farm 

Sale  of  butter,  Hvestock   $  1,773 . 40 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Liquor  $  9,500.00 

Taxi— Used  Car— Victuallers   494 . 00 

Others  issued  by  Selectmen   229 . 00 

Issued  by  Board  of  Health  '       52 . 50 

Issued  by  Town  Clerk   795 . 40 

Issued  by  Fire  Department   136 . 25 

$  11,207.15 

North  Middlesex  District  Court  fines  $  1,370 . 60 
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Sale  of  Notes  and  Bonds 

Pleasant  Street  School  Renovation  $  28,800 . 00 
Outfall  Sewer  Act  of  1949   116,000.00 


$144,800.00 

Investment  Account 
Sale  of  U.  S.  Government  Treasury 

Bills   $100,000.00 

Second  Annual  Payment 

Hartnett  Tanning  Co.,  Bond   $  12,429 . 00 

Income  Tax  Withheld   $  26,686 . 58 

Retirement  Withheld   $  4,008.90 

COUNTY 

Chapter  90  Maintenance  1951-1952 .  .  S  4,456 . 25 

Dog  Tax  Refund   602.09 

Care  and  destroying  dogs   175 . 50 


$  5,233.84 

FEDERAL  GRANTS 

Old  Age  Assistance  $  25,378 . 13 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children   1,753 . 30 

Disability  Assistance   1,067 . 55 


$28,198.98 

STATE 

Old  Age  Assistance  $  27,979 . 52 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children   1,737 . 14 

Disability  Assistance   966 . 81 

Commissioner  of  Veterans'  Services .  .  2,608 . 55 
Chapter  90  Maintenance,  1951-1952.  4,456.25 

Income  Tax   25,618.95 

Corporation  Tax   13,553 . 53 

Meal  Tax....   2,860.53 

School  Superintendents   2,239 . 99 

Other  Departments   1,272 . 86 


$83,294.13 

REFUNDS 

0.  A.  A.— Cities  and  Towns  $  1,424 . 52 

0.  A.  A.— Individual   258 . 80 

Welfare— Cities  and  Towns   328 . 00 

Board  of  Health   162.00 

Physical  Education   150 . 00 

Water  Department   499 . 60 

Other  Departments   58.97 


$  2,881.89 

A.  D.  C.  Recovery                                        $  1,000.00 

0.  A.  A.  Lien  Recovery                                   $  706 . 80 

Hartwell  Trust  Fund                                      $  725 . 78 
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ALL  OTHER  SOURCES 

Tax  Title  Redemptions  $  790 . 19 

Land  to  Hartnett  Tanning  Co   100 . 00 

Premium  and  accrued  interest   411 . 19 

Departments   65 . 40 

$  1,366.78 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS.   $807,517.77 

EXPENDITURES 

General  Government  $  24,709 . 40 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property. .  .  .   46,425 . 27 
Health  and  Sanitation   (incl.  Outfall 

Sewer)   117,050.49 

Public  Welfare  and  Charities   85,568 . 99 

Schools  (incl.  Lunch  and  Athletics)   210,064.46 

Public  Works   95,588.36 

Street  Lighting   9,771.29 

Recreation.  .  .  .  ;   5,856.83 

Debt  and  Interest   41,707 . 00 

State  and  County  Taxes   14,642.80 

Refunds — Withholding      Tax — Retire- 
ment Fund   33,019.60 

Investment  (U.  S.  Treasury  Bills)   99,535.00 

Unclassified   448.49 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES   $784,887 . 98 

(For  details,  see  Selectmen's  Report) 

CASH  RECONCILIATION 

Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1952  $     483 . 63 

Bank— General  Fund   270,281.38 

Bank— Sewer  Fund   49,516 . 59 

Receipts  for  year  1952   807,517.77 

$1,127,799.37 

Cash  on  hand,  December  31,  1952  $  4,242.00 

Bank— General  Fund   284,363.50 

Bank— Sewer  Fund   54,805 . 89 

Payments  for  year  1952   784,387.98 


$1,127,799.37 


STATEMENT  OF  INDEBTEDNESS 

NOTES 

Additional  Wells  and  Equipment  due 
$6,000.00—1953/54;  $4,000.00—1955 .  $  16,000 . 00 
Water  Main  Extension  due  1953   1,000 . 00 
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Public  Works  Garage  due 

$2,000.00—1953/54   4,000 . 00 

Pleasant  Street  School  due 

$7,800.00-1953;  $7,000.00-1954/56.  28,800  .00 
BONDS 

Sewer  Construction 

$13,000.00  due  1953/57  $  65,000 . 00 

$12,000.00  due  1959/67   120,000.00 

$  5,000.00  due  1968/69   10,000 . 00 

Sewer  Outfall 

$24,000.00  due  1953/55  $72,000.00 

$23,000.00  due  1956/58   69,000.00 

$22,000.00  due  1959/61   66,000 . 00 

$11,000.00  due  1962   11,000 . 00 


$462,800.00 


WATER  DEPARTMENT  RESERVE  FUND 

Department  Salaries  and  Expenses  $20,003.74 

Water  Main  Extensions   8,890 . 97 

Notes  and  interest  paid   9,325 . 00 

$  38,219  71 

Balance,  January  1,  1952  $  1,615.39 

Receipts  for  year   32,767.98 

$34,383.37 

Deficit   $  3,836.34 


TRUST  FUNDS 

MAGGIE  FURY  WELFARE  FUND 

Balance,  January  1,  1952  $      84 . 33 

Interest   2.33 

$  86.66 

No  Withdrawals. 

Balance,  December  31,  1952   $      86 . 66 


JESSE  J.  ANGELL  FUND 

Balance,  January  1,  1952  $  1,091.11 

Interest   30.20 

$  1,121.31 

No  Withdrawals. 

Balance,  December  31,  1952                               $  1,121.31 
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THOMAS  H.  PAGE  FUND 

Interest  Account 

Balance,  January  1,  1952  $  1,462 . 55 

Interest   41 . 59 

Dividends.  .  .    391.25 


$  1,895.39 

No  Withdrawals. 

Balance,  December  31,  1952   $  1,895.39 

LESLIE  C.  WELLS, 
Treasurer. 


TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 


The  Collector  of  Taxes  herewith  submits  his  report  of 
collection  of  taxes  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1952. 

1951  PROPERTY  TAXES 


Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1951  $17,550.69 

Interest   438.64 


$17,989.33 


Collected  and  paid  Treasurer  $17,595.23 

Tax  Titles   115.56 

Abatements   278 . 54 


$17,989.33 


1951  EXCISE  TAXES 


Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1951  $  7,188 . 63 

Commitment  of  Jan.  16   1,084 . 90 

Commitment  of  Jan.  23   22 . 51 

Interest   3.00 

Refunds   102.30 


$  8,401.34 


Collected  and  paid  Treasurer  $  2,838 . 15 

Abatements   5,460.89 

Refunds   102.30 


$  8,401.34 
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1952  POLL  TAXES 

Commitments  $  2,318.00 

Interest   .41 


$  2,318.41 


Collected  and  paid  Treasurer  $  1,734 . 41 

Abated   584.00 


$  2,318.41 


1952  EXCISE  TAXES 

Commitments  $  41,663 . 48 

Interest     3 . 52 

Refunds   868.17 


$42,535.17 


Collected  and  paid  Treasurer  $29,688.85 

Abatements   8,565.14 

Refunds   868.17 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1952   3,413 . 01 


$42,535.17 


1952  PROPERTY  TAXES 

Commitments  $  209,757 . 38 

Interest     39 . 57 

Refunds   293.80 


$210,090.75 


Collected  and  paid  Treasurer  $  186,575 . 66 

Tax  Titles   74.58 

Abatements   3,269.09 

Refunds   293.80 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1952   19,877 . 62 


$210,090.75 


SEWER  ASSESSMENTS 
1951 

Outstanding  $  397.60 

Outstanding  Committed  Interest   132 . 97 
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Added  Interest   17.66 


$  548.23 


Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  $     548 . 23 


1952 

Commitments  $  3,228.71 

Committed  Interest   590 . 59 

Added  Interest   8.26 


$  3,827.56 


Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  $  2,961 . 91 

Outstanding   617 . 55 

Outstanding  Interest   166 . 85 

To  Apportioned  Accounts   81.25 


$  3,827.56 


THEODORE  W.  BARRY, 
Tax  Collector. 
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LIST  OF  JURORS 


PREPARED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  AYER 


NAME 

Harold  B.  Allen 
Herman  T.  Allen 
Raymond  T.  Angell 
Howard  M.  Beverly 
Enrico  Blasetti 
Alfred  V.  Boisseau 
Ruth  T.  Brown 
Frederick  W.  Burrill,  Jr. 
Theodore  G.  Carlson 
John  M.  Carrigan 
John  L.  Carroll 
Charles  F.  Carter 
Thomas  S.  Casey 
Clarence  M.  Chase 
Henry  J.  Clancy 
Peter  J.  Conway 
Eli  Cornellier 
Harry  E.  Erskine 
H.  Louis  Farmer 
John  Fitz  Gerald 
Frank  E.  Harlow 
Hoi  den  C.  Harlow 
Walter  C.  Harris 
John  V.  Henry 
William  F.  Horgan 
Juline  E.  Jenkins 
Abraham  Kozlov 
Ralph  B.  Livingston 
Frank  L.  Maxwell 
John  A.  McClellan 
Thomas  W.  McGovern 
John  D.  Molden 
James  A.  Morrison 
Evelyn  E.  Mullin 
Joseph  J.  Pillsbury 
Ralph  H.  Richardson 
Frank  Stanton 
Robert  J.  Stevenson 
Richard  E.  Sylvester 
Hugh  H.  Thompson 
Harry  L.  Waterman 
Leon  J.  Wheeler 


June  30,  1952 
RESIDENCE 

89  East  Main  Street 

Littleton  Road 
52  Park  Street 
12  High  Street 

26  Pearl  Street 

73  East  Main  Street 
34  East  Main  Street 

74  Pleasant  Street 
54  Pleasant  Street 

50  Cambridge  Street 

2  Pearl  Street 
12  Nashua  Street 

11  Elm  Street 

5  High  Street 

29  Washington  Street 

3  East  Main  Street 
54  Jackson  Street 

Groton-Harvard  Road 
24  East  Main  Street 
10  Pond  Street 

27  Grove  Street 
21  Coolidge  Road 

7  Church  Street 
Sandy  Pond  Road 

10  East  Street 

12  Lincoln  Street 

7  Williams  Street 

51  Washington  Street 
78  Washington  Street 
24  Cambridge  Street 

Wachusett  Avenue 

38  Central  Avenue 
Groton  School  Road 

74  East  Main  Street 

39  Pleasant  Street 

8  Washington  Street 
12  Pearl  Street 

11  Elm  Street 

6  Grove  Street 
8  Pearl  Street 

45  Fletcher  Street 
15  Lawton  Street 


OCCUPATION 

Inspector 

Bacteriologist 

Carpenter 

Retired 

Engineer 

Painter 

Housewife 

Trainman 

Carpenter 

Yardmaster 

Truck-driver 

Expressman 

Lineman 

Clerk 

Storekeeper 
Tannery  Worker 
Retired 
Engineer 
Funeral  Director 
Clerk 

R.  R.  Clerk 

Clerk 

Foreman 

PoultrjTnan 

Ice  Dealer 

Housewife 

Leather  Worker 

Clerk 

Retired 

Taxi-driver 

Clerk 

Carpenter 

Taxi-driver 

Housewife 

Proprietor 

Real  Estate 

Machinist 

Salesman 

Photographer 

Taxi-driver 

Garage  Owner 

Watchman 


We  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  list  of  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Ayer  in  our  opinion  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors,  prepared  by  us  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  June,  A.D.,  1952,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Chapter  234 
of  the  General  Laws  and  amendments  thereof. 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM, 
FRANK  C.  HARMON, 
GEORGE  V.  MOORE, 

Board  of  Selectmen  of  Ayer 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT 


Total  Appropriations   $  440,198.88 

State  Parks  Tax  $  738 . 74 

Underestimate  State  Parks  Tax ...  11 . 21 

State  Audit   1,325.21 

Sect.  27A  Chap.  Ill   2,583 . 05 

Contributory  Retirement  Assessment     2,515 . 17 

County  Tax   11,545.28 

Underestimate  County  Tax   399 . 50 

Tuberculosis  Hospital  Assessment. .  4,109 . 11 
Underestimate  Tuberculosis  Hospital 

Assessment   1,189.49 

Overlay   6,308.19 

$  30,724.95  30,724.95 

Gross  Amount  to  be  raised   $  470,923 . 83 

ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS 

Income  Tax  $  36,415.20 

Corporation  Tax   10,503.53 

Reimbursement  State  owned  land. .  182 . 71 

Old  Age  Tax  Meals   1,216 . 43 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise .  .  31,990 . 83 

Licenses   10,336.00 

Fines   1,082.00 

General  Government   2,214 . 77 

Charities   3,095.49 

Old  Age  Assistance   27,245 . 71 

Veterans'  Benefits   1,443 . 21 

Schools   64,976.69 

Public  Service  Enterprises   31,509 . 77 

Interest  on  Taxes   669 . 08 

Amounts   taken   from  Available 

Funds   36,171.83 

Total    Estimated    Receipts  and 

Available  Funds  $  259,053.25  $259,053.25 

Net  Amount  to  be  raised  by  Taxa- 
tion on  Polls  and  Property   $  211,870 . 58 

Tax  Rate  $45.20  per  Thousand. 

Total  Personal  Property  Tax  $  36,749 . 86 

Total  Real  Estate  Tax   172,826 . 72 

Poll  Tax   2,294.00 

Total  Tax  levied  on  Polls  and 

Property  $  211,870.58  $211,870.58 
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Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Property .  $      813,050 . 00 

Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate  $  3,823 . 600 . 00 


Total  Value  of  Assessed  Estate  $    4,636,650 . 00 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  Personal  Estate. ...  92 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  Real  Estate   881 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  Personal  and  Real 

Estate   53 

Total  number  of  persons  assessed   1026 

Number  of  poll  taxes  assessed   1147 

Number  of  horses  assessed   8 

Number  of  cattle  assessed   97 

Number  of  swine  assessed   15 

Number  of  sheep  assessed   100 

Number  of  fowl  assessed   6900 

Another   24 

Number  acres  of  land  assessed   4135 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  assessed   873 


During  the  year  2717  vehicles  were  assessed  an  Excise  Tax 
amounting  to  $46,572.70  and  having  value  of  $1,405,770.00. 

Board  of  Assessors 

CHARLES  A.  MULLIN 
FRANK  E.  HARLOW 
ALFRED  P.  RICHARDSON 


REPORT  OF  THE  MIDDLESEX  COUNTY 
EXTENSION  SERVICE 

IN  AYER 
1952 

The  Middlesex  County  Extension  Service  is  an  organiza- 
tion maintained  by  the  County  in  co-operation  with  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  and  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  to  serve  the  citizens  of  the  town  in  the  field  of 
agriculture  and  home  economics.  The  work  is  carried  on  under 
the  guidance  of  the  town  director,  who  is  assisted  by  the 
chairman  in  homemaking  and  boys'  and  girls'  4-H  Club  work. 

The  County  Office  makes  farm  and  home  visits  to  help 
when  requested,  and,  in  addition,  carries  on  organized  projects 
countrywide  under  the  guidance  of  farmers  and  homemakers' 
service  on  county  committees. 

Radio  service  is  maintained  weekly  on  WBZ,  monthly  on 
WHDH,  and  five  days  a  week  during  the  summer  on  WKOX. 
A  monthly  Bulletin  with  a  circulation  of  5,000  is  maintained, 
and  timely  notices  of  interest  to  dairymen,  fruit  growers. 
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market  gardeners,  poultrymen,  and  commercial  florists  are 
sent  to  anyone  as  requested. 

Some  of  the  special  activities  of  local  interest  follow. 
Dairymen  were  primarily  interested  in  co-operating  in  the 
New  England-wide  Green  Pastures  Program,  the  Dairy  Herd 
Improvement  Association,  Owner  Sampler  work,  and  Selective 
Breeding. 

The  Extension  Poultry  Program  in  1952  was  keyed  to  help 
poultrymen  and  turkey  growers  to  improve  the  efficiency  of 
their  operations,  maintain  flock  health,  and  take  better  ad- 
vantage of  their  marketing  opportunities.  Efforts  were  made 
to  provide  breeders  with  information  which  might  help  them 
to  hold  their  prominent  place  in  the  industry  and  routine 
service  was  provided  in  all  phases  of  poultry  and  turkey 
farming. 

A  spray  service  is  maintained  by  radio  to  all  fruit  growers 
as  well  as  market  gardeners.  Fruit  growers  also  follow  closely 
the  weekly  twilight  meetings  held  during  the  growing  season 
to  keep  abreast  of  production  and  marketing  problems.  There 
has  been  an  increased  demand  from  home  owners  for  informa- 
tion on  vegetables,  flower  gardens  and  lawns. 

In  the  fall  of  1952  George  Bixby  became  a  4-H  Club 
leader  for  a  group  of  young  people  interested  in  various  pro- 
jects. This  agricultural  club  now  has  a  membership  of  20  girls 
and  boys  enrolled  in  poultry,  rabbits,  sheep,  and  dairy  projects. 
George  Bixby  attended  a  Club  Leaders'  Conference  which  was 
held  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts,  Amherst. 

Good  citizenship  and  interest  in  conservation  are  also 
also  promoted  in  these  4-H  Club  activities.  Parents  and 
others  who  would  like  to  help  in  this  work  are  requested  to 
get  in  touch  with  Mr.  Bixby. 

GEORGE  LEE  BIXBY, 
Town  Director. 


NASHOBA  ASSOCIATED  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH 


January  6,  1953 

Board  of  Health 
Ayer 

Massachusetts 
Gentlemen: 

The  Nashoba  staff  closes  the  year  1952  with  a  feeling  of 
satisfaction  that  the  citizens  of  Ayer  have  showed  such  interest 
in  improving  their  own  preventive  health  services.  We  have 
taken  great  pleasure  in  working  with  you,  believing  as  we  do 
that  "Today's  Prevention  is  Tomorrow's  Gain". 
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It  costs  the  average  town  in  the  NASHOBA  ASSOCIA- 
TION approximately  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent  of  all 
town  expenditures  to  be  in  the  Association.  That  average 
town  has  a  population  of  approximately  2,200  and  spends  on 
all  town  expenditures  about  $355,000.  It  cost  your  town  in 
1952  with  its  population  of  4,705  exactly  $2,583.05  to  be  in 
Nashoba.  This  was  based  on  a  per  capita  of  $0,549. 

Because  NASHOBA  is  supported  partly  by  outside  funds, 
mostly  in  the  form  of  a  grant  from  the  State  Health  Depart- 
ment and,  because  this  outside  help  is  gradually  being  re- 
duced, it  has  been  necessary  to  gradually  increase  annually 
the  per  capita  cost  to  the  town.  THE  TOTAL  COST  OF  NA- 
SHOBA HOWEVER  REMAINS  ABOUT  THE  SAME. 
If  the  fourteen  constituent  towns  were  paying  all  of  this,  it 
would  cost  them  approximately  $1.12  per  capita. 

For  the  sum  of  $2,583.05  spent  by  your  town  in  1952,  your 
citizens  received  the  following  services  from  Nashoba  :- 
SANITATION  and  LABORATORY  SERVICES 

In  the  field  of  Sanitation  and  Laboratory  Services  the  work 


that  is  reported  below  was  accomplished  :- 

Milk  samples  collected  and  tested  from  dealers 

distributing  milk  in  your  town   438 

Visits  to  milk  plants  processing  milk  for  your 

town   52 

Visits  to  dairy  farms  producing  milk  for  your 

town   14 

Visits  to  eating  places  in  your  town   99 

Inspections  of  school  buildings   5 

Inspections  and  tests  of  private  water  supplies .  5 

Consultations  on  private  sewer  systems   12 

Investigations  of  nuisance  complaints   20 

Tests  made  of  bathing  beach  waters   12 

Visits  to  school  lunch  rooms   4 

Inspections  of  cabin  and  trailer  camps   10 

Inspections  of  child  day  care  centers   2 

Conferences  with  individual  Board  of  Health 

members   21 

Licenses  issued  for  your  town   47 

Tests  made  on  restaurant  dishes  for  cleanliness  118 


Several  health  promoting  projects  have  been  started  in 
Ayer  during  the  past  year  for  which  we  urge  the  active  co- 
operation of  all  citizens,  namely;  1.  the  fluoridation  of  the 
town  water  supply;  2.  expansion  of  the  municipal  sewer  to  all 
possible  sections  of  the  town;  3.  remodeling  the  Pleasant 
Street  School  and;  4.  better  supervision  of  the  town  dumping 
area. 

Starting  in  September,  the  Nashoba  laboratory  began  to 
offer  free  diagnostic  bacteriology  to  the  people  of  the  area. 


118 


That  is,  swabs  from  diseased  throats,  ears  and  eyes,  can  be 
examined  and  cultured  for  the  harmful  bacteria  which  may  be 
present.  This  information  is  then  passed  on  to  the  attending 
physician  in  order  to  assist  him  in  treating  the  patient. 

We  are  happy  to  note  that  the  people  of  Ayer  have  made 
use  of  this  service  nineteen  times.   We  hope  that  you  will  use 
it  more  frequently  in  the  coming  year. 
MEDICAL  SOCIAL  WORK 

Because  of  the  confidential  nature  of  social  work  practice, 
it  does  not  seem  wise  to  break  down  the  Medical  Social  Con- 
sultant's case  load  for  each  town. 

In  the  whole  Nashoba  area,  however,  121  social  problems 
were  brought  to  her  attention  during  1952  which  directly 
involved  333  people.  It  took  448  interviews,  letters,  or  con- 
tacts to  give  the  required  service  in  finding  a  solution  for  them. 
The  variety  of  the  problems  ranged  from  adoption  to  terminal 
care  for  chronic  illness,  and  from  delinquency  to  special  in- 
struction for  a  mentally  superior  child.  In  general,  her  services 
consisted  of  consultation  with  nurses,  doctors,  clergymen, 
welfare  agents,  teachers,  or  citizens  during  which  they  receive 
enough  specialized  help  so  that  a  plan  for  solving  the  prob- 
lem was  worked  out.  This  included  information  about  resources 
which,  because  of  distance  or  their  highly  specialized  nature, 
had  not  been  known  or  had  been  considered  unavailable.  It 
included  more  clearly  defining  the  problem  through  a  discussion 
of  it  so  that  the  plan  for  treatment  most  nearly  met  the  need. 
It  included  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  situation  had  to  be 
accepted  as  it  was  because  there  seemed  to  be  no  way  of 
changing  it. 

Some  of  the  problems  referred  by  the  nurses  were  accepted 
for  direct  services  by  the  Consultant  if  the  nursing  responsibiHty 
in  the  case  was  small  and  overweighted  by  the  social.  Implicit 
in  the  term  Consultant,  however,  lies  the  responsibility  to  give 
enough  understanding  of  social  problems  so  that  the  consultee 
is  assisted  to  do  his  own  job  more  effectively.  Consultation 
with  the  Nashoba  staff  particularly  therefore  was  directed  to 
meeting  the  client's  need  adequately  through  increasing 
the  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  staff  member. 

NURSING  SERVICE 

The  nursing  service  in  your  community  remains  of  high 
quahty.  Miss  EHzabeth  Eager  continued'  as  one  of  your  nurses 
until  the  middle  of  November  when  she  was  appointed  to 
succeed  Miss  Lucy  Gordon  White  as  Director  of  Nursing  at 
Nashoba.  Her  place  was  taken  by  Miss  Jean  Doyle,  of  Leomin- 
ster, a  well  prepared  public  health  nurse  with  a  varied  back- 
ground of  experience.    Mrs.  Cynthia  Simmons  gave  service 
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during  the  full  year  and  we  are  happy  to  say  she  is  continuing 
as  a  member  of  our  staff  in  1953.  Their  services  are  tabulated 
below  :- 

Home  Visits: 


To  sick  people   1135 

To  well  people  for  health  guidance   876 

To  people  with  specific  problems 

Acute  communicable  disease   113 

Tuberculosis   51 

Crippled  Children   46 

Miscellaneous  Services   218 

Clinics   27 

School : 

Nurse-pupil  conferences   696 

Nurse-Teacher  conferences.   715 


In  addition,  all  school  children  were  inspected  for  pedi- 
culosis at  intervals  when  such  a  procedure  seemed  indicated. 
Audiometer  testing  of  all  children  was  done  in  the  spring  and 
vision  testing  has  been  completed  in  some  of  the  schools  this 
fall.  The  usual  follow-up  visits  of  failures  are  being  made. 
A  modification  of  the  experimental  school  health  records 
mentioned  in  last  year's  report  is  being  used  throughout  the 
State  this  year. 

The  Ayer  Health  Committee  focussed  its  attention  this 
year  on  the  problem  of  defective  teeth  in  school  children.  At 
the  committee's  request,  Dr.  Cobb  arranged  for  a  survey 
of  teeth  of  all  school  children  in  Ayer.  The  nurses  made  visits 
to  the  families  of  elementary  and  junior  high  children  reported 
as  needing  dental  care.  A  high  proportion  had  begun  or  had 
appointments  for  treatment.  The  committee  is  now  concerned 
with  plans  for  keeping  the  remainder  obtain  one's  care. 

Three  graduate  nurse  students  from  Boston  University  and 
Simmons  College  participated  in  the  nursing  program  during 
this  year.  In  addition,  the  Ayer  nurses  have  taken  into  homes, 
school,  and  clinics,  visitors  including  doctors  from  the  United 
States  and  Ceylon  studying  at  Harvard  School  of  Public 
Health,  a  nurse  from  Thailand,  Health  Educators  from  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health,  and  other 
graduate  nurse  students. 

This  year,  the  nurses  have  rotated  week-end  and  holiday 
coverage  with  the  Berlin-Bolton  nurse  as  well  as  the  Shirley 
nurse.  Vacation  coverage  is  still  exchanged  between  Shirley  and 
Ayer  only. 
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PREVENTIVE  MEDICAL  SERVICES 


Communicable  diseases  were  moderately  prevalent  during 
the  year.  We  were  fortunate  that  there  was  no  serious  out- 
break of  Polio  or  other  dangerous  diseases,  although  a  few  cases 
of  the  former/did  occur.  Twenty-one  citizens  of  Ayer  took 
advantage  of  the  Tuberculosis  Consultation  Clinic  and  made 
twenty-four  visits.  This  service  which  is  given  in  cooperation 
with  the  Middlesex  County  Sanatorium  will  continue  as  usual 
every  other  month  during  1953. 

Immunization  against  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Small- 
pox, and  Diphtheria  is  offered  at  the  bi-monthly  Well  Child 
Conferences  in  the  Health  Center.  During  1952,  116  children 
made  218  visits  and  received  184  immunizations  at  21  Well 
Child  Conferences.  Thirty  children  were  referred  to  their 
family  physicians.  Resident  physicians  from  Children's 
Hospital  in  Boston  were  responsible  for  service  at  these  Well 
Child  Conferences. 

In  the  medical  field,  my  services  are  available  in  the 
investigation  of  communicable  diseases,  and  for  consultation  to 
the  hospital  and  practicing  physicians.  Citizen  knowledge  of 
what  Nashoba  offers  them  in  the  way  of  services  is  important. 
It  is  hoped  that  in  the  fields  of  sanitation,  public  health  nursing, 
social  work,  and  health  information  that  they  will  feel  free  at 
all  times  to  dial  561,  the  Nashoba  Health  Center,  and  ask  for  the 
service  or  information  they  desire. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KENNETH  I.  I.  MacLEOD,  M.D.,  M.P.H. 

Director. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FLUORIDATION  COMMITTEE 
TO  THE  VOTERS  OF  AYER 


The  Ayer  Citizens'  Fluoridation  Committee,  appointed  by 
action  of  the  1952  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  study  and  make 
recommendations  regarding  fluoridation  of  the  municipal 
water  supply,  submits,  after  months  of  study  and  deliberation, 
the  following  conclusions  for  consideration  by  Ayer  voters  at 
the  1953  Annual  Town  Meeting: 

(1)  The  interests  of  the  people  of  Ayer  would  best  be 
served  by  a  more  cautious  attitude  on  adding  artificial 
fluorides  to  the  water  supply,  and  that  until  we  have  a 
more  unanimous  opinion  as  to  its  benefits,  it  would 
be  much  better  to  await  the  decision  of  scientific 
research  to  which  there  could  be  more  agreement  on 
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the  part  of  health  authorities  before  fluoridation 
becomes  mandatory  in  the  community. 

The  picture  today  on  adding  fluorides  to  the  water 
is  not  clear. 

We  do  not  know  conclusively  yet  what  difference 
there  is  between  naturally  and  artificially  fluoridated 
waters. 

The  case  for  fluoridation  of  the  Ayer  water  supply  is 
supported  by  evidence  not  entirely  free  from  doubt. 

Not  enough  is  yet  known  of  the  effects  of  artificial 
fluorines  on  adults  to  make  positive  statements  con- 
cerning these  effects. 

The  final  report  of  a  special  House  Committee  on 
Chemicals  in  Food  (Delaney  Committee),  which 
held  extensive  hearings  in  Washington  in  1952  on  the 
pros  and  cons  of  fluoridation,  while  agreeing  there  was 
little  dispute  about  the  effectiveness  of  fluorides 
used  in  proper  quantities  by  children  under  nine 
years  of  age,  expressed  concern  about  possible  toxic 
effects  of  fluoridated  water,  particularly  on  adults  and 
the  chronically  ill,  and  warned:  "A  sufficient 
number  of  unanswered  questions  concerning  the  safety 
of  this  program  exists  as  to  warrant  a  conservative 
attitude." 

The  Ayer  Citizens'  Committee  concludes,  that  in  con- 
sideration of  so  controversial  a  program  as  fluoridation,  whose 
merits  are  still  being  debated  and  on  which  research  is  still 
underway,  the  people  of  Ayer  should  have  the  benefit  of  doubt. 
Therefore,  until  fluorides  are  definitely  proved  harmless  for  all 
human  beings,  we  do  not  recommend  its  adoption  at  this 
time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  E.  RHODES,  Chairman 
EDWIN  B.  COLTIN 
EDMUND  L.  HYDE 
RICHARD  C.  MAXANT 
JAMES  R.  PENDER 

January  15,  1953 


REPORT  OF  SHADE  TREE  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Ayer: 

This  committee,  appointed  at  the  last  annual  Town  Meet- 
ing, has  been  following  the  recommendations  of  the  Shade  Tree 
Committee  as  stated  in  the  annual  report  for  1951. 


(2) 
(3) 

(4) 
(5) 

(6) 
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An  important  part  of  this  program  was  a  strong  D.  D.  T. 
early  spring  spraying,  followed  in  July  by  a  D.  D.  T.  spraying 
of  a  lesser  strength.  These  sprayings  were  accomplished  and 
the  shade  tree  foliage  was  in  excellent  condition  during  the  entire 
season.  These  sprayings  included  not  only  the  public  shade 
trees  but  also  Ull  elms  on  private  land  that  were  reasonably 
accessible. 

The  committee  knows  of  no  Dutch  Elm  Disease  as  yet 
within  its  boundaries.  However,  four  infected  trees  were 
discovered  in  Fort  Devens  during  the  past  year. 

Early  in  the  summer  a  violent  windstorm  blew  down  and 
damaged  several  trees.  The  cost  of  work  on  these  trees  was 
paid  out  of  our  appropriation. 

The  fire  alarm  line  on  Central  Avenue  and  Sandy  Pond 
Road  to  Wright  Road  was  cleared.  A  small  amount  of  trim- 
ming was  done  on  Highland  Avenue  and  on  Taft  Street. 

Some  work  was  done  on  several  trees  surrounding  the 
Town  Hall  grounds.  Materials  were  purchased  and  are  now 
on  hand  to  properly  strengthen  the  important  elm  tree  on  the 
Main  Street  corner  of  the  Town  Hall  lawn. 

The  committee  beheved  that  the  tax-payers  would  be 
more  interested  in  the  larger  than  usual  annual  appropriation 
for  care  of  the  trees  if  accomplishments  were  noticeable  to  the 
average  voter.  With  this  thought  in  mind,  a  few  definite 
projects  were  contemplated.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  announce  a  current  project  to  the  citizens  through  the 
local  press  so  that  the  public  could  actually  observe  the  dif- 
ference and  the  progress. 

However,  as  the  Tree  Warden  had  full-time  employment 
elsewhere,  he  could  do  tree  work  only  on  evenings,  nights  and 
Saturdays.  The  one  "tree  climber"  he  employed  was  available 
only  on  the  same  schedule.  Therefore  it  developed  that, 
because  of  the  extensive  spraying  program  undertaken,  together 
with  this  man-power  shortage,  the  projects  we  had  hoped  to 
show  the  citizens  could  not  be  completed  while  the  foliage  was 
still  on  the  trees.  We  felt  that  so  few  could  notice  any  improve- 
ments accomplished  after  the  leaves  had  fallen  that  the  tax- 
payers would  be  better  satisfied  if  the  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion ($1,679.64)  was  returned  to  the  Town  Treasury. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM 
HOUGHTON  B.  PRIEST 
HENRY  L.  BROWN 
Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  PARK  COMMISSIONERS 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
SANDY  POND  RECREATION  PLAYGROUND 


We,  the  Park  Commissioners,  are  in  agreement  that  any 
work  done  by  them  shall  be  on  a  purely  voluntary  basis, 
making  possible  added  playground  facilities  available  to  the 
public. 

Last  year  Sandy  Pond,  we  feel,  was  a  complete  success. 
New  Projects  1953 : 

1.  Filling  of  swamp  area. 

2.  Adding  more  tables  and  fireplaces. 

3.  Installation  of  Public  Address  System. 
4  New  Lifelines  around  rafts. 

5.    Painting,  Building  and  Maintenance  Equipment. 

We  feel  at  this  time  that  our  biggest  problem  at  Sandy 
Pond  is  broken  bottles  and  glass  and  we  have  all  intentions 
of  putting  an  end  to  this  menace. 

At  this  time  we  would  like  to  thank  the  following  for  their 
cooperation  and  donations:  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Post 
No.  139,  Provost  Marshal  at  Fort  Devens,  Wescott  Winchester, 
Ayer  Grange  and  Ayer  Fire  Department  and  others  too 
numerous  to  mention. 


(TOWN  PARK) 

Much  work  has  been  done  at  the  Ayer  Town  Park  last 
year  and  the  Commissioners  feel  that  much  more  work  will 
have  to  be  done  on  the  two  fields  before  they  are  in  Al  con- 
dition. 

We  also  feel  that  so  few  are  now  enjoying  the  facilities 
available  that  in  the  near  future  steps  will  be  taken  to  make 
this  a  family  park  such  as  picnic  tables,  fireplaces,  skating  rink 
and  other  facilities  for  young  and  old.  We  also  feel  that,  as 
far  as  swimming  is  concerned,  it  is  at  present  out  of  the  question. 

We  wish  to  thank  at  this  time  the  Ayer  Public  Works 
Department,  the  Ayer  Fire  Department  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Cass  for  their  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PAUL  P.  DURETTE 
ALBERT  J.  PIRONE 
JOHN  CONWAY,  Clerk 
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REPORT  OF  AN  AUDIT 
of 

THE  ACCOUNTS  OF 
THE  TOWN  OF  AYER 

Fromlihe  period  from  November  13,  1949 
to  October  31,  1951 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Mr.  Joseph  M.  Markham,  Chairman 
Ayer,  Massachusetts 
Gentlemen : 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  town  of  Ayer  for  the  period  from  November 
13,  1949  to  October  31,  1951,  made  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  44,  General  Laws.  This  is  in  the  form  of 
a  report  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Herman  B.  Dine,  Assistant  Director 
of  Accounts. 

Very  truly  yours, 

FRANCIS  X.  LANG, 

Director  of  Accounts 

Mr.  Francis  X.  Lang 
Director  of  Accounts 

Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation 

State  House,  Boston 

Sir: 

In  accordance  with  yo\ir  instructions,  I  have  made  an  audit 
of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  town  of  Ayer  for  the  period 
from  November  13,  1949,  the  date  of  the  previous  examination, 
to  October  31,  1951,  and  report  thereon  as  follows: 

The  records  of  financial  transactions  of  the  several  depart- 
ments collecting  or  disbursing  money  for  the  town  or  commit- 
ting bills  for  collection  were  examined  and  checked. 

The  appropriations  voted  by  the  town  meetings  were  listed 
from  the  town  clerk's  records,  the  charges  against  the  ap- 
propriations were  checked,  general  ledger  accounts  were 
compiled,  and  a  balance  sheet,  showing  the  financial  condition 
of  the  town  on  October  31,  1951,  was  prepared  and  is  appended 
to  this  report. 

In  checking  the  paid  vouchers  and  payrolls  on  file,  it  was 
noted  that  in  several  instances  officials  of  the  town  were  paid 
their  salaries  shortly  after  the  town  meeting  for  the  year  in 
advance.  No  payment  should  be  made  for  salaries  or  com- 
pensation in  excess  of  the  amount  earned  to  the  date  of  payment. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer  were  examined  and 
checked.   The  recorded  receipts  were  analyzed  and  compared 
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with  the  departmental  records  of  payments  to  the  treasurer  and 
with  the  other  sources  from  which  money  was  paid  into  the 
treasury.  The  payments  were  checked  with  the  selectmen's 
orders,  the  cash  book  was  footed,  and  the  cash  balance  on 
October  31,  1951  was  proved  by  actual  count  of  the  cash  in  the 
office  and  by  reconcihation  of  the  bank  balances  with  state- 
ments furnished  by  the  banks  in  which  town  funds  are  de- 
posited. 

The  amounts  withheld  from  town  employees'  salaries  for 
federal  taxes  were  listed  and  verified  with  the  controlling 
account  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

The  payments  made  for  maturing  debt  and  interest  were 
compared  with  the  cancelled  securities  on  file  and  with  the 
amounts  falling  due. 

The  savings  bank  books  representing  the  investment  of  the 
several  trust  funds  in  the  custody  of  the  town  treasurer  and  of 
the  library  trustees  were  examined  and  listed,  the  income 
was  proved  and  the  transfers  to  the  town  were  verified. 

The  records  of  tax  titles  and  tax  possessions  held  by  the 
town  were  examined  and  checked.  The  amounts  transferred 
from  the  tax  levies  to  the  tax  title  account  were  verified,  the 
reported  redemptions  were  checked,  and  the  tax  titles  on  hand 
were  listed,  proved,  and  compared  with  the  records  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  tax  collector  were  examined 
and  checked.  The  taxes,  motor  vehicle  and  trailer  excise,  and 
special  assessments  outstanding  according  to  the  previous 
examination  and  all  subsequent  commitment  lists  were  analyzed 
and  reconciled  with  the  assessors'  warrants.  The  reported 
payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified,  the  recorded  abate- 
ments were  checked  with  the  assessors'  records,  the  transfers 
to  the  tax  title  account  were  proved,  and  the  outstanding 
accounts  were  listed  in  detail.  The  cash  balance  on  October  31, 
1951  was  proved  by  reconciliation  of  the  bank  balances  with 
statements  furnished  by  the  banks  of  deposit  and  by  verification 
of  the  cash  in  the  office. 

The  records  of  the  collector  of  water  and  sewer  charges 
were  checked.  The  charges  for  water  and  sewer  rates  were 
analyzed,  the  recorded  collections  were  compared  with  the 
payments  to  the  treasurer,  and  the  cash  balance  on  October  31, 
1951  was  verified  by  reconciliation  of  the  bank  balances  with 
statements  furnished  by  the  banks  of  deposit  and  by  actual 
count  of  the  cash  in  the  office.  The  abatements,  as  entered, 
were  compared  with  the  departmental  records  of  abatements 
granted,  and  the  outstanding  accounts  were  listed  in  detail. 
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Verification  of  the  outstanding  tax,  assessment,  water  and 
sewer  accounts  was  made  by  mailing  notices  to  a  number  of 
persons  whose  names  appeared  on  the  books  as  owing  money 
to  the  town,  and  from  the  repHes  received  thereto  it  appears 
that  the  outstanding  accounts,  as  hsted,  are  correct. 

The  available  records  of  receipts  of  the  selectmen,  the 
town  clerk,  and  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  as  well  as 
of  the  pohce,  fire,  health,  pubHc  welfare,  and  school  depart- 
ments, were  examined  and  checked,  the  payments  to  the 
treasurer  being  verified. 

It  is  recommended  that  all  departmental  cash  receipts  be 
paid  into  the  town  treasury  at  least  monthly. 

The  surety  bonds  on  file  for  the  town  officials  required 
by  law  to  furnish  them  were  examined  and  found  to  be  in 
proper  form. 

In  addition  to  the  departments  mentioned,  the  accounts  of 
all  other  departments  collecting  money  for  the  town  were 
examined  and  checked. 

The  savings  bank  books  and  securities  representing  the 
investments  of  the  trust  fund  in  the  custody  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Hartwell  Fund  were  examined  and  listed.  The  income 
and  disbursements  were  proved,  and  the  cash  balance  on 
October  31,  1951  was  verfied  by  reconciliation  of  the  bank 
balance  with  a  statement  furnished  by  the  bank  of  deposit. 

In  addition  to  the  balance  sheet,  there  are  appended  to 
this  report  tables  showing  reconciliations  of  the  town  treasurer's 
and  the  library  treasurer's  cash,  summaries  of  the  tax,  assess- 
ment, tax  title,  tax  possession,  departmental  and  water  ac- 
counts, as  well  as  tables  showing  the  condition  and  transactions 
of  the  trust  funds. 

For  the  cooperation  extended  by  the  various  town  officials 
during  the  progress  of  the  audit,  I  wish,  on  behalf  of  my 
assistants  and  for  myself,  to  express  appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERMAN  B.  DINE 

Assistant  Director  of  Accounts 

A  detailed  report  of  the  various  departments  is  on  file 
at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT 


31  December  1952 

Selectmen  of  Ayer 
1  Main  Street 
Ayer,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen, 

The  approximate  total  amount  of  money  for  spraying 
for  this  year  was  $2,000.00  —  $1,000.00  from  the  Moth  Sup- 
pression appropriation  and  $1,000.00  from  the  Tree  Committee 
appropriation.  This  is  the  most  money  that  has  been  spent 
on  spraying  since  1928-29-30-31— when  $1,345.00  was  spent 
each  year  and  labor  was  $0.50  an  hour  or  less  and  fewer  diseases 
were  threatening  our  trees. 

Considerable  time  was  lost  due  to  endless  breakdowns 
in  equipment.  I  should  make  a  number  of  repairs  which  are 
warranted  but  cannot  be  financed.  The  machine  is  old  in 
years  but  not  too  old  in  running  time;  it  does  travel  at  a  high 
speed  under  a  working  load  of  pressure  of  800  lbs.  to  the  sq.  in., 
also  it  is  a  fact  that  an  idle  machine  can  and  will  wear  and  dry 
out  standing  still  for  several  months.  The  machine  was  pur- 
chased in  1942  at  a  cost  of  $1,273.19.  I  do  not  recommend  we 
junk  this  but  I  do  recommend  we  buy  a  DDT  blower.  This 
can  be  used  more  economically  than  the  hydraulic  machine. 
This  would  also  decrease  the  wear  on  our  present  equipment 
and  would  make  our  spraying  more  effective.  It  would 
mean  fly  and  mosquito  control  could  be  handled  very  ef- 
ficiently in  dumps  and  playgrounds.  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
use  one  of  these  machines  in  town  this  year,  at  no  cost  for  DDT, 
machine,  truck,  or  labor  to  the  Town.  We  sprayed  Town  Park, 
Grove  Pond,  Tannery,  Bligh  St.,  Grove  St.,  Traffic  Circle, 
Pumping  Station,  Moore  Lumber  Co.  Yard,  Sculley  Rd.,  West 
Main  above  the  bridge  to  Shirley  and  Ayer  line,  etc.,  plus 
the  neglected  Town  Dump  for  flies.  This  doesn't  mean  we 
can  do  away  with  our  hydraulic  machine. 

I  have  said  we  would  have  DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE  unless 
we  could  afford  to  spend  some  money  on  our  elms.  I  was  told 
by  one  member  of  the  Advisory  Board  several  years  ago,  "When 
IT  gets  to  Littleton  then  I'll  worry."  I  told  him  frankly 
that,  "When  IT  gets  to  Littleton  you  won't  have  to  worry, 
we'll  have  IT."  I  was  a  little  mistaken;  we  have  IT,  Littleton 
hasn't  reported  IT  as  yet.  The  Advisory  Board  is  a  tough  job. 
If  we  were  not  thrown  down  by  them,  with  some  of  our  wild 
desires  for  funds  for  this  and  that,  your  taxes  and  mine  could 
not  be  paid. 
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Very  simply,  this  DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE  is  a  killer.  We 
can  only  hope  to  follow  the  simple  but  costly  recommendations 
of  the  Shade  Tree  Laboratories,  University  of  Massachusetts, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Malcolm  A.  McKenzie: 

1.  Sanitation — remove  all  recently  killed  or  dying  trees, 
and  BURN. 

2.  Spray  with  DDT  thoroughly  three  times  a  year. 

3.  Scout  for  other  affected  trees  and  send  SAMPLES 
to  Laboratory  for  Culture. 

This  represents  a  lot  of  dollars  and  cents. 

Tree  trimming  might  seem  to  be  a  luxury,  on  the  contrary 
it  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  preserve  the  elms. 

Proper  pruning  and  spraying  will  reduce  DUTCH  ELM 
DISEASED  TREES  and  reduce  the  number  of  costly  removals. 

Yours  truly, 

JAMES  S.  DRAPER 

Moth  Superintendent 


AUDITORS'  REPORT 


February  12,  1953. 

Town  of  Ayer, 
Ayer,  Mass. 

We  have  audited  the  books  of  the  various  Town  Officers 
as  listed  below  and  found  them  to  be  in  agreement  with  the 
Town  Treasurer  as  listed  in  their  respective  reports  :- 

Town  Infirmary. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

Police  Department. 

Town  Clerk. 

Tax  Collector. 

Water  Department. 

Sewer  Department. 

Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds. 

Town  Treasurer. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

GEORGE  A.  MORENCY, 
BANJAMIN  F.  TAFT, 
DAVID  A.  LYONS, 
Town  Auditors. 
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REPORT  OF  TREE  WARDEN 


Selectmen  of  Ayer  31  December  1952 

Ayer,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen, 

"CHESTNUT  BLIGHT." 

"DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE  is  a  killer,  there  is  NO  CURE." 

"PHLOEM  NECROSIS  makes  DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE 
look  like  a  PIKER." 

"OAK  WILT  DISEASE  discovered." 

The  CHESTNUT  TREE  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  some  of. 
you  can  well  remember  them,  I  only  faintly. 

DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE  you  can  see  that  we  have  IT. 

PHLOEM  NECROSIS  we  haven't  many  as  yet,  attacks 
Elms. 

OAK  WILT  DISEASE  not  yet,  "all  native  species  of 
OAKS  are  beHeved  to  be  susceptible  to  the  DISEASE."  The 
US  DA  conducted  an  aerial  survey  of  Massachusetts.  No 
known  cases  as  yet. 

I  am  not  an  alarmist,  I  have  seen  wholesale  removals 
of  DISEASED  TREES.  There  is  only  one  way  to  care  for  an 
epidemic,  get  at  the  source,  SANITATION.  Healthy  trees  are 
less  susceptible,  in  most  cases,  to  disease.  Common  sense? 
A  tree  in  normal  condition  is  an  asset^  needs  practically  no 
care.  (No  Tax  Money).  Only  when  storms,  insects  or  man 
injures  a  tree  that  it  needs  care.  ( Small  Amount  of  Tax  Money) . 
A  NEGLECTED  TREE  means  a  disease  breeder,  a  definite 
detriment,  a  costly  removal,  an  ugly  spectacle  and  a  definite 
loss  to  the  community  plus  the  EXPOSING  of  more  trees, 
plus,  last  but  not  least,  the  terrific  cost  of  removals  MULTI- 
PLIED many  times.  MORE  TAX  MONEY  MULTIPLIED 
many  times.   That's  just  common  sense. 

There  is  only  one  common  sense  plan  to  follow  and  I 
have  proposed  it  before.  Take  one  street  as  East  Main  Street, 
and  concentrate  the  most  of  your  funds  on  that  one  street. 
Do  only  dangerous  removals  and  emergency  work  elsewhere. 
Such  as  a  case  I  had  this  year,  St.  Mary's  School  bus  couldn't 
get  to  Pearl  Street  from  Pleasant  over  Taft  St.,  the  new  bus 
was  too  tall.  I  considered  that  a  definite  EMERGENCY. 
Agreement  was  made  to  do  the  job  right,  permanently.  All 
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permissions  from  owners  interested  were  obtained  and  project 
started.  I  was  not  allowed  to  finish,  I  had  no  other  funds 
that  could  be  used  so  I  felt  that  I  was  more  than  justified 
in  stopping  all  work.  St.  Mary's  School  bus  can  get  through  in 
snake  fashion,'  providing  no  one  parks  on  the  wrong  side 
of  Taft  Street. 

A  common  sense  Tree  Planting  Program  should  be  carried 
out.  A  small  tree  set  back  from  the  sidewalk  (with  the  owner's 
permission)  will  in  ten  years  amount  to  something.  Once 
this  tree  is  established  the  m^aintenance  cost  is  negligible. 


I  recommend  trimming  East  Main  Street  $  700.00 

Tree  removals   600 . 00 

Tree  planting   300.00 

Brush  cutting  and  Fire  Alarm  clearance. 
Brush  cutting  Gro ton-Harvard  Road. 
Brush  cutting  Gro  ton-Shirley  Road. 

Brush  cutting  Wright  Road  $     400 . 00 


Total  $  2,000.00 


Yours  truly, 

JAMES  S.  DRAPER 
Tree  Warden. 


REPORT  OF 
COMMISSIONERS  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 


JESSE  J.  ANGELL  FUND 

For  aiding  the  deserving  poor  residing  outside  the  Town 
Farm  and  not  receiving  full  support  from  the  town. 

Account  No.  18423,  North  Middlesex  Savings  Bank 


Balance,  January  1,  1952  ■.  $  1,091 . 11 

Interest  to  January  1,  1953   30 . 20 

$  1,121.31 

No  expenditures  in  1952 

Balance,  January  1,  1953  $  1,121.31 
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THOMAS  H.  PAGE  FUND 

For  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  common  schools. 

The  corpus  of  this  trust,  $15,000.00,  is  on  deposit  in  the 

same  fifteen  Massachusetts  savings  banks  as  were  hsted  on 
Page  134  of  the  Town  Report  for  the  year  1946.  The  Com- 
missioners did  not  expend  any  interest  in  1952  but  they  have 
voted  to  expend  about  $600.00  for  the  purchase  and  installation 
at  the  Pleasant  Street  School  of  a  master  clock,  a  program  clock 
and  a  system  of  bells  for  each  room  and  outside  the  building,  to 
be  rung  automatically  from  the  program  clock. 

Interest  Account,  North  Middlesex  Savings  Bank 

Balance,  January  1,  1952  $  1,462 . 55 

Interest  to  January  1,  1953   432 . 84 

$  1,895.39 

No  expenditm'es  in  1952 

Balance,  January  1,  1953  $  1,895 . 39 


Respectfifully  submitted, 

KENDALL  V.  PIERCE 
RALPH  H.  RICHARDSON 
FRANK  C.  HARMON 

Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


March  2,  1953 


WARRANT 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Middlesex,  ss. 

To  Any  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Ayer,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Ayer  qualified  to  vote  in  town  elections  and  affairs 
to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Ayer  on  Monday,  the  second 
day  of  March,  A.D.,  1.953,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  then 
and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles : 

Article  1.  To  vote  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  officers* 
Moderator,  Town  Clerk,  one  Selectman  for  three  years,  one 
member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  three  years,  one 
member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  three  years,  one 
Assessor  for  three  years.  Treasurer,  Tax  Collector,  four  Con- 
stables, one  Auditor  for  three  years.  Tree  Warden,  one  Park 
Commissioner  for  three  years,  c^ne  member  of  the  School 
Committee  for  three  years,  one  Trustee  of  the  Ayer  Library 
for  three  years,  one  Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  for  three 
years,  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three  years. 

The  polls  will  be  opened  at  8:05  a.m.  and  will  be  closed 
at  7  p.m. 

All  business  except  the  election  of  officers  and  the  de- 
termination of  such  matters  as  by  law  or  vote  of  the  town  are 
required  to  be  elected  or  determined  by  official  ballot  shall  be 
adjourned  until  seven  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  second 
Monday  of  March. 

Article  2.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  the  severa 
town  officers  and  committees  that  may  be  ready  to  report  and 
take  any  action  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to 
borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  revenue  of 
the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1953,  and  to  issue  a 
note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew 
any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one 
year  in  accordance  with  Section  17,  Chapter  44  of  the  Revised 
Laws. 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  fix  the  salary 
and  compensation  of  all  elective  officers  of  the  Town  as  pro- 
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vided  by  Section  108  of  Chapter  41,  General  Laws,  as  amended 
and  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor. 

Article  5.  To  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  (1) 
Welfare  (Outdoor  Relief);  (2)  Welfare  (Indoor  ReHef);  (3) 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children;  (4)  Old  Age  Assistance;  (5) 
Disability  Assistance;  (6)  Town  Administration;  (7)  Band 
Concerts;  (8)  Board  of  Assessors;  (9)  Board  of  Health;  (10) 
Board  of  Selectmen;  (11)  Community  Memorial  Hospital; 
(12)  Department  of  PubHc  Works;  a.  Administration;  b. 
General;  c.  Chapter  90  Construction;  d.  Chapter  90  Mainte- 
nance; e.  Highway  Division;  f.  Public  Dump;  g.  Road  Ma- 
chinery; h.  Sewer  Division;  i.  Sidewalks;  j.  Snow  Removal;  k. 
Street  Signs;  1.  Water  Division;  (13)  Fire  Department;  (14) 
Forest  Warden;  (15)  Insurance;  (16)  Interest;  (17)  Joseph  M. 
Connors  Post  #139  American  Legion;  (18)  Library;  (19) 
Memorial  Day;  (20)  Miscellaneous;  (21)  Moderator;  (22) 
Moth  Suppression;  (23)  Notes  and  Bonds;  (24)  Parking 
Meters;  (25)  Pohce  Department;  (26)  Premium  on  Bonds; 
(27)  Recreation  playground;  (28)  Registrars  of  Voters;  (29) 
Schools;  (30)  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures;  (31)  Soldiers' 
Graves;  (32)  Street  Lighting;  (33)  Tax  Collector;  (34)  Town 
Clerk;  (35)  Town  Parks;  (36)  Treasurer;  (37)  Tree  Warden; 
(38)  Veterans'  Benefits;  (39)  Vocational  Training  and  all  other 
necessary  Town  charges  and  incidental  expenses  for  the  ensuing 
year  or  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  to  implement  the  Town  Treasurer  who,  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  50  of  Chapter  60  of  the  General  Laws, 
shall  institute  proceedings  for  foreclosure  of  tax  titles  as  soon 
as  such  proceedings  are  authorized  by  Sections  62  and  65  of 
Chapter  60,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Assessors,  with  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  Corpora- 
tions and  Taxation,  to  use  unappropriated  funds  in  the  treasury 
for  the  reduction  of  taxes  during  the  current  year,  take  any 
action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $3,227.10  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Middle- 
sex County  Retirement  System  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
vision of  the  General  Laws,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in 
relation  thereto. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  care  of  patients  at  the  Middlesex 
County  Sanatorium,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation 
thereto. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $4,800.00  to  be  used  under  the  direction  of  the  Fire 
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Engineers  to  construct  a  new  roof  and  room  over  the  truck  room 
of  the  Central  Fire  Station,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in 
relation  thereto. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  complete  the  repairs  and  renovations  and 
to  further  equip  the  Pleasant  Street  School,  take  any  action 
thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  receive  report  of  Special  Sewer  Com- 
mittee established  at  a  special  Town  Meeting  on  July  11,  1952, 
take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  construction  of  a  system 
of  extensions  to  its  present  sewerage  system  and  determine  how 
the  money  shall  be  raised,  by  borrowing,  transfer  from  available 
funds,  or  otherwise;  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  additional  sum  of  ($5,000.)  five  thousand  dollars  to  com- 
plete the  new  gravel  packed  well  and  pumping  station  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  ($625)  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  as  the 
Town's  share  of  the  new  retaining  wall  on  Groton  Street,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works  to  sell  the  "old  tractor'',  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  voters  of  Ayer  will  set  up  an 
Industrial  Commission  to  see  if  it  is  possible  to  induce  new 
industries  to  locate  in  the  town,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in 
relation  thereto. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  increase  the 
number  of  members  of  the  School  Committee  from  three  to  five 
or  more  persons  to  become  effective  as  of  the  annual  town 
meeting  for  the  year  1954,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in 
relation  thereto. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $50.00  for  the  Tax  Collector  for  tax  taking,  take 
any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Town 
Clerk  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  Street  List  that  same  may  be 
offered  for  sale  to  interested  parties  at  a  price  of  $2.00  each, 
such  money  to  be  returned  to  the  Treasurer. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  and  adopt  the 
following  as  and  for  a  By-Law  of  the  Town  of  Ayer;  "Whenever 
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a  dog  owned  or  kept  in  the  Town  of  Ayer  shall  not  be  licensed 
and  the  fee  paid  to  the  Town  by  June  30th  in  the  amount  set  by 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  as  an  annual 
fee,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  shall  be  added  to  the  amount  required 
by  law  to  be  so  paid  and  this  additional  dollar  turned  over  to  the 
dog  officer."  (This  article  to  be  designated  as  Section  3  of 
Article  3  of  the  By-Laws). 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  and  allow 
that  part  of  Norwood  Avenue  as  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen  and 
reported  to  the  Town  at  said  meeting,  or  take  any  action 
thereon. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  Police  Radio,  take  any  action  thereon 
or  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  a  New  Cruiser  and  Equipment  for  the 
Police  Department,  take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation 
thereto. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $50.00  for  the  Town  Clerk  for  the  Binding  of  Rec- 
ords, take  any  action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  26.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $2,500.00  for  Town  Hall  Repairs,  take  any  action 
thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $300.00  for  Town  Infirmary  Repairs,  take  any 
action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $100.00  for  unpaid  bills  of  the  Town  Clerk,  take  any 
action  thereon  or  in  relation  thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  in  three  or  more  public  places  in  said 
Ayer,  one  of  which  shall  be  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  date  appointed  for  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  before  the  date  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  17th  day  of  February,  A.D., 
1953. 

JOSEPH  M.  MARKHAM 
FRANK  C.  HARMON 
GEORGE  V.  MOORE 

Board  of  Selectmen  of  Ayer. 
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REPORT  OF  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1952 


In  our  study  of  the  1953  budget  and  review  of  municipal 
costs,  we  are  concerned  with  the  continual  rising  cost  of  the 
various  town  departments. 

Although  some  operations  have  increased  due  to  factors 
beyond  control,  the  Advisory  Board  believes  that  some  de- 
partments can  be  operated  efficiently  at  less  cost  to  the  tax- 
payers. Department  heads  should  search  for  economies, 
and  we  must  continue  careful  budgeting  to  carry  out  long 
range  planning  for  our  schools,  public  works,  fire  and  police 
protection,  recreation,  welfare  and  general  government. 

The  Advisory  Board  wishes  to  thank  the  Board  of  Select- 
men, department  heads,  and  committees  for  their  cooperation. 

EDWIN  B.  COLTIN,  Chairman 
WILLIAM  A.  BOWLER,  Secretary 
JOHN  L.  BEAN 
HOWARD  M.  BEVERLY 
ARNOLD  W.  SHATTUCK 
Advisory  Board. 


TOWN  OF  AYER— BUDGET  FOR  1953 
SUMMARY 


1952 

195S 

Appro- 

priation 

Budget 

General  Government  

$  65,331 

$  85,167 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property .  .  . 

57,131 

68,140 

Public  Works  Department  

57,684 

71,560 

Schools — Education  

158,525 

170,918 

Welfare  Division  

56,352 

55,452 

Health  and  Sanitation  

7,083 

8,023 

Unclassified  

11,350 

12,750 

.  $413,456 

$472,010 

General  Government 

Moderator  

$  50 

$  50 

Selectmen: 

Salaries  

1,035 

1,035 

Expenses  

1,997 

2,073 
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1952  195S 
Appro- 
priation Budget 


Treasurer: 

Salary   1,500  1,500 

Expenses   376  436 

Debt  Service: 

Notes  and  Bonds   36,000  53,800 

Interest   6,000  7,500 

Collector  of  Taxes: 

Salary   1,650  1,650 

Expenses   1,547  1,697 

Tax  Taking    50 

Town  Clerk: 

Salary   315  315 

Expenses   2,108  2,308 

Binding  of  Records   50  50 

Assessors: 

Salaries   1,500  1,500 

Expenses   400  500 

Registrars  of  Voters: 

Salaries   450  450 

Expenses   505  505 

Miscellaneous  Fund   7,600  7,500 

Insurance  en  Town  Properties   1,900  1,900 

Premium  on  Bonds   348  348 


$  65,331  $85,167 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

Police  Department                              $  18,085  $  20,666 

Meter  Maintenance   5,000  5,700 

Police  Radio   1,388  1,413 

Police  Cruiser  (new-trade  in)   350  400 

Fire  Department   13,358  16,511 

Forest  Warden   500  500 

Tree  Warden   100  100 

Shade  Tree  Committee   3,900  2,500 

Insect  Pest  Control  (Moth  Suppression)  1,000  1,000 

Street  Lighting   9,600  9,900 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures   300  300 

Recreation  Playground   1,300  1,500 

Town  Park— Maintenance   2,250  2,850 

Central  Fire  Station — Improvements. .  .   4,800 

Repairs  (Pleasant  St.  School)      


$  57,131  $  68,140 

Public  Works  Department 

Administration  $  6,284  $  5,875 

General   29,000 

Water  Division   17,000  10,400 
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1952  1953 
Appro- 
priation Budget 

Highway  Division                                     17,000  2,500 

Sewer  Division .  ,  .                                      5,300  4,160 

Snow  Removal                                           5,500  4,800 

Sidewalks                                                1,500  2,000 

Road  Machinery  Account                            2,600  2,000 

Street  Signs                                                500  200 

Chapter  90— Construction     3,000 

Chapter  90— Maintenance                           2,000  1,000 

Dump     1,000 

New  Well  Construction     5,000 

Retaining  Wall  (Groton  St.)     625 


$  57,684  $71,560 

Schools — Education 

Education: 

Administration  and  Teachers   $119,875  $126,931 

Operating  Expenses   37,650  41,387 

Vocational  Training   1,000  2,600 


$  158,525  $170,918 

Welfare  Division 

Administration  $  900  $  1,000 

Old  Age  Assistance   40,000  40,000 

Disability  Assistance   5,000  4,000 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children   4,000  4,000 

Welfare  (O.R.)   2,000  2,000 

Welfare  (I.R.)   4,452  4,452 


$  56,352  $  55,452 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Board  of  Health  $  4,000  $4,340 

Nashoba  Associated  Boards  of  Health .  .  2,583  2,583 

Community  Memorial  Hospital   500  500 

Care  of  Patients  (Middlesex  T.B.)   -0-  600 


$  7,083  $  8,023 

Unclassified 

Veterans' Benefits  $  5,000  $  5,000 

American  Legion   300  300 

Soldiers' Graves   250  250 

Town  Hall  Repairs   1,000  2,500 

Town  Infirmary  Repairs   500  300 

Tax  Title  Foreclosures    100 

Library   3,200  3,200 

Band  Concerts   800  800 

Memorial  Day   300  300 


$      11,350  $12,750 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 


TABLE  OF  ORGANIZATION 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 

Paul  F.  Gardner,  Chairman 
William  J.  N.  Cornellier 
Homer  G.  Davenport 


Superintendent  of  Public  Works 

Leslie  M.  Willard 


REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONERS 
OF 

PUBLIC  WORKS 


The  Public  Works  Department  has  had  one  of  the  busiest 
years  in  the  history'-  of  town  and  accomphshed  much  to  improve 
the  water  supply,  sewerage  disposal,  and  highway  maintenance. 
The  Commissioners  have  had  regular  monthly  meetings,  many 
special  meetings  for  receiving  bids  and  awarding  contracts. 
They  have  met  with  the  Special  Sewer  Committee,  Board  of 
Health,  County  Commissioners,  and  for  the  Tannery  Agree- 
ments. 

The  WATER  DIVISION  made  three  water  main  exten- 
sions on  School  Street,  Wright  Road,  and  Snake  Hill  Road. 
They  made  a  total  of  sixty-six  house  connections,  more  than 
ever  before,  in  any  one  year.  210  million  gallons  of  water  was 
pumped  from  our  gravelled  packed  well.  A  new  gravelled 
packed  well  was  constructed  with  a  capacity  of  750  gallons 
per  minute  of  excellent  water. 
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The  SEWER  DIVISION  made  eleven  connections  to  the 
sewer  and  pumped  and  treated  over  106  million  gallons  of 
sewerage  at  the  disposal  plant.  Due  to  the  need  of  having 
better  power  supply,  the  wiring  at  the  disposal  plant  was  changed 
to  550  volt  circuit  from  a  220  volt  which  required  the  re- winding 
of  all  motors  and  a  complete  change  in  automatic  controls. 
The  new  pump  voted  by  the  Town  was  purchased  and  installed. 

The  HIGHWAY  DIVISION  resurfaced  five  miles  of 
town  highways,  repaired  one  mile  of  highway  fence,  built  new 
sidewalks,  removed  the  snow  from  twenty  storms,  and  main- 
tained the  highways,  dump,  and  sidewalks. 

The  equipment  of  the  Department,  due  to  the  voters' 
assistance,  is  in  excellent  condition  to  carry  out  the  continued 
program  of  service.  The  need  of  a  mechanic,  within  the  de- 
partment, to  maintain  and  service  the  equipment,  is  a  necessity 
that  must  be  met  in  1953. 

The  construction  of  the  addition  to  the  Disposal  Plant 
to  treat  the  Tannery  waste  was  delayed  in  1952  because  of  the 
need  of  additional  funds  but  should  be  completed  for  operation 
about  May  1953. 

The  operation  of  the  new  well  and  pump  has  been  delayed 
for  lack  of  funds.  The  testing  for  a  location  of  the  well  and 
the  increased  cost  of  construction  make  it  necessary  for  the 
town  to  vote  an  additional  $5,000.00  to  complete  this  project. 

At  this  time  we  wish  to  express  our  sincere  appreciation 
to  the  Town  Officials,  the  citizens,  other  Departments  and  out- 
side cooperation  for  providing  us  with  the  support  needed 
to  accomplish  our  objectives. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PAUL  F.  GARDNER,  Chairman 
W.  J.  N.  CORNELLIER 
HOMER  G.  DAVENPORT 

Commissioners  of  Public  Works 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
PUBLIC  WORKS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Specifications  for  purchase  of  New  Truck,  Front  End 
Loader,  Box  spreader,  and  Truck  Body  Spreader. 

Plans  and  Specifications  for  construction  of  Gravel  Packed 
Well  and  Well  House. 
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Special  Sewer  Committee  Report — Agreement  with  Hart- 
nett  Tanning. 

Regulations  for  Town  Dump — Plans  of  Water  Extensions. 
Inspection  of  Construction — Surveys  for  New  Work. 

Meetings  and  Conferences 

Public  Works  Commissioners  (Monthly) — Special  Sewer 
Committee. 

Board  of  Health — Worcester  County  Electric  Company. 

Haley  and  Ward,  Consulting  Enginerrs — County  Com- 
missioners. 

State  Public  Health — State  Public  Works — State  Division 
of  Accounts. 

Purchasing  supplies — Supervising  Personnel — Keeping 
Budget  Accounts. 


HIGHWAY  DIVISION 

MAINTENANCE 
Clean  all  Catch  Basins  (Twice) — Cleaned  Town  Dump 
(Weekly). 

Cleaned  and  patched  Highways — Removed  Snow  (20 
Storms — 58  inches). 

Maintenance  of  Snow  fence,  Highway  signs.  Highway 
equipment  and  Yard. 

CONSTRUCTION 
Surfaced  15000  feet  of  Highways— Built  1000  feet  of  New 
Sidewalks. 

Repaired  500  feet  of  Sidewalks — Built  three  new  Catch 
Basins. 

Gravelled  5000  feet  of  roads — Built  three  new  Culverts — 
Repaired  five  Retaining  walls. 

SEWER  DIVISION 

Purchased  and  installed  New  Pump — Cleaned  tanks  and 
filter  beds. 

Painted  Pump  House  and  Equipment — Repaired  two 
burned-out  motors. 

Changed  Electric  power  from  220  volts  to  550  volts. 

Made  thirteen  (13)  Sewer  Connections — Pumped  106 
gallons  of  sewerage. 
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WATER  DIVISION 

Laid  1510  feet  of  New  Water  Mains— Made  31  new 
House  connections. 

Renewed  35  House  connections — Set  88  New  Meters — 
Repaired  15  meters. 

Installed  3  New  Hydrants — Repaired  2  Hydrants — Painted 
all  Hydrants. 

Painted  Pump  House  fence — Flushed  all  Hydrants  (Twice) 
Repaired  motor  and  installed  it  at  Pumping  Station. 

CONSTRUCTION 
New  Gravel  Packed  Well — New  Well  Pump  House. 
Water  Pumped  1952—210  Million  gallons. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

(1)  Construction  of  Old  Groton  Road  under  Chapter  90 
funds. 

(2)  Progressive  plan  of  street  surfacing. 

(3)  Future  plans  to  be  made  to  construct  a  sixteen  inch 
Water  Main  from  the  Wells  to  the  Standpipes. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  for  their  continued  support  in  carrying  out  the 
year's  work  and  to  the  men  of  the  Department,  I  want  them  to 
know  that  their  effort  has  been  greatly  appreciated.  Also,  I 
appreciate  the  assistance  so  gladly  rendered  by  the  Town 
Officials  and  Citizens. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LESLIE  M.  WILLARD,  Superintendent 
Department  of  Public  Works 


WATER  REGISTRAR'S  REPORT 

May  1950  Commitment 


Outstanding  January  1,  1952 .  .  . 
Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer 
Abated  


$  93.48 
$  132.69 


226.17 


$ 


226.17 


November  1950  Commitment 


Outstanding  January  1,  1952  $  \ 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  $     261 . 63 

Abated   63.41 


325.04 


325.04 
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May  1951  Commitment 

Outstanding  January  1,  1952   $     977 . 45 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  $  704.21 

Abated  51  61 

Outstanding  December  31,  1952 221 !  63 

$  977.45 

November  1951  Commitment 

Outstanding  January  1,  1952   $  1,524 . 92 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  $  1,238.23 

Abated   28.80 

Outstanding  December  31,  1952   257 . 89 

$  1,524.92 

1952  Miscellaneous 

Sidewalks   $  360.00 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  $     307 . 50 

Outstanding  December  31,  1952   52 . 50 

$  360.00 

May  1952  Commitment 
Tannery  and  Devencrest  (Entire  year) .  $  9,934 . 92 

Miscellaneous   3,337.42 

Rates   10,352.77 

$23,625.11 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer: 

Tannery  and  Devencrest  $  9,934 . 92 

Miscellaneous   2,739 . 27 

Rates   8,682.22 

Discount   848.56 

Outstanding  December  31,  1952   1,420 . 14 

$23,625.11 

November  1952 

Commitment   $  11,614 . 42 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  $  8,806 . 52 

Discount   924.23 

Outstanding  December  31,  1952   1,883 . 67 

$11,614.42 


WATER  DEPARTMENT 

Refund   $  4.00 

Appropriation   20,000 . 00 

Total   $20,004.00 

EXPENDITURES 

Payroll  $  6,291.01 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co   59 . 41 
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AyerlceCo   65.75 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co   4,569 . 35 

Withholding  Tax   416 . 90 

Retirement  Fund   261 . 24 

John  A.  McDonald  Co   411 . 98 

H.  R.  Prescott  &  Sons   1,602 . 32 

E.  0.  Proctor  Co   54.17 

J.  C.  Walsh,  et.  al   12.96 

Reed's  Express   1 . 30 

Holmes  Trans.  Service   14 . 42 

George  Langlois   20 . 57 

Frank  S.  Bennett  Agency   160 . 60 

W.  A.  Case  &  Son  Mfg.  Co   42 . 76 

Hersey  Mfg.  Co   735.48 

Eddy  Valve  Co   292.20 

Union  Cash  Market   1 . 59 

P.  K.  Lindsay  Co   193.45 

Philip  A.  Rand  Co   33.84 

Fitchburg  Office  Supply  Co   7 . 14 

G.  V.  Moore  Co   50.92 

Tolles-Moore  Co   11.57 

Harry  Graves   40 . 32 

Ludlow  Valve  Mfg.  Co   151 . 70 

Tolman  Mfg.  Co   17.25 

Barnes  Tool  Co   19.60 

Eutectic  Welding  Alloys  Corp   23 . 22 

James  R.  Pender,  P.M   36 . 54 

Weston  Emergency  Light  Co   22 . 00 

N.  E.  Meter  Repair  Co   5 . 22 

H.  Schwartz  &  Sons   1 . 00 

Builders  Providence   33 . 40 

Tolles  &  Moore   2.50 

W.  S.  Skinner   19.95 

Fitchburg  Surgical  Supply   7 . 83 

Sumner  &  Dunbar   262 . 98 

Municipal  Services   182 . 50 

Standard  Sign  &  Signal  Co   57 . 98 

Joseph  M.  Markham,  Ins   10.50 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.,  Registry   16.50 

Crescent  Laundry  Inc   2.11 

Chandler  Machine  Co   2 . 83 

Whitmore  Printing  Co   44 . 00 

Neptune  Meter  Co   1,102 . 50 

Textile  Products   32.50 

Sunshine  Stores,  Inc   28 . 09 

O'Clair  Repair  Shop   17 . 65 

Railway  Express  Agency   3 . 00 

Hedge  &  Mattheis  Co   70 . 00 

Brown  Sign  Service   4 . 50 

Joseph  M.  Britt   716.90 
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Shepard  &  Barker  $  216 . 00 

George  &  Eddie's  Ser  \rice  Station   4 . 50 

Alphy  Martell   68.00 

B.  J.  McGuane   500.00 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.  (Water  Tests)  52 . 23 

Law  &  Ingham  Trans.  Co   4 . 00 

A.  P.  Smith  Mfg.  Co. .   21 . 03 

Hilco  Supply  Co   98.46 

J.  H.  Thorlby  Co   .94 

B.  L.  Mackepeace   16 . 50 

San-Vel  Contracting  Co   3 . 63 

Frank  S.  Bennett  Agency  Ins   5 . 54 

E.  &F.  King  &  Co   72.57 

Hersev  Mfg.  Co   556.50 

Tolman  Mfg.  Co   10.20 

George  Langlois   3 . 00 

E.  0.  Proctor  Co   61.75 

Jenney  Station   22.73 

Hedge  &  Mattheis  Co   40 . 16 


$20,003.74 


Balance   $  .26 


NEW  WELL  ACCOUNT 

Balance  January  1,  1952   $  19,414 . 89 

EXPENDITURES 

R.E.  Chapman  $  2,587.00 

Edward  E.  Johnson,  Inc   2,995.20 

Seaboard  Freight  Line   52 . 09 

Shea's  Letter  Shop   75 . 90 

Charles  A.  Perkins   13.00 

D.  L.  Maher   3,421.26 

D.  L.  Maher   180.00 

John  A.  McDonald  Co   625 . 00 


$  9,949.45 


Balance   $  9,465.44 


WATER  MAIN  EXTENSION 
WRIGHT  ROAD 

Appropriation   $  4,000.00 

Expenditures 

H.  R .  Prescott  &  Sons  $  228 . 95 

Eddy  Valve  Co   146.10 

Warren  Pipe  Co   1,346 . 40 

Gundersen  Construction  Co   112 . 00 

Joseph  M.  Britt   499.60 

Payroll   1,382.30 
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Alphy  Martell   100.00 

Retirement  Fund   36 . 96 

Withholding  Tax   143 . 90 


%  3,996.21 


Balance   $  3.79 


REPORT  OF  SEWERAGE  REGISTRAR 

May  1950  Rates 

Outstanding  January  1,  1952   $       51 . 89 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  %       50 . 82 

Abated   1.07 

$  51.89 

November  1950  Rates 

Outstanding  January  1,  1952   %      25 . 93 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  $       19 . 70 

Abated   6.23 

$  25.93 

May  1951 

Outstanding  January  1,  1952   $     161 . 00 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  $     113 . 46 

Outstanding  December  31,  1952   47 . 54 

$  161.00 

November  1951 

Outstanding  January  1,  1952   $     600 . 34 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  %     437 . 90 

Outstanding  December  31,  1952   162 . 44 

$  600.34 

May  1952 

Devencrest  (Entire  year)  $  3,164.76 

Miscellaneous   32 . 24 

Rates   4,682.96 

$  7,879.96 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer: 

Devencrest    $  3,164.76 

Miscellaneous   32 . 24 

Rates   3,796.29 

Discount..   377.95 

Outstanding  December  31,  1952   508 . 72 

$  7,879.96 
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November  1952 

Commitment   $  5,276.61 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer: 

Rates  $  3,913.99 

Discount   419.26 

Outstanding  December  31,  1952   943 . 36 


$  5,276.61 


SEWER  MAINTENANCE 


Appropriation   $  5,600 . 00 

EXPENDITURES 

Payroll  $  2,988.43 

Withholding  Tax   176 . 70 

Retirement  Fund   154 . 75 

Wentworth  Hardware   23 . 66 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co   881 . 40 

Chandler  Machine  Co   8 . 38 

Sunshine  Stores,  Inc   2 . 69 

Fitchburg  Auto  Electric                      .  84 . 00 

Parker  Electrical  Service   8 . 25 

Ayer  Ice  Company   38 . 30 

G.  V.  Moore  Lumber  Co   387.06 

Gorham  Fire  Equipment  Co   100 . 05 

Chicago  Pump  Co.,  Inc   173 . 82 

George  Langlois   2 . 50 

San-Vel  Contracting  Co   56 . 91 

Boston  &  Maine  R.  R   5 . 00 

B.  J.  McGuane   300.00 

Whitmore  Printing  Co   14.00 

Chicago  Pump  Co   194 . 10 


$  5,600.00 


BUDGET  1953 
Summary 


1953         1952  1952 
Income 

Public  Works: 

Administration  $  5,875 . 00  $  6,000 . 00 

Public  Works :  General   29,000 . 00   $44,294 . 14 

Water   10,400.00  20,000.00 

Highway. .  .  .  2,500 . 00  18,000 . 00 
Sewer   4,160.00  5,600.00 

Snow  Removal   4,800 . 00    5,500 . 00 

Sidewalks  ($1,000.00  New— 

$1,000.00  Repairs)   2,000 . 00    1,500 . 00 

Road  Machinery   2,000 . 00    2,600 . 00 
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Dump   1,000.00   

Street  Signs    200 . 00      500 . 00 

New  Truck .  .  . . :     3,000 . 00 


Totals  .  $  61,935 . 00  $62,700 . 00 

Separate  Articles 

(1)  New  Well  construction  Account 
(additional)  $5,000.00 

(2)  Retaining  Wall  (Groton  Street)  Yi  cost     625 . 00 

(3)  Permission  to  sell  old  tractor  


REPORT 
of  the 

SEWER  COMMITTEE  OF  AYER,  MASS. 
on  the 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  EXTENSIONS 
TO  THE  SEWERAGE  SYSTEM 
with  a  Plan  showing  existing  and  proposed  Extensions. 

December  1952 

To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Ayer: 

This  report  of  the  Sewer  Committee  is  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  the  Town  of  Ayer  under  the  authority  of  the  following 
vote,  passed  at  a  Special  Town  Meeting  on  July  11,  1952: 

—-That  a  group  of  three  persons  be  appointed  by  the 
Moderator  to  act  with  the  Public  Works  Commissioners  as  a 
Sewer  Committee  to  submit  a  detailed  and  comprehensive 
report,  by  pamphlet  or  pubhcation  in  a  local  paper,  before  the 
third  week  of  December  of  the  current  year,  and  instructed  to 
do  the  following  things: 

1)  To  obtain,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  cost  of  extensions 
to  the  present  sewage  drainage  system  for  the  Town  as  planned 
by  Engineer  F.  A.  Barbour  of  Boston. 

2)  To  investigate  the  desirability  and  cost  of  installing 
the  extensions  in  Zones  or  in  one  or  more  years. 

3)  To  recommend  ways  and  means  of  financing  the  con- 
struction. 

4)  To  prepare  a  pamphlet  or  publish  in  a  local  paper  a 
Report  for  the  Voters  before  the  third  week  of  December  of  the 
current  year. 


MEMORANDUM  ON  COST 

The  best  method  of  meeting  the  cost  of  sewerage  is  that 
which  will  most  equitably  distribute  charges  to  various  property 
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owners  in  proportion  to  the  benefits  derived  by  them  from  the 
improved  sanitary  facilities. 

Briefly,  three  degrees  of  benefit  result  from  a  sewerage 
system:  first  and  least — the  general  betterment  of  the  Town 
by  improved  health  conditions  and  increased  attractiveness  as  a 
residential  and  manufacturing  community;  second — the  value 
added  to  land  abutting  on  any  street  in  which  a  sewer  is  laid; 
third  and  greatest — the  benefit  derived  from  connection  with 
and  use  of  the  sewer. 

Thus  the  general  betterment  of  the  Town  is  recognized 
by  the  requirement  of  Section  23  of  Chapter  83  of  the  General 
Laws  that  the  Town  as  a  whole  shall  pay  not  less  than 
one-quarter  {}4),  nor  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  cost  of 
sewerage  through  the  general  tax  levy,  or  on  the  basis  of  ability 
to  pay — as  in  the  case  of  police  and  schools. 

For  measurement  of  the  increased  value  to  land  abutting 
on  sewered  streets  Section  15  authorizes  by  a  fixed  uniform 
rate  based  upon  the  average  cost  of  all  sewers  in  the  completed 
system,  according  to  the  frontage  of  such  land,  or  according  to 
the  area  within  a  fixed  depth,  or  according  to  both  frontage 
and  area. 

And  for  measurement  of  the  third  and  greatest  benefit 
derived  by  actual  use  of  the  sewerage  system.  Section  16  pro- 
vides that  a  Town  may  from  time  to  time  establish  just  and 
equitable  annual  charges  or  rentals. 

The  important  conditions  to  be  noted  in  the  above  pro-  . 
visions  of  Chapter  83  are: 

(1) 

At  least  one-quarter  (J^)  of  the  cost  of  the  system  must  be 
met  through  the  general  tax  levy. 

(2) 

That  the  assessment  on  land,  based  on  frontage  or  area, 
or  both,  must  be  at  a  fixed  uniform  rate,  which,  once  established, 
cannot  be  changed. 

(3) 

That  annual  rental  rates  may  be  changed  from  time  to 
time  as  necessary  to  meet  the  proportion  of  the  total  cost  to  be 
thus  raised. 

No  scheme  of  assessment  can  be  devised,  which  will 
be  completely  equitable  as  between  all  property  owners,  but  a 
combination  by  which  a  part  of  the  cost  is  met  through  the 
general  tax  levy,  a  part  through  assessment  on  land  abutting 
on  sewered  streets,  and  a  part  by  rentals — which  measures 
relative  use  of  the  system,  can  be  made  to  provide  a  distribution 
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of  cost  as  fairly  in  proportion  to  benefits  derived  as  it  is  practic- 
able to  obtain. 

As  already  stated,  the  General  Laws  require  at  least  one- 
quarter  (J^)  of  the  cost  to  be  met  through  the  general  tax  levy, 
and — since  in  Ayer  the  front  foot  assessment  has  been  estab- 
lished and  the  rental  is  now  100%  of  the  water  charge — it  will 
be  necessary  to  meet  one-half  (3^)  the  cost  in  the  general  tax 
levy. 

An  assessment  of  a  part  of  the  cost  on  abutting  land  is 
simply  a  return  to  the  Town  of  the  value  added  to  the  property 
by  the  provision  of  a  sewer — regardless  of  use.  The  charge 
must  not,  however,  be  so  large  as  to  constitute  a  burden  on 
vacant  land,  nor  the  total  collected  a  greater  proportion  of  the 
whole  cost  than  should  be  borne  by  the  present  generation  in 
relief  of  those  to  come. 

Section  24  of  Chapter  83  of  the  General  Laws  stipulates 
that  the  owner  of  any  land  benefited  by  the  laying  out  of  a 
particular  sewer  (house  connection)  from  the  common  to  the 
boundary  of  the  way  shall  pay  for  the  permanent  privilege  of 
using  the  sewer  a  reasonable  amount,  which  may  be  fixed  at 
the  average  cost  of  all  particular  sewers  within  the  completed 
system. 

In  the  light  of  these  considerations,  it  is  believed  that  one- 
eighth  of  the  estimated  first  cost  of  the  Main  extensions,  plus 
the  total  cost  of  all  particular  sewers  from  the  main  sewer  to 
the  street  line,  should  be  raised  by  assessment  on  land,  based 
on  the  linear  feet  of  frontage  abutting  on  streets  in  which 
sewers  are  constructed — with  an  exemption  of  sixty  feet  (60) 
of  the  frontage  of  corner  lots. 

With  one-half  (J^)  of  the  cost  of  the  Extensions  raised 
through  the  general  tax  levy,  and  one-eighth,  plus  the  cost  of  the 
particular  sewers  to  the  street  line,  met  by  frontage  assessment 
— there  remains  three-eighths  of  the  cost  of  the  extensions  plus 
the  cost  of  maintenance  to  be  carried  by  rentals  charges  for  the 
maximum  benefit  of  actual  use  of  the  system. 

It  is  now  in  order  to  test  out  the  unit  charges  resulting 
from  the  above-outlined  distribution  of  costs. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed  extensions  is  $260,000, 
and  the  estimated  cost  of  all  particular  sewers  to  the  street 
line  is  $40,000.  The  total  to  be  raised  by  frontage  is  therefore 
one-eighth  of  $260,000,  plus  $40,000,  or  $72,500.  The  total 
assessable  frontage — with  sixty  (60)  feet  exempted  at  corner 
lots — is  estimated  at  58,000  feet.  The  fixed  uniform  frontage 
charge  is  $1.25  per  linear  foot. 
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It  would  seem  that  an  $1.25  per  foot  frontage  assessment, 
rentals  at  100%  of  the  water  bills,  and  an  increase  in  the  tax 
rate  of  $2.00  per  $1,000  are  not  unreasonable  costs  for  the 
general  sanitary  betterments  which  will  result  from  this  pro- 
gram. 

It  is  obvious  that  in  a  scheme  of  assessment  which  calls 
for  three-eights  of  the  cost  to  be  carried  by  rental  returns,  the 
success  of  the  plan  and  the  protection  of  the  tax  rate  against 
increases  unfair  to  property  owners  outside  the  sewered  area, 
depends  on  prompt  connection  with  the  system  by  those 
property  owners  to  whom  sewerage  is  made  available.  The 
authority  to  require  improvement  of  existing  unsanitary  condi- 
tion lies  with  the  local  Board  of  Health. 

A  study  of  recent  contract  prices  for  sewer  construction 
in  this  area  would  indicate  that  the  cost  estimated  will  cover 
the  probable  expense  of  this  program  in  the  immediate  future. 

Obviously,  any  forecast  of  the  future  price  basis  of  labor 
and  material — made  in  this  period  of  abnormal  conditions — is 
liable  to  some  error,  but — so  far  as  can  be  foreseen,  the  sewers 
can  be  laid  for  the  amounts  estimated. 

The  total  length  of  extensions  contemplated  is  approxi- 
mately 30,000  feet  or  5.7  miles.  The  total  estimated  cost, 
including  an  allowance  of  15%  of  the  estimated  contract  costs 
to  cover  contingencies  and  engineering,  is  $260,000. 

This  estimated  cost  includes  provision  for  underdrainage, 
where  necessary,  and  includes  allowance  for  replacement  of 
existing  pavements. 

In  order  to  complete  the  replacement  of  street  surfaces  in 
a  single  operation,  it  is  proposed — as  has  been  proved  to  be  good 
practice  in  recent  sewerage  construction — to  include  all  par- 
ticular sewers  from  the  common  sewers  to  the  street  line  as 
part  of  the  general  project.  The  estimated  cost  of  these 
connections  is  $40,000. 

From  the  standpoint  of  comparative  need,  it  is  difficult 
to  select  any  section  of  the  town  to  be  given  priority  in  an 
Extension  Program.  It  is  true  that  premises  located  adjacent 
to  storm  drains  and  water  courses  have  been  responsible  for  a 
discharge  of  sewerage  into  Nonacoicus  Brook  with  a  resulting 
nuisance  during  periods  of  low  water  from  Plow  Shop  Pond. 
IT  is  also  true  that  in  areas,  where  the  subsoil  is  impervious 
and  the  ground  water  level  high,  that  cesspools  overflow  unless 
pumped  out  periodically  at  a  cost  greater  than,  in  many  cases, 
the  resulting  cost  of  sewers.  There  is  a  definite  menace  from 
occasional  overflow  of  sewage  into  small  water  courses. 

As  will  appear  from  the  discussion  of  possible  methods 
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of  meeting  the  cost  of  sewerage,  the  complete  extension  can 
be  constructed  in  one  year  and  financed  with  resulting  charges 
which — it  would  seem — will  appeal  to  property  owners  as  small 
compared  with  the  resulting  sanitary  betterment. 

The  construction  of  the  complete  program  in  one  year  is 
recommended  for  your  consideration. 

Accordingly  for  your  information  a  tabulation  showing 
the  estimated  cost  of  one  year  plan  of  construction  follows. 

The  tables  of  cost  and  estimated  receipts  are  based  on  a 
thirty  year  bond  issue  with  23^%  interest  for  the  sewer  mains, 
a  ten  year  bond  issue  with  23/^%  interest  for  the  particular 
sewers  (house  connections),  an  estimated  annual  maintenance 
charge,  frontage  assessments  and  rentals  based  upon  the 
present  fixed  charges.  The  frontage  assessments  are  predicated 
upon  payment  of  20%  of  the  total  being  paid  the  first  year, 
10%  the  second  year,  and  the  balance  in  ten  years  with  4% 
interest  on  unpaid  assessments  after  the  first  year.  The 
increase  in  the  tax  rate  is  figured  on  a  four  and  one-half  milHon 
valuation. 

The  following  tables  show  the  effect  upon  the  tax  rate 
from  1953  through  1969  when  the  income  will  offset  the  expense 
and  show  #1  effect  of  present  sewer  construction  loans — 
interest — and  maintenance,  #2  shows  effect  of  new  proposed 
construction  and  #3  shows  effect  of  total  sewer  construction 
program  including  new  and  old  obi  igations  and  estimated 
income. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

We,  the  Committee,  recommend  the  following  as  ways  and 
means  of  financing  the  construction  and  for  fixing  charges  for 
entry  to  sewer  by  property  owners. 

(1)  That  approximately  one-eighth  of  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  sewer  extensions  plus  the  cost  of  all  particular  sewers  to 
the  street  line  be  raised  by  assessment  on  the  abutting  land. 

(2)  That  approximately  three-eighths  of  the  estimated 
annual  bond  installment  and  interest  charges  plus  the  estimated 
cost  of  maintenance  be  obtained  through  annual  rentals. 

(3)  That  the  remaining  expenses,  equal  to  approximately 
to  one-half  of  the  estimated  annual  bond  and  interest  charges  be 
collected  through  the  general  tax  levy. 

(4)  That  to  accomplish  these  results  the  following  Method 
of  Providing  for  the  Cost  of  the  Sewerage  Extensions  (including 
first  cost  and  cost  of  maintenance)  be  adopted. 


157 


^  o 

CO   CS  O 

(  o 


Tj<ooTHCT>ooooioai?oc<Joiot-t-oo<x>co 
ooc<>THai(MOooo«D-^co'^co(M?£>w:) 


000000«30lOOiOOU^OlOU3CO 
t-Tj<C^eO(MU^<MOOTtT-llr-(MOC»iOOt- 
rHOOOSOOOit-t^OOOOOOt-THT-HCDC^lt-OO 
OOCOOOQOt-TfCOCO(MTHO«DTHOO(M(M 


ooooooooooooooooo 

Oi-^i-llOTHt>-COU5«Db-OOTHOOOOO 
•rJ<0iC0a5C000C0CC>T-H?Di-H-rJ<OOOOO 
r-ft-C^li-KMOO-^COr^-^lOiOOOOOO 


B  5 


^1 


ooooooooooooooooo  o 

OOOCOTt'COOOOCO'^'X'OOOOOO  o 

O  O  00  U3  (M  Oi  CD -"^  tH  00  U3  O  O  O  O  O  O  O 

O  <M  (M  CO ^  «0  t>  00  00  Oi  O  O  O  O  O  O  O 

1-1  i-H  tH  T-t  r-(  1-H  ^  r-<  rH  T-H  i-(  C<I       <M  (M       (M  (M 


OOOOOOOOOOOO 

TtaiusTjioaiicxMOootD-^ 

r-liOO500  00t-t>-;£>tDU3«51O 


0) 


S  SS  f  .S-S 


o(2 


1-s 


IS 


pq  ^ 


2^1 


O  O  O  O  O  O  iC  O  »0  O  U5  O      O  >0  lO  CO  o 

<:d  00  CO  00  CO  CO  u5  CO  o  00  io  CO  o  00  to  o  t~ 

<X)  t- CO       CO  CD  O  »0  O Oi      tH  «3  CO       CO  O 
OS  tH  rH  O  O  00  00        t-  ?D  lO  i-H  r-l  O  O  CO  CO 
CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 


OOOOOO«5OWO»0O»0OU5U7iC0 
COCOOb-'^'^Oi0500  00t-t-?D<X>U5COT-l 
U5COr-<Oit>'-^T-(05t->OCOT-Hast^U3C<li— I 
CDCDOUSlO-^-^COCOCOCOCOCOCOCOU^W 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOO 
OOOOOOOOOOO 

oaioot-«Dio-*cocoi-io 

rH  Tf* 


ooooooooooooooooo 

Oi0C0i-l0i00«0'^C0O00«D'^C0O00«D 
i005t-»OCOOOOCOTi<COOit-iOCOi-IOO?D 
<X>-^Tj«->?l*-rt*-^COCOCOC0C0C0C0C0C0i-lTH 


CO-^lOCDt-OOCSOrHCOCO-^U^CDb-OOOi 
lO»OU5lOiOU5«5CDtD?DCDCDCDCD?D';D<X> 


158 


oooooooooooo 
oooooooooooo 
oooooooooooo 
oooooooooooo 

COC<J(M<M(M(M(M<N<MC<JC<I(M 


OOOOOOOOOOOO 

oooooooooooo 
oooooooooooo 
oooooooooooo 

C<I<NC<I(M(M<M<MCOC<l<MC<JC^ 


OOOOOOOOOOOO 
(MO00«0tJ*(MO00?0'<#(NO 
00<X>CO»-HO>b-U5(MOOO?D-rJ< 


OOOOOOOOOOOO 

oooooooooooo 


oooooooooooo 

(MO00i;0'rl<(MOQ0<X>'^C<lO 
(MOt-U3COTHOS<X)'rt«C^OOO 
i-lO050S050500  00  00  00  00t- 


iH(MCOrt«U3;C»b-OOOSOTHC<l 

i>t-t>t-t-t>b-t-t-oooooo 


P4 


I 


Eh  X 


S>HNNO^ 

So(M^ 

O 


•1 

c>Q  <=>  <c> 

CO  (M 


o  o  o  o  o 

OlOr-lOt- 
U3  CO  iXi  IX)  t> 
t-  CO  OO  00 


■  o  o  o  o 

O  (M  i-H  OJ 
lO  OS  CO  iH 
<X>OOrH 


o  o  o  o 

O  O  C<1 
O  OO  (N 
(M  (M  CO  Tj* 


oooo 

O  (M  05  00 
lO  tH  O  00 
Tj<  00  t-  «D 


O  O  O  O  o 
O  W  CO  tH  OS 
U3  00  lO  <M  00 
t-  OS  OS  OS  00 


ooooo 
ooooo 
oosoot-«o 


ooooo 

O  lO  CO  1-1  OS 
lO  OS  U3  oq 
CO      Tj<  rl< 


CO      »0  50 
UO  U3  lO  U3  UO 
OS  OS  OS  OS  OS 


159 


oooooooooooooo 

USlO-^COCMrHC^KMC^JC^IrHTHTHi-l 
+ 


ooooooo 

CO  Tj«  lO  <:D  t-  00  rH 
«0  rH  «D  rH  to  rH  Tl< 
(M  CC  CO U5 


ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

iX>000(MTj<<£>000000000000000000000 
05COTj<T-HCOiOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Ui^Ob-OOOOOiOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


ooooooo 

?0  00  (M  t-l 

;0  rj«  (M  O  CO  «D 
^  CO  CO  CO  US  to 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
00CD'«tC<IO00«0"<:tC<lO(»?0'rJ<C<IO00«£>'<#«0rl<C<JO00«0'^C<JO 
lO(MO>COC005t-UDCO'-HOO«0'^(MOt-U3COU5CO'rHa550'^l<(MOOO 
00  00t-t>t-C0(M(MC<J(Mi-li-lTHr-(O0i050S0S0>a>00  00  00  00  00t> 


o  ©  o  o  o  o 
o  o  o  o  o  o 

iO-^OONr-IO 
^<  ^* 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
00«OTt»NOOO?0'«1*C<IOOO«0'^(>JOOOCOTt<«0'«;l<C<1000CD'«tC<IO 
000?0'Ti*(MO>t-U3eOi-IOO<Xi'Tj«C<10t-U5COU3CO'r-l05;0"^(MOOO 
TtCOCOCOCOC<lC<lCOC<JC<l»HrHrHrHOOiOiOiOSOS05  00  00  00  00  00t* 


000»OTHC^COTl««5COb-00050T-H(MCO'^liO'»4<lOCOt>OOOSTHTH<M 
lO>O?O<X><X>COCD«O«>tDCO«Ot>tr-t-t-t>t-b-t-t-t-t>t^00  00C» 


160 


o2 


o 


t-CO<35b-CO'^i-tC005-^0»00?DT-IOO<Xi 
COCOCMC<J<N0505T-HOOOOS05  00  00THrH 

C<J<M(N(MC<lrHTHTHOq(M(MT-lrHT-HrH 


OOOOOOl0Ol0OU3O>J3O»Oi0C0 

"iD-^COC^lOt-^DUSCOi-IOit-tOCOTHOOt- 
00000000005CiOiOOC»OOOOCX) 


1 


ooooooooooooooooo 

a>-n<0iTj40>'n}t05OOOOOOOOOO 
T^-^cocOC^KM-i-IOOOOOOOOOO 
tHtHtHt— ItHi— (tHOOOOOOOOOO 


ooooooooooooooooo 
ooooooooooooooooo 
ooooooooooooooooo 
ooooooooooooooooo 


0  o  o  o  o  o  o 

01  ^  Oi  05  ^  Oi 

rt<  •<;J<  CO  CO  (M  (M  tH 


OOOOOOl0Ol0O»OOU5OU5»0C0 
^OCOOt-'^OOiasOOOOt'-t-COCDlOWrH 
rHOSt-USCOOt'lOCOTHOSt-lOCOi-IOOt- 
(Mi-HTHi-lFHO05a50505  00  00  00  00  00OO 
<M(MC<l<N<MC^3rHTHi-(T-lTHrHTHTHi-lTHi-( 


OOOOOOICO10OU3OU5OU310C0 
tOCOOt-Tj^OOSOSOOOOt-t-^O^OlOC^lr-t 

«3co^a>t-'^rHait>u5coi-ia5t>u3(MT-i 

<10tD?0«3U5T^'<!j<COCOCOCOCO(M(M(MW3U5 


ooooooooooooooooo 
ooooooooooooooooo 


CO-^WCOt-OOOSOT-KMCO-^lOCOb-OOOi 


161 


METHOD  OF  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  COST 


Section  1.  That  an  assessment  shall  be  made  upon  the 
owners  of  abutting  estates  by  a  fixed  uniform  rate  of  $1.25  per 
linear  foot  of  frontage  of  such  estates  on  any  street  or  way 
where  a  sewer  is  constructed. 

No  assessment  in  respect  to  any  such  estate  which  by  reason 
of  its  grade  of  level  or  for  any  other  cause  cannot  be  drained 
into  such  sewer  shall  be  made,  certified  or  notified  until  such 
incapacity  is  removed. 

When  such  estates  abut  on  more  than  one  such  street  or 
way  such  assessment  shall  be  made  upon  the  whole  of  the  longest 
frontage  and  sixty  (60)  feet  of  the  frontage  upon  each  other 
such  street  or  way  shall  be  exempted  from  such  assessment, 
but  where  lots  are  less  than  (60)  sixty  feet  in  any  one  dimension 
the  assessment  will  be  assessed  on  the  longest  frontage.  Lots 
whose  shortest  side  is  more  than  sixty  feet  (60)  feet  shall  be 
assessed  on  the  longest  frontage  plus  all  frontage  over  sixty 
(60)  feet  on  the  short  dimension. 

In  making  such  assessment  the  frontage  shall  be  estimated 
to  the  nearest  foot. 

The  Public  Works  Commissioners  shall  have  prepared 
plans  showing  the  estates  to  be  assessed,  giving  the  owners' 
names  and  the  frontages,  together  with  a  schedule  showing 
the  assessments  on  the  estates  abutting  and  benefited.  The 
amount  assessed  and  certified  by  the  Commissioners  shall  be 
entered  upon  the  plan  prepared  for  assessment  and  for  two 
years  after  they  are  laid  shall  constitute  a  lien  on  the  real  estate 
assessed  and  shall,  together  with  incidental  cost  and  expense, 
be  levied  by  sale  of  such  real  estate  if  the  assessment  is  not 
paid  within  three  months  after  a  written  demand  for  payment 
made  upon  the  person  assessed  or  upon  the  person  occupying 
the  estate;  such  sale  to  be  conducted  in  like  manner  as  sales 
for  payment  of  taxes. 

Owners  of  estates  or  parts  of  estates  not  liable  to  frontage 
assessment  as  aforesaid  or  not  in  fact  assessed  shall  pay  for 
special  benefits  to  such  estates  such  reasonable  sum  as  the 
commissioners  may  determine. 

The  Collector  of  Taxes,  upon  receipt  of  the  schedule  of 
assessment,  certified  by  the  Commissioners,  shall  forthwith 
render  notice  of  assessment  and  the  amounts  of  the  same  to  the 
parties  assessed  therein,  and  demand  payment  of  the  amount 


162 


assessed  and  the  same  amount  shall  be  due  and  payable  (30) 
days  from  the  date  of  such  notice,  after  which  time  interest 
will  be  charged  thereon  at  the  rate  of  four  (4)  per  cent  per 
annum. 

The  income  from  frontage  assessment  shall  be  used  in  the 
retirement  of  bonds  or  notes  and  payment  of  interest  thereon, 
or  for  the  construction  of  sewers,  in  such  yearly  amounts  as 
will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  result  in  the  most 
uniform  annual  appropriation  from  the  general  tax  levy. 

Section  2.  Every  person  or  owner  of  an  estate  who  enters 
his  particular  sewer  into  the  common  sewer  shall  pay  for  the 
use  of  such  common  sewer,  as  rental  100%  of  his  water  bill 
or  as  in  the  Commissioners  may  determine  to  be  necessary, 
providing,  however,  that  in  cases  where  owners  of  estates  furnish 
an  additional  meter  to  measure  water  used  which  does  not 
reach  the  sewer,  such  water  and  the  proportionate  charge 
thereof  shall  not  be  included  in  the  amount  on  which  the  above 
named  percentage  shall  be  applied  in  fixing  sewer  rental. 

Where  private  water  supplies  are  used,  the  sewer  rentals 
shall  be  the  same  percentage  as  applies  to  other  users  of  the 
sewer  of  what  the  bill  of  water  would  have  been  if  taken  from  the 
Town  system — based  on  the  best  available  information  as  to  the 
quantity  of  liquid  entering  the  sewer. 

Rental  charges  shall  be  collected  at  the  same  time  as  the 
bills  for  water  and  shall  constitute  a  lien  upon  the  real  estate  con- 
nected with  the  sewer. 

Section  3.  The  Town  shall  appropriate  annually,  to  be 
raised  by  taxation,  a  sum  sufficient  to  make  up  the  difference 
between  the  monies  available  from  frontage  and  rentals  and 
the  total  expense  of  the  sewer  department,  as  determined  by  the 
Commissioners. 

The  Committee  also  calls  to  the  attention  of  the  property 
owners  the  adoption  by  the  Town  of  a  by-law  requiring  all 
abutting  premises  located  on  streets  in  which  sewers  are  laid 
to  be  connected  with  the  system  within  two  years  of  the  date  of 
completion  of  the  sewer. 

Finally,  the  Special  Sewer  Committee  recommends  that 
the  sewer  extensions  as  shown  on  the  attached  plan  be  con- 
structed in  a  one  or  two  year  program  with  an  estimated 
cost  of  $300,000.00  and  that  authority  be  obtained  from  the 
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legislature  to  borrow  the  monies  by  a  bond  issue  of  $260,000.00 
for  a  period  of  thirty  years  and  a  second  issue  of  $40,000.00  for 
a  period  of  ten  years  in  order  to  furnish  sewerage  facilities  to  all 
congested  areas  in  the  town. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


DONALD  R.  GRIFFIN 

HERBERT  L.  HARDY 

HENRY  T.  SMITH 

PAUL  F.  GARDNER        )  Public 

W.  J.  N.  CORNELLIER      )  Works 

HOMER  G.  DAVENPORT  )  Commissioners 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  AVER 


LIBRARY 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1952 


TRUSTEES  ELECTED  BY  THE  TOWN 
Herbert  H.  Proctor,  term  expires  1953 
Bernard  J.  McGuane,  term  expires  1954 
Frank  R.  Mason,  term  expires  1955 


ORGANIZATION 
Alfred  P.  Richardson,  President 

Bernard  J.  McGuane,  Vice-President 

Esther  A.  Stone,  Treasurer 

Frank  R.  Mason,  Secretary 


PERMANENT  TRUSTEES 


Carl  A.  Black 
Martha  K.  Hardy 
Alfred  P.  Richardson 


Edmund  L.  Hyde 
Viola  P.  Downing 
Esther  A.  Stone 


Esther  C.  Gilman,  Librarian 
Noreen  Dufresne,  Assistant  Librarian 


FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  AYER  LIBRARY  1952 


RECEIPTS 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1952  $  514 . 86 

Interest  Hartwell  Fund    13.75 

Interest  Ayer  Library  Fund   15 . 43 

Appropriation   3 ,200 . 00 

Reimbursements  for  books   66 . 19 

Book  refunds   10.50 

Fines   126.25 


Total  Receipts   $  3,946.98 

EXPENDITURES 

Doubleday  &  Co. ,  books  $  21 . 90 

Bra-Dart  Industries,  covers   7 . 43 

Esther  C.  Oilman,  librarian   1,050 . 00 

Noreen  Dufresne,  assistant  librarian. .  . .  350 . 00 

Azel  Green,  j  anitor   270 . 00 

Book  of  Month,  books   15 . 86 

A.  A.  Haubner,  books                        .  9 . 37 

Personal  Book  Shop,  Inc.,  books   234.89 

H.  R.  Huntting  Co.,  books   57 . 20 

Gladys  Foreman,  books   12 . 00 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  books   12 . 00 

Worcester     County     Electric  Co., 

electricity   83.02 

Esther  A.  Stone,  envelopes   1.74 

Dover  Publishing  Co.,  books   2.70 

James  R.  Pender,  box   3.00 

G.  V.  Moore  Lumber  Co.,  lumber   1 . 20 

Check  charges   3 . 64 

American  Library  Assoc.,  books   5 . 00 

Wentworth  Hardware  Co.,  merchandise  7.27 

Ayer  Ice  Company,  fuel  oil   93 . 62 

New  England  News  Co.,  books   14.56 

Reader's  Digest,  books   4 . 00 

Simmons  Boardman  Publ.  Co.,  books ...  6 . 96 

Smith  Bros.  Typewriter  Co.,  typewriter  65.00 

Field  Enterprise  Co.,  book   1.25 

Gaylord  Bros.,  cards   15.00 

Chas.  E.  Lauriat,  book   2.20 

Ginn  &  Co.,  book   5.30 

Brown  Sign  Service,  painting   5 . 00 

Frank  Goldman,  book   2 . 07 

Cavalier  Publishing  Co.,  book   1.25 

Dura  Binding  Co.,  binding   10 . 35 

Funk  &  Wagnalls,  books   6 . 15 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  boiler 


inspection   5 . 00 

Herman  Goldberger,  magazines   98 . 20 

Norman  Day,  labor  and  materials   797 . 22 

National  Geographic  Co.,  magazine.  ...  6.00 

Ayer  Maytag  Co.,  labor   7 . 50 

Farnsworth  Bros.,  fuel  oil   136 . 61 


Total  Expenditures   $  3,431.46 

Balance,  Jan.  1,  1953   515 . 52 


$  3,946.98 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ESTHER  A.  STONE,  Treasurer. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN  FOR  1952 


CIRCULATION 

Number  of  days  library  was  open   154 

Number  of  volumes  circulated   9748 

Average  daily  circulation   63 

Largest  monthly  circulation,  Aug   980 

Smallest  monthly  circulation,  Dec   702 

Largest  daily  circulation,  March  8   147 

Smallest  daily  circulation,  Dec.  24   22 

Number  of  new  cards  issued   211 

CIRCULATION  STATISTICS 

Fiction   6279 

General  Works   871 

Philosophy   83 

Religion   63 

Sociology   134 

Philology   34 

Natural  Science .   214 

Useful  Arts   321 

Fine  Arts   230 

Literature   331 

History   364 

Travel   263 

Biography    ,   561 


Total   9748 

ACCESSIONS 

Number  of  books  purchased   192 

Number  of  books  given  to  library   29 

Number  of  periodicals  purchased   34 

Number  of  periodicals  given  to  library   15 
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FINANCE 

Received  from  fines  $  153 . 90 

Received  for  3  lost  books   2. 75 

Received  for  a  damaged  book   2 . 20 

$  158.85 

1.  Paid  for  postage  $  5 . 68 

2.  Paid  for  U.  S.  government  postals. .  2 . 20 

3.  Paid  for  2  quarters  box  rent   4 . 00 

4.  Paid  for  19  mystery  books   10.89 

5.  Paid  for  supplies   8 . 83 

6.  Dues  Wachusett  Library  Group. ...  1 . 00 

7.  Dues  Massachusetts  Library  As- 
sociation   1 . 00 

8.  Paid  to  Treasurer   125 . 25 


$158.85 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ESTHER  C.  OILMAN 
Librarian. 
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SEVENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

AND 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

FOR  THE 

TOWN  OF  AVER 


FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1952 


ORGANIZATION 

Paul  E.  McGuane,  Chairman  Term  Expires  1954 

Donald  R.  Griffin  Term  Expires  1953 

Helen  Harron,  Secretary  Term  Expires  1955 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Harold  G.  Norton  Residence,  88  Pleasant  Street,  Ayer 

Tel.  2156  , 

Office,  High  School  Building,  Ayer  Tel.  Ayer,  468 

SECRETARY 
Alice  Clancy 

SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 
Dr.  Joseph  A.  McLean,  24  Washington  Street,  Ayer  -  Tel.  8511 

ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 
Ernest  L.  Downing,  53  Grove  Street,  Ayer  Tel.  2121 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Ayer: 

The  School  Committee  presents  herewith  the  eighty-second 
report  of  the  School  Department. 

At  the  first  meeting  following  the  annual  town  nieeting  the 
School  Committee  elected  the  following  officers  to  serve  for  the 
year  1952:  Paul  K.  McGuane,  Chairman;  and  Helen  Harron, 
Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  the  High 
School  Principal  and  the  School  Physician  contained  herein 
have  been  examined  and  approved  and  represent  a  detailed 
report  of  the  main  activities  of  this  department.  You  are 
cordially  requested  to  examine  them  carefully. 

Your  School  Committee  is  pleased  to  report  that  the  first 
phase  of  the  program  of  repairs  and  renovations  to  the  Pleasant 
Street  School  was  successfully  completed  during  the  summer 
vacation.  The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  sets 
forth  in  detail  the  work  accomplished  and  it  is  suggested  that 
you  refer  to  his  report.  It  is  our  opinion  that  the  work  so  far 
completed  has  done  a  great  deal  to  improve  the  building  and 
that  when  the  entire  program  is  completed  we  will  have  a 
building  of  which  we  can  be  proud. 

Our  architect,  Mr.  Frank  S.  Owen,  of  Concord,  is  preparing 
plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  second  and  final  phase  of 
this  program  and  we  are  at  the  moment  awaiting  his  report  in 
order  that  we  may  submit  to  the  Advisory  Board  an  amount 
that  may  be  appropriated  at  the  coming  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

The  School  Committee  regrets  to  report  the  death  of 
Mr.  Newbert  Sanderson,  janitor  at  the  Ayer  Junior-Senior 
High  School.  Mr.  Sanderson  had  served  the  Department 
faithfully  and  well  for  many  years. 

During  the  past  year  four  teachers  left  by  resignations  to 
accept  positions  elsewhere.  We  feel  that  we  have  lost  some 
very  able  teachers  but  we  are  happy  to  report  that  their  places 
have  been  filled  by  people  of  excellent  qualifications. 

Again  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  services 
being  rendered  the  town  by  the  personnel  of  the  School  Depart- 
ment. Also,  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  support 
of  the  community  in  the  operation  of  our  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PAUL  K.  McGUANE,  Chairman 
HELEN  D.  HARRON,  Secretary 
DONALD  R.  GRIFFIN 
School  Committee 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1952 


ANALYSIS  OF  EXPENDITURES 

1952  Appropriation  $  157,525 . 00 

Dog  Tax  Refund   602.09 


Total  $  $158,127.09 


EXPENDITURES  FOR  SCHOOLS 


1. 

School  Committee 

(a)  Expenses  

15.00 

2. 

Superintendent  of  Schools  and 

Enforcement  of  Law 

(a)    Salaries  and  Other  Ex- 

penses  

..$ 

6,577.52 

3. 

Principals 

(a)  Elementary  

11,270.00 

(b)  High  

3,155.00 

4. 

Teachers  and  Supervisors 

(a)  Elementary  

..$ 

61,769.00 

(b)  High  

33,755.50 

5. 

Textbooks 

(a)  Elementary  

..$ 

1,587.65 

(b)  High  

608.90 

6. 

Expense  of  Instruction 

(a)  Elementary  

..$ 

1,328.97 

(b)  High  

3,076.14 

7. 

Expenses  of  Operation,  Wages 

of 

Janitors 

(a)  Elementary  

..$ 

7,995.09 

(b)  High  

4,746.33 

8. 

Fuel 

(a)  Elementary  

..$ 

4,460.91 

(b)  High  

1,662.96 

9. 

Repairs 

(a)  Elementary  

.$ 

1,005.82 

(b)  High  

1,028.19 

10. 

Health 

(a)  Elementary  

..$ 

.  1,053.13 

(b)  High  

394.11 

11. 

Transportation 

(a)  Elementary  

.$ 

3,075.00 

(b)  High  

767.00 

12. 

New  Equipment 

(a)  Elementary  

.$ 

7,485.06 
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(b)    High   776.95 

13.  Tuition 

(a)    Elementary  $  175.02 

Total  Expenditures   $157,769 . 35 

Unexpended  Balance .  .  $  357 . 74 
Plus  Refunds.  ..   31.89 

Total  unexpended  balance  $  $     389 . 63 


NET  COST  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR  1952 

Total  Expenditures   $157,769 . 35 

Receipts: 

Tuition,  U.  S.  Office  of  Educa- 

tion  $  54,518.63 

Tuition,  Town  of  Shirley   7,752 . 00 

Tuition,  Individuals   333 . 98 

Miscellaneous   80 . 50 

Chapter  70   18,210.24 

School  Supt   2,239.99 

$83,135.34 

Net  Cost  of  Education  to  the  Town  $  74,634 . 01 


VOCATIONAL  ACCOUNT  1952 

Appropriation  $  1,000.00 

Expenditures   858 . 04 

Unexpended  balance  $  141 . 96 


PLEASANT  STREET  SCHOOL  ACCOUNT 

Appropriated  at  Regular  Town  Meet- 
ing $  800.00 

Appropriated  at  Special  Town  Meet- 
ing  33,800.00 

Refunds   13.98 

Total   $34,613.98 

Expenditures   26,169.04 

Unexpended  Balance   $  8,444 . 94 
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ATHLETIC  ACCOUNT  1952 

Opening  Cash  Balance  $        546 . 29 

1952  Receipts.   1,272.26 

-  ^   

Total   $  1,818.55 

1952  Expenditures   1,350 . 18 

Cash  on  Hand   $  468.37 


SPECIAL  SCHOOL  LUNCH  ACCOUNT 

Opening  Cash  Balance  $    1,992 . 11 

1952  Receipts   23,704.12 

Total   $25,696.23 

1952  Expenditures   23,885 . 91 


Cash  on  hand   $  1,810.32 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Gentlemen  of  the  School  Conimittee: 

I  hereby  submit  my  seventh  annual  report  as  your  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  and  the  sixty-fourth  in  a  series  of  reports 
in  the  Town  of  Ayer. 

PERSONNEL 

Again  this  year  changes  in  personnel  of  the  teaching  staff 
in  the  elementary  grades  have  been  kept  to  a  minimum.  Only 
one  resignation  occurred  during  this  past  year  and  that  being 
in  grade  one  of  the  Fort  Devens  Elementary  School.  The 
position  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Joan  Wilson  of 
Ayer,  a  graduate  of  Fitchburg  Teachers  College  in  the  class  of 
1952.  Miss  Wilson  prepared  especially  for  lower  elementary 
grade  work  and  so  has  entered  our  system  well  qualified  for  her 
first  grade  assignment. 

At  the  Junior-Senior  High  School  the  following  members  of 
the  teaching  staff  terminated  their  services  in  June: 

1.  Mr.  Robert  Hayden,  teacher  of  French,  Spanish  and 
English  to  accept  a  similar  position  at  Lawrence 
Academy. 

2.  Mr.  Milton  R.  Burns,  teacher  of  Science  and  Assistant 
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Coach  to  accept  a  position  as  Science  Teacher  at 
Greenfield,  Mass. 
3.    Mrs.  Ahce  Worthly,  Teacher  of  Physical  Education 
and  basketball  coach  to  accept  a  position  near  home. 

It  should  also  be  noted  here  that  Mr.  Sigmund  Wesolowski' 
teacher  of  mathematics  and  guidance  director,  submitted  his 
resignation  in  late  December  to  accept  a  position  in  the  In- 
dustrial Relations  Department  of  the  Arms  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Manchester,  New  Hampshire. 

The  following  persons  have  been  appointed  to  fill  the  places 
of  the  aforementioned  teachers: 

1.  Miss  Charlotte  Bisson  of  York,  Maine,  and  graduate  of 
Jackson  College  in  the  Class  of  1952,  to  teacher  of 
French,  Spanish  and  English. 

2.  Mr.  Carl  McDermott  of  Fairhaven,  Mass.,  and 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Maine  in  the  Class  of 
1952,  to  teach  Science  and  assist  in  coaching. 

3.  Miss  Barbara  Mountain  of  Westford,  Mass.,  a  graduate 
of  the  Sargent  School  of  Physical  Education  and 
former  teacher  at  Pepperell  High  School,  to  teach 
Physical  Education  and  coach  all  girls'  sports. 

4.  Mrs.  Marion  Dwinell  Whitcomb  of  Littleton,  Mass.,  a 
graduate  of  Wellesley  College  with  an  A.B.  and  from 
Teachers  College,  Columbia,  with  an  M.A.,  to  teach 
Math. 

In  my  opinion  all  newly  appointed  teachers  have  come  to  us 
with  excellent  preparation  for  their  assignments  and  are  doing 
outstanding  work. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  Mrs.  Mary  Boyle  has  returned  to 
her  position  as  Music  Supervisor  after  an  absence  of  over  a. 
year  due  to  injuries  sustained  in  an  automobile  accident. 

It  was  with  regret  that  we  learned  of  the  passing  of  Mr* 
Newbert  Sanderson  last  spring.  Mr.  Sanderson  had  been 
janitor  at  the  Pond  Street  School  for  many  years  and  had 
gained  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  those  who  came  into 
contact  with  him. 

Mr.  Benedict  Willis  of  Ayer  was  appointed  to  the  janitor 
position  at  the  Pond  Street  School  upon  the  death  of  Mr. 
Sanderson. 

Also  during  the  summer  a  vacancy  in  the  janitorship  at  the 
Fort  Devens  Elementary  School  occurred  through  a  resigna- 
tion. This  position  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Arthur  Bulkeley  of  Ayer. 
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REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 
PLEASANT  STREET  SCHOOL 

In  last  year's  report  it  was  stated  that  plans  were  being 
made  for  certain  major  repairs  and  renovations  to  the  Pleasant 
Street  School.  Early  in  the  year  the  School  Committee,  under 
authority  granted  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  engaged  Frank 
S.  Owen,  Architect,  of  Concord,  Mass.,  to  make  a  detailed 
study  of  the  Pleasant  Street  School  and  to  submit  plans  and 
cost  of  the  repairs  and  renovations  necessary  to  put  this  build- 
ing in  the  best  possible  condition.  Eight  hundred  dollars 
($800.)  was  appropriated  to  cover  the  cost  of  this  preliminary 
work.  At  a  later  Town  Meeting,  $33,800.  was  voted  to  finance 
the  first  stage  of  the  program  as  submitted  by  the  architect. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  following  work  was  ac- 
complished during  the  summer  months: 

1.  Eight  classrooms,  the  lavatories  and  the  exterior  of  the 
building  were  painted. 

2.  Lighting  in  eight  classrooms  was  changed  over  to 
fluorescent  with  a  guaranteed  minimum  of  thirty  foot 
candles  of  light. 

3.  The  old  shades  in  nine  classroom^s  were  removed  and 
replaced  with  aluminum  slat  Venetian  blinds. 

4.  The  floors  of  six  classrooms  were  sanded  and  re- 
finished. 

5.  The  floors  of  two  classrooms  were  replaced,  sanded 
and  finished. 

6.  The  furniture  in  all  classrooms  was  replaced  with  new 
modern  style  blonde  finished  furniture. 

7.  Necessary  repairs  were  made  to  the  main  roof  of  the 
building  and  the  porch  roof. 

In  the  late  fall  the  school  was  opened  to  the  public  for 
inspection.  Many  citizens  of  the  town  took  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  to  visit  the  school  and  observe  the  changes  that 
had  been  made.  The  approval  expressed  by  everyone  in 
attendance  was  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  those  responsible  for 
the  work  done. 

At  the  direction  of  the  School  Committee  the  architect, 
after  the  completion  of  this  first  phase  of  the  work,  proceeded 
with  plans  to  complete  the  proposed  program  during  the  coming 
summer  months.  At  the  present  time  he  is  in  the  process  of 
determining  the  cost  of  this  work  in  order  that  an  appropriation 
may  be  voted  at  the  coming  town  meeting. 

AYER  JUNIOR-SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

During  the  past  summer  the  following  work  was  ac- 
complished at  the  Pond  Street  Building: 
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1.  Shades  on  one  side  of  the  building  were  removed  and 
replaced  with  Venetian  blinds. 

2.  The  flooring  at  each  entrance  was  replaced. 

3.  The  furniture  in  one  room  of  the  Junior  High  School 
was  replaced. 

It  was  planned  to  carry  out  a  much  larger  program  at  this 
building  but  because  the  School  Committee  was  unable  to  pay 
for  furniture  at  the  Pleasant  Street  School  out  of  the  special 
appropriation  for  that  school  it  was  necessary  to  pay  for  this 
furniture  out  of  the  regular  school  department  budget. 

FORT  DEVENS  PUPILS 

The  number  of  pupils  attending  our  schools  or  receiving 
their  education  at  the  Fort  Devens  Elementary  School  under 
the  direction  of  the  Ayer  School  Committee  remains  about  the 
same  as  last  year.  Again  we  are  operating  under  Public  Law 
874.  As  was  the  case  last  year,  the  town  is  receiving  payment 
for  pupils  whose  parents  both  live  and  work  at  Fort  Devens  and 
also  for  those  whose  parents  reside  in  Ayer  but  work  at  Fort 
Devens.  At  the  moment,  negotiations  are  under  way  to 
clarify  certain  matters  relative  to  the  amount  to  be  paid  the 
town.  The  last  legislature  appropriated  forty  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  care  for  all  such  pupils  throughout  the  country,  whereas 
over  sixty-three  millions  of  dollars  is  required  to  pay  one  hun- 
dred percent  of  entitlement.  It  is  expected  that  a  supple- 
mentary budget  of  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars  will  be 
voted  in  the  present  Congress  to  permit  one  hundred  percent 
payment. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  construction  started  in  October 
of  1952  on  a  new  elementary  school  at  Fort  Devens.  This 
building  will  be  of  three  hundred  pupil  capacity  with  ten 
classrooms,  a  multi-purpose  room,  principal's  office,  health 
room,  etc.  This  building  is  being  constructed  under  Public 
Law  815.  The  program  of  construction  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  United  States  Office  of  Education.  The  terminal 
date  of  this  project  is  August  1953. 

SCHOOL  CAFETERIAS 

Our  School  Cafeterias  are  operating  efficiently  and  on  a 
sound  financial  basis.  Again  as  of  last  year  we  have  been  able 
to  offer  the  same  high  standard  lunch  at  the  same  price  of 
twenty  cents  per  day.  During  this  past  year,  we  have,  from 
cafeteria  earnings,  purchased  an  electric  mixer  and  electric 
slicing  machine.  We  plan  to  continue  investing  our  earnings  in 
such  equipment  as  is  necessary  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  our 
operations. 

The  second  and  last  phase  of  the  program  of  repair  and 
renovation  at  the  Pleasant  Street  School  calls  for  a  Cafeteria. 
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It  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  be  completed  in  time  to  start 
this  program  in  September  1953. 

SCHOOL  ACTIVITIES 

Our  schools  have  carried  on  a  sound  and  diversified 
program  of  school  activities  during  the  past  year.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  High  School  Principal  will  tell  you 
in  detail  of  the  activities  of  the  Junior-Senior  High  School. 
I  would  like  to  call  to  your  attention  the  essay  contest  con- 
ducted in  grades  four  through  eight  of  the  schools  of  Ayer  and 
Shirley  during  the  past  year.  This  contest  was  sponsored  by 
the  Fort  Devens  Chapter  of  the  American  Sojourners.  The 
subject  of  the  essays  was  '*Why  I  Like  Being  an  American.'' 
Prizes  were  awarded  for  first,  second  and  third  places  in  each 
grade  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  several  Ayer  pupils  were 
recipients  of  these  prizes.  It  is  expected  that  this  contest  will 
continue  this  year.  I  would  like  to  express  here  my  apprecia- 
tion of  this  sponsorship  by  the  Sojourners  of  Fort  Devens. 

CONCLUSION 

The  School  Committee  and  Superintendent  appreciate  the 
cooperation  and  interest  of  the  citizens  of  the  community. 
We  are  especially  appreciative  of  those  individuals  and  organiza- 
tions who  have  contributed  prizes  to  pupils  at  our  annual 
graduation  exercises.  The  continued  sponsorship  of  "Boys' 
State" -^y  the  American  Legion  is  certainly  of  real  value  to  our 
young  boys  and  we  wish  to  extend  our  thanks. 

I  wish  to  record  here  my  appreciation  of  the  fine  counsel 
and  cooperation  of  the  School  Committee.  It  is  through  this 
harmonious  relationship  that  we  will  continue  to  progress  in 
our  endeavor  to  provide  the  best  possible  education  to  the 
youth  of  our  community. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  G.  NORTON 
Superintendent  of  Schools 


REPORT  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL 


Members  of  the  School  Committee  and  Superintendent  of 
Schools: 

I  herewith  submit  my  eighth  annual  report  as  High  School 
Principal. 

The  enrollment  of  the  school  for  the  present  year  is  251, 
distributed  as  follows: 
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Boys 


Girls 


Total 


Freshmen.  . 
Sophomores 
Juniors.  .  .  . 
Seniors .... 


45 
26 
22 
19 


48 
40 
32 
19 


93 
66 
54 
38 


Total 


112 


139 


251 


The  present  membership  is  225,  a  decrease  of  twenty-six 
from  the  above  figures.  Of  pupils  who  have  left,  twenty-one 
moved  away,  fifteen  being  children  of  army  personnel;  two 
married;  two  went  to  work;  only  one  quit  because  of  failure  to 
keep  up  with  her  studies. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  and  significant  that  of  the  present 
membership  of  225,  only  ninety-seven  are  not  tuition-paying 
pupils.  The  remainder  come  from  Shirley  or  are  pupils  whose 
parents  either  reside  on  Fort  Devens  or  are  civilian  employees 
there. 

There  have  been  four  changes  in  our  faculty  since  last  year. 
Mr.  Milton  R.  Burns,  teacher  of  Science,  resigned  to  take  a 
position  at  Greenfield  High  School.  He  has  been  replaced  by 
Mr.  Carl  McDermott,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Maine. 
Mr.  Robert  Hayden,  teacher  of  Romance  Languages  and 
English,  resigned  to  teach  at  Lawrence  Academy.  His  suc- 
cessor is  Miss  Charlotte  Bisson,  a  graduate  of  Jackson  College. 
Mrs.  Ahce  Worthley,  who  directed  the  Physical  Education 
work  as  well  as  teaching  in  the  Junior  High  School,  resigned. 
Her  replacement  is  Miss  Barbara  Mountain,  a  graduate  of 
Sargent  School  of  Boston  University  and  a  teacher  with  a  year's 
experience  in  Pepperell.  In  addition  to  the  girls'  Physical 
Education  classes  she  also  teaches  General  Science  and  Com- 
mercial Geography.  In  December  Mr.  Sigmund  Wesolowski 
resigned  in  order  to  take  a  more  lucrative  position  in  a  textile 
plant  in  Manchester,  New  Hampshire.  He  had  taught  Mathe- 
matics as  well  as  directing  the  Guidance  program  of  the  school. 
His  place  has  been  taken  by  Mrs.  Marion  Whitcomb,  a  graduate 
of  Wellesley  and  the  possessor  of  a  master's  degree  from  Colum- 
bia. She  has  had  many  years  of  teaching  experience  in  private 
schools.  We  were  sorry  to  lose  these  former  teachers,  but 
we  have  been  extremely  fortunate  in  their  replacements. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Newbert  Sanderson,  who  had  been  the 
janitor  for  many  years,  filled  both  faculty  and  student-body 
with  sorrow.  He  was  always  cooperative  and  a  man  endowed 
with  a  happy  disposition.  His  successor  is  Mr.  J.  Benedict 
Willis. 


The  curriculum  is  the  same  as  heretofore:  College 
Preparatory,  Commercial  and  Practical  Arts.    The  greater 
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number  of  the  pupils  take  the  Commercial  course.  In  fact  it 
has  developed  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Freshmen  classes  in 
General  Mathematics  and  Junior  Business  Training  are  too  big 
for  the  greatest  efficiency.  We  could  well  use  an  additional 
teacher  and  divide  the  classes. 

The  cumulative  grades  for  the  first  four  months  show  that 
the  pupils  are  doing  well  scholastically.  Sixteen  pupils  had  a 
record  of  all  A's,  and  fifty-six  had  marks  of  B  or  better.  In 
other  words  approximately  one-third  of  the  pupils  are  doing 
better  than  average  work.  At  the  other  end  of  the  scale  there 
were  thirteen  failing  in  the  work  of  the  year.  Whether  the 
coming  mid-year  examinations  will  reduce  the  number  of  these 
unfortunate  pupils,  I  know  not. 

Forty-four  pupils  were  graduated  last  June.  Honors  were 
awarded  to  seven,  one  being  high  honor.  Twelve  of  the  class 
are  continuing  their,  education  in  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing. Nine  boys  and  one  girl  are  in  the  Armed  Forces.  An 
additional  diploma  was  awarded  September  1  to  a  girl  who 
lacked  the  necessary  credits  in  June  and  who  satisfied  our 
diploma  requirements  by  taking  summer  coiirses  at  Fitchburg 
Teachers  College. 

The  boys'  athletic  teams  in  baseball,  basketball  and  football 
are  a  credit  to  both  the  school  and  Mr.  Anderson,  their  coach. 
Qualified  observers  remark  about  how  well-coached  and  trained 
his  football  teams  are.  This  year's  team  did  not  win  so  many 
games  as  last  year's  did,  but  I  feel  that  his  material  was  not 
equal  to  that  of  the  preceding  year  and  that  the  opposition  this 
year  was  stiffer.  The  girls'  basketball  team,  coached  by  Miss 
Mountain,  has  so  far  this  season  been  an  unqualified  success. 
However,  win  or  lose,  we  try  to  instill  into  our  pupils  ideals  of 
good  sportsmanship  in  their  dealings  with  their  opponents, 
and  I  feel  that  we  are  successful  in  this  respect. 

The  cafeteria,  managed  by  Mrs.  Markham,  continues  to 
operate  smoothly.  The  receipts  for  the  year  were  $9,412.42,  an 
average  of  approximately  $52.00  per  day.  Despite  rising  costs 
we  continue  to  serve  a  hot  meal  every  day  at  a  price  of  twenty 
cents  per  meal.  Out  of  the  profits  we  have  bought  a  power 
sheer  and  a  power  mixer. 

Extra-curricular  activities  are  substantially  the  same  as  in 
other  years.  There  is  however  one  notable  exception.  Under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  Parent-Teachers'  Association,  the  Senior 
Class  is  going  to  Washington  diiring  the  vacation  week  in  April. 
The  class  was  assigned  a  quota  of  $400  to  be  raised  as  a  class  ac- 
tivity and  an  additional  sum  of  $25  per  member  to  be  raised  j 
through  personal  budgeting.  The  former  amount  has  already  | 
been  exceeded.  Various  means  have  been  employed,  such  as 
food  sales,  sales  of  refreshments  at  games,  Christmaslcard>ales. 
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A  substantial  amount  was  obtained  by  a  benefit  football  game. 
The  amount  to  be  raised  by  personal  budgeting  has  not  as  yet 
been  completed.  All  this  has  been  done  with  practically  no 
disruption  of  class  work. 

In  conclusion  I  thank  all  the  various  organizations  and 
individuals  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  welfare 
of  the  school.  The  school  is  fortunate  in  that  so  many  show  an 
interest  in  what  it  is  doing.  My  particular  thanks  are  extended 
to  my  fellow-teachers,  the  Superintendent,  and  the  School 
Committee  for  their  support  and  spirit  of  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALFRED  P.  RICHARDSON 
Principal. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 


The  pre-school  examinations  were  conducted  in  June  at  the 
Nashoba  Associated  Boards  of  Health  building.  The  mothers 
attended  these  examinations.  At  that  time  Dr.  Sidney  Cobb 
vaccinated  against  smallpox  and  gave  booster  inoculations  for 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  when  these  were 
indicated.   The  Nashoba  personnel  assisted  with  this  work. 

During  the  months  of  October,  November  and  December 
the  remainder  of  the  first  grade,  the  fourth  grade,  seventh 
grade,  tenth  grade  and  twelfth  grade  were  examined,  this  being 
the  same  system  that  was  adopted  last  year  whereby  five 
grades  were  examined  annually  out  of  the  twelve.  Mothers 
who  had  children  in  the  first  and  fourth  grades  were  asked  to 
attend  these  examinations.  The  attendance  of  the  mothers 
for  the  examinations  was  between  eighty-five  and  ninety  per 
cent.  A  few  mothers  who  have  children  in  the  seventh  grade 
attended.  It  is  thought  by  talking  over  with  a  young  child's 
mother  the  problems  and  difficulties  found,  the  examination  is  of 
more  real  value.  One  child  was  in  the  examining  room  at  a  time 
whether  the  mother  was  present  or  not  during  all  the  examinations. 
It  is  believed  this  examination  fully  meets  the  state  law  passed 
last  year  relative  to  the  physical  examination  of  school  children. 
This  examination  is  essentially  the  type  a  child  would  get  if  it 
were  taken  to  the  office  of  a  provate  physician.  Parents  were 
notified  whether  present  or  not  of  the  difficulties  found. 

The  audiometer  and  vision  tests  are  not  yet  complete. 
Defects  as  found  are  listed  below: 

Pronated  feet   14 

Diseased  tonsils   25 

Dental  defects   58 
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Mastitis   2 

Wax  in  ear   21 

Pediculosis.   1 

Obesity.   8 

Undescended  testicles   4 

Hemangioma   2 

Pilonidal  sinus     1 

Heart  defect   9 

Swollen  glands   25 

Asthma   2 

Skin  diseases   8 

Eye  defects   5 

Miscellaneous   10 


I  would  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  school  and 
town  nurses,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Simmons  and  Miss  Jean  Doyle,  for 
their  able  assistance  and  sincere  cooperation  with  this  work. 
I  would  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  schools  and  all  the  teachers  for  their  wilHng  co- 
operation in  this  program. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
JOSEPH  A.  McLEAN,  M.D. 


GRADUATION  EXERCISES 

o/  the 

AYER  HIGH  SCHOOL 
TOWN  HALL 
Wednesday  Evening,  June  11,  1952 
Program 

Processional 

One  World  0' Hara 

Chorus 

Address  ROBERT  H.  WELCH,  JR. 

Vice-President —  National  Association  of^  Manufacturers' 
Educational  Advisory  Committee  - 
I  Hear  America  Singing  DeRose 

Class  of  1952 
Presentation  of  Class  Gift 

Donald  George  Scullane,  Class  President 
Acceptance  of  Class  Gift 

Helen  C.  Harron,  School  Committee 
Bells  Rachmaninoff 

Chorus 

Award  of  Prizes 

Harold  G.  Norton,  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Paul  K.  McGuane,  Chairman;  School  Committee 
Senior  Class  Song 
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Class  of  1952 

The  National  Anthem 
Benediction 

REV.  HENRY  MATTOCKS 
St.  Andrew's  Church 


Class  Colors 
Lavender  and  White 
Class  Flower 

Iris 
Class  Motto 
Build  for  Character,  not  for  Fame 


CLASS  OF  1952 

JAMES  PAUL  BOISSEAU 
RICHARD  WENTWORTH  BOURNE 
MARY  CATHLEEN  BURRELL 
DAVID  LESLIE  BUXTON 
WILLIAM  JOSEPH  CALLAHAN 

ROBERT  PETER  CARLSON 

DOROTHY  THERESA  CORMIER 
CAROL  ANN  COURNOYER 
ALVIN  EUGENE  CROCKER,  JR. 
MAUREEN  ANN  DOLAN 

MARCIA  FRANCES  DUPONT* 
JAMES  KEMP  FARNSWORTH 
MARION  DOROTHEA  HADLEY* 
PAULINE  JOYCE  HAMEL 
IRVING  SAMUEL  HEMENWAY,  III 

PHILIP  FRANCIS  HORGAN 
BARBARA  ADA  HOWE 
JOSEPH  EDWARD  HURLEY,  JR. 
THERESA  JULIUS 
CLAIRE  LENA  LEMAIRE 

MYRNA  JOAN  LEVINE 
SEUMAS  SYLVESTER  LIZOTTE 
JACQUES  RONALD  MAGILL 
BARBARA  JEAN  MAHONEY 
LOIS  CLAIRE  MANSFIELD 

JUNE  VANCHASE  MASIERO 

CAROLYN  SHIRLEY  MATTOCKS 
JOHN  DAVID  MOLDEN,  JR. 
SALLIE  LEE  MOLDEN* 
MARY  MATHILDA  MORELAND 
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IRENE  DOROTHY  NOWOKUNSKI* 
MARGUERITE  ELIZABETH  O'CONNELLf 
JAMES  MICHAEL  O'KANE 
JANE  CUTHBERT  O'KEEFE 

ROBERT  EVERETT  OVERSTREET 

JEAN  ROBERTA  PENNEY* 
MARCIA  ANNE  PICARD 
JOHN  JAMES  RAKIP 

VIVIAN  JOAN  RUELLE* 

DONALD  GEORGE  SCULLANE 

RONALD  LEE  SHANKLIN 
CLARENCE  ALFRED  TITUS 
MARY  JANE  VOLANTE 
CONSTANCE  WOODBURY 


t  High  Honor 
*  Honor 


PRIZES 

1.  Special  prize  to  Seniors  for  work  in  English,  given  by 
Gladys  Porter  Farwell,  awarded  to  Jean  R.  Penney. 

2.  Prize  for  Industry  and  Effort  throughout  the  course, 
given  by  Joseph  M.  Connors  Post  #139,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  awarded  to  Pauline  J.  Hamel. 

3.  Prize  for  excellence  in  Stenography  and  Typewriting' 
given  by  Court  Our  Lady  of  Fatima,  No.  1495,  Catholic 
Daughters  of  America,  awarded  to  Vivian  J.  Ruelle. 

4.  Prize  for  excellence  in  Mathematics,  given  by  Marion 
Dwinell  Whitcomb,  awarded  to  Marguerite  E.  O'Connell. 

5.  Prize  for  outstanding  work  in  the  field  of  Science,  given  by 
the  Parent-Teacher  Association — two  years'  subscription 
to  the  Science  Digest,  awarded  to  Jacques  R.  Magill. 

6.  Prize  given  by  Laura  S.  Leavett  for  excellence  in  Foreign 
Languages,  Webster's  Collegiate  Dictionary,  awarded  to 
Sally  L.  Molden. 

7.  Good  Citizen  Certificate  and  medal,  presented  by  the 
National  Society  of  the  American  Revolution,  awarded  to 
MarciaF.  duPont. 

8.  Prize  to  person  on  the  Staff  of,  The  Ayerian,  making  greates 
contribution  toward  the  success  of  the  school  paper, 
presented  by  Turner's  Public  Spirit — two  years'  sub- 
scription to  Time  magazine,  awarded  to  Marcia  F. 
duPont. 
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9.  The  Robert  E.  Dancause  memorial  trophy,  given  by  Ayer 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  for  excellence  in  athletics, 
awarded  to  George  Scullane. 

10.  Trophy  given  by  Lions  Club  to  outstanding  baseball  player 
for  1952  season,  awarded  to  George  Scullane. 

11.  Prize  given  by  employees  of  George  V.  Moore  Lumber 
Company  for  excellence  in  Manual  Training,  awarded  to 
James  K.Farnsworth. 

12.  Prize  given  by  Combination  Co.  #1  of  Ayer  Fire  Depart- 
ment, for  excellence  in  American  History,  awarded  to 
Norma  Wells. 

13.  Susan  M.  Barker  Prize  to  Seniors  for  Enghsh  Essay  on 
"Safety  on  the  Air  Lines." 

First  Prize — Sallie  L.  Molden. 
Second  Prize — James  P.  Boisseau. 
Third  Prize — Jean  R.  Penney. 

14.  Ayer  Woman's  Club  Prizes  to  Juniors  for  English  Essay. 
First  Prize — John  Adams  and  the  American  Revolution  by 
Catherine  Bowen,  awarded  to  Norma  Wells. 

Second  Prize — The  Caine  Mutiny  by  Herman  Wouk, 
awarded  to  Mary  L.  Callahan. 

Third  Prize — The  Sea  Around  Us  by  Rachel  Carson, 
awarded  to  Marina  Autino. 

15.  Ayer  Grange  #300  Prizes  to  Sophomores,  for  Enghsh 
Essay. 

First  Prize — Cynthia  Halleran. 
Second  Prize — Bette  Petermann. 

16.  George  S.  Boutwell,  W.  R.  C.  and  Robert  Burns  Lodge 
No.  159,  I.  O.  0.  F.  to  Freshmen  for  Englsih  Essay. 
First  Prize — The  Caine  Mutiny  by  Herman  Wouk,  awarded 
to  Doris  Steam. 

Second  Prize — Fabulous  Destinations  by  John  Nicholas 
Booth,  awarded  to  Charles  E.  Crowley. 


SCHOOL  CENSUS— 1952 


Boys 
Girls 


5-7 
65 
79 


7-16 
266 
245 


Totals 


144 


511 


Distribution: 


In  public  school  membership 


63 
64 


425 
80 


In  private  school  membership 
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In  Vocational  School  membership.  ....  0  4 

Not  in  any  school   17  2 

Totals..;     144  511 

■  ^  ■ 


MEMBERSHIP  IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS     -  ; 
Elementary: 

Grade  1   145 

Grade  2   63 

Grade  3     89 

Grade  4   108 

Grades   87 

Grade  6   73 

Grade  7   61 

Grade  8   61 

Total   727 

High  School:  /: 

Grade  9   87 

Grade  10   64 

Grade  11   49 

Grade  12   39 

Total     239 

;  Grand  Total   ^66 


MEMBERSHIP  IN  PRIVATE  SCHOOL  (Saint  Mary's) 

Grade  1   64 

Grade  2   46 

Grade  3   33 

Total.    143 

Total  Membership  in  Public  and  Private 

Schools  Grade  1-12   1109 
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Winter  Tenn  . 
1954  ! 

Begins  j 

i 

Jan.  4  j 
Jan.  4  ! 

Fall  Term 

1953 

Ends 

Dec.  23 
Dec.  23 

Begins 

Sept.  9 
Sept.  14 

Summer  Term 

1953 

Ends 

June  19 
June  12 

Begins 

Apr.  27 
Apr.  27 

Spring  Term 

1953 

Ends 

Apr.  17 
Apr.  17 

Begins 

Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 

Winter  Term 

1953 

Begins  Ends 

Jan.  5     Feb.  20 
Jan.  5    Feb.  20 

School 

Junior-Senior 
High  School 
Grades  1-6 

5?  ciJ  -St 

'-'  _L  ^ 

02  'O 

w  o  A 
O  £ 

1| 

.2  ^ 

•-a  cS 


1.1 


<D 

9.  A 


B  8 


I 
3  II 

COS 

CO  o 


188 


INDEX 


TOWN  REPORT 

Page 

Advisory  Board's  Report   141 
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Board  of  Health  Report   117 
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Dog  Officer,  Report  of   99 

Elementary  School,  Report  of  Com.  under  Article  25   66 

Fire  Engineers'  Report   99 

Fluoridation  Committee,  Report  of   121 

Forest  Warden,  Report  of   100 

Inspector  of  Animals,  Report  of   97 

Jurors,  List  of   114 

Middlesex  County  Extension  Service,  Report  of .  .   116 

Moth  Superintendent,  Report  of   132 

Nashoba  Associated  Boards  of  Health   117 

Park  Commissioners,  Report  of   124 

Park  Committee,  Special  Town  Committee,  Report  of . .  .  .  124 

Police  Department,  Report  of   104 

Public  Welfare,  Report  of   100 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  Report  of   98 

Selectmen's  Report   69 

Shade  Tree  Committee,  Report  of   123 

State  Audit,  Report  of   125 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children   70 

A.  D.  C— (U.  S.  Grants)   70 
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Board  of  Assessors   72 
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Board  of  Selectmen   73 

Chapter  90 — Maintenance   74 

Care  of  Patients — M.  C.  Sanatorium   73 

Civil  Defense   74 

Joseph  M.  Connors  Post,  A.L   77 

Community  Memorial  Hospital   74 

County  Pension  and  Expense  Fund   74 

County  Tax   74 

Disability  Assistance   71 

DisabiHty  Assistance — (U.  S.  Grants)   71 

Fire  Department   75 

Fire  Department — Radio   75 

Forest  Warden .   75 

Highway  Department   75 
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Highway  Department — New  Truck   76 

Highway  Department — Tractor  and  Loader   76 

Insurance   76 

Interest   76 

Invest  Account   76 

Library   77 

Memorial  Day   77 

Middlesex  County  Sanatorium   77 

Miscellaneous   77 

Moderator   79 

Moth  Suppression   79 

Nashoba  Health  Unit   80 

Notes  and  Bonds   80 

Old  Age  Assistance   71 

Old  Age  Assistance — (U.  S.  Grants)   72 

Old  Age — (Administrative — U.  S.  Grants)   72 

Outfall  Sewer   80 

Parking  Meter  Fees   80 

Physical  Education   81 

Pleasant  St.  School  Renovation   81 

Police  Department   81 

Police  Department — Meter  Maintenance   82 

Police  Department — New  Cruiser   83 
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Premium  on  Bonds   84 

Public  Works  Administration   84 

Recreation  Playground   84 

Refunds   96 

Registration  of  Voters   85 

Retirement  Fund   96 

Road  Machinery  Account   85 

Schools   85 

School  Architect   86 

School  Building  Committee   86 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures   86 

Sewer  Construction   86 

Sewer  Maintenance   87 

Sewerage  Pump   87 

Sidewalks   87 

Snow  Removal   87 

Soldiers'  Graves   87 

Special  School  Lunches   87 

State  Audit  Tax   88 

Street  Lighting   88 

Street  Signs   88 

St.  Mary's  School  Curbing   89 

Tax  Collector   89 

Tax  Title  Foreclosures   89 
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Town  Administration   72 

Town  Clerk   90 
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Town  Infirmary — Refrigerator   91 
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Dogs  Licensed   65 
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Presidentail  and  State  Election   35 
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Special  Town  Meeting—May  6,  1952   23 

June  10,  1952   24 

July  11,  1952   27 

Dec.  2,  1952   38 

State  Primaries   30 

Town  Infirmary  Report   98 

Town  Officers   2 

Treasurer's  Report   107 

Tree  Warden's  Report   134 

Veterans'  Service  Division,  Report  of   97 

Warrant  for  Annual  Town  Meeting   137 

Warrant  for  State  Primary   28 
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